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EP 1 737 669 B1
Description

Cross-Reference To Related Applications

[0001] Thisapplicationisrelatedto Patent Application Serial No. [Not Yet Assigned], Attorney Docket No.200210152-1,
entitled "Fluid Ejection Device," Patent Application Serial No. [Not Yet Assigned], Attorney Docket No. 200208780-1,
entitled "Fluid Ejection Device With Address Generator," Pat-ent Application Serial No. [Not Yet Assigned], No.
200311485-1, entitled "Device With Gates Configured In Loop Structures." Patent Application Serial No. [Not Yet As-
signed], No. 200209559-1, entitled "Fluid Ejection Device," and Patent Application Serial No. [Not Yet Assigned], Attorney
Docket No. 200209237-1, entitled "Fluid Ejection Device With Identification Cells," each of which are assigned to the
Assignee of this application and are filed on even date herewith.

Background

[0002] An Inkjet printing system, as one embodiment of a fluid ejection system, may include a printhead, an ink supply
that provides liquid ink to the printhead, and an electronic controller that controls the printhead. The printhead, as one
embodiment of a fluid ejection device, ejects ink drops through a plurality of orifices or nozzles. The ink is projected
toward a print medium, such as a sheet of paper, to print an image, onto the print medium. The nozzles are typically
arranged in one or more arrays, such that properly sequenced ejection of ink from the nozzles causes characters or
other images to be printed on the print medium as the printhead and the print medium are moved relative to each other.
[0003] In a typical thermal inkjet printing system, the printhead ejects ink drops through nozzles by rapidly heating
small volumes of ink located in vaporization chambers. The ink is heated with small electric heaters, such as thin film
resistors referred to herein asfiring resistors. Heating the ink causes the ink to vaporize and be ejected through the nozzles.
[0004] To eject one drop of ink, the electronic controller that controls the printhead activates an electrical current from
a power supply external to the printhead. The electrical current is passed through a selected firing resistor to heat the
ink in a corresponding selected vaporization chamber and eject the ink through a corresponding nozzle. Known drop
generators include a firing resistor, a corresponding vaporization chamber, and a corresponding nozzle.

[0005] As inkjet printheads have evolved, the number of drop generators in a printhead has increased to improve
printing speed and/or quality. The increase in the number of drop generators per printhead has resulted in a corresponding
increase in the number of input pads required on a printhead die to energize the increased number of firing resistors. In
one type of printhead, each firing resistor is coupled to a corresponding input pad to provide power to energize the firing
resistor. One input pad per firing resistor becomes impractical as the number of firing resistors increases.

[0006] The number of drop generators per input pad is significantly increased in another type of printhead having
primitives. A single power lead provides power to all firing resistors in one primitive. Each firing resistor is coupled in
series with the power lead and the drain-source path of a corresponding field effect transistor (FET). The gate of each
FET in a primitive is coupled to a separately energizable address lead that is shared by multiple primitives.

[0007] Manufacturers continue reducing the number of input pads and increasing the number of drop generators on
a printhead die. A printhead with fewer input pads typically costs less than a printhead with more input pads. Also, a
printhead with more drop generators typically prints with higher quality and/or printing speed. To maintain costs and
provide a particular printing swath height, printhead die size may not significantly change with an increased number of
drop generators. As drop generator densities increase and the number of input pads decrease, printhead die layouts
can become increasingly complex.

[0008] EP 1128324 discloses a printhead which receives image data and drives a plurality of printing elements. An
image signal received by the printhead has a 4-bit bus format containing block selection data in its head. The block
selection data held in the head of the image signal is separated, held in a latch and supplied to a decoder. The decoder
decodes the block selection data and outputs a first printing control signal which is used together with a second printing
control signal to turn on/off printing elements.

[0009] For these and other reasons, there is a need for the present invention.

Brief Description of the Drawings
[0010]

Figure 1 illustrates one embodiment of an ink jet printing system.

Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating a portion of one embodiment of a printhead die.

Figure 3 is a diagram illustrating a layout of drop generators located along an ink feed slot in one embodiment of a
printhead die.

Figure 4 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of a firing cell employed in one embodiment of a printhead die.
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Figure 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating one embodiment of an ink jet , printhead firing cell array.

Figure 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating one embodiment of a pre-charged firing cell.

Figure 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating one embodiment of an ink jet printhead firing cell array.

Figures 8 is a timing diagram illustrating the operation of one embodiment of a firing cell array.

Figure 9 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of an address generator in a printhead die.

Figure 10A is a diagram illustrating one shift register cell in a shift register.

Figure 10B is a diagram illustrating a direction circuit.

Figure 11 is a timing diagram illustrating operation of an address generator in the forward direction.

Figure 12 is a timing diagram illustrating operation of an address generator in the reverse direction.

Figure 13 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of two address generators and six fire groups in a printhead
die.

Figure 14 is a timing diagram illustrating forward and reverse operation of address generators in a printhead die.
Figure 15 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of an address generator, a latch circuit and six fire groups
in a printhead die.

Figure 16 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of a latch register.

Figure 17 is a timing diagram illustrating an example operation of one embodiment of a latch register.

Figure 18 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of a single direction shift register cell.

Figure 19 is a diagram illustrating an address generator that uses the single direction shift register cell to provide
addresses in forward and reverse directions.

Figure 20 is a diagram illustrating an address generator that uses the single direction shift register cell in one shift
register to provide addresses in forward and reverse directions.

Figure 21 is a diagram illustrating an example layout of one embodiment of a printhead die.

Figure 22 is a diagram illustrating another aspect of the example layout of one embodiment of a printhead die.
Figure 23 is a diagram illustrating a plan view of a section of one embodiment of a printhead die.

Figure 24 is a diagram illustrating an example layout of another embodiment of a printhead die.

Figures 25A and 25B are diagrams illustrating contact areas of a flex circuit that may be utilized to couple external
circuitry to a printhead die.

Detailed Description

[0011] Inthe following detailed description, reference is made to the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof,
and in which is shown by way of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention may be practiced. In this regard,
directional terminology, such as "top," "bottom," "front," "back," "leading," "trailing," etc., is used with reference to the
orientation of the Figure(s) being described. Because components of embodiments of the present invention can be
positioned in a number of different orientations, the directional terminology is used for purposes of illustration and is in
no way limiting. It is to be understood that other embodiments may be utilized and structural or logical changes may be
made without departing from the scope of the present invention. The following detailed description, therefore, is not to
be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope of the present invention is defined by the appended claims.

[0012] Figure 1 illustrates one embodiment of an inkjet printing system 20. Inkjet printing system 20 constitutes one
embodiment of a fluid ejection system that includes a fluid ejection device, such as inkjet printhead assembly 22, and
afluid supply assembly, such as ink supply assembly 24. The inkjet printing system 20 also includes a mounting assembly
26, a media transport assembly 28, and an electronic controller 30. At least one power supply 32 provides power to the
various electrical components of inkjet printing system 20.

[0013] Inone embodiment, inkjet printhead assembly 22 includes at least one printhead or printhead die 40 that ejects
drops of ink through a plurality of orifices or nozzles 34 toward a print medium 36 so as to print onto print medium 36.
Printhead 40 is one embodiment of a fluid ejection device. Print medium 36 may be any type of suitable sheet material,
such as paper, card stock, transparencies, Mylar, fabric, and the like. Typically, nozzles 34 are arranged in one or more
columns or arrays such that properly sequenced ejection of ink from nozzles 34 causes characters, symbols, and/or
other graphics or images to be printed upon print medium 36 as inkjet printhead assembly 22 and print medium 36 are
moved relative to each other. While the following description refers to the ejection of ink from printhead assembly 22, it
is understood that other liquids, fluids or flowable materials, including clear fluid, may be ejected from printhead assembly
22.

[0014] Ink supply assembly 24 as one embodiment of a fluid supply assembly provides ink to printhead assembly 22
and includes a reservoir 38 for storing ink. As such, ink flows from reservoir 38 to inkjet printhead assembly 22. Ink
supply assembly 24 and inkjet printhead assembly 22 can form either a one-way ink delivery system or a recirculating
ink delivery system. In a one-way ink delivery system, substantially all of the ink provided to inkjet printhead assembly
22 is consumed during printing. In a recirculating ink delivery system, only a portion of the ink provided to printhead
assembly 22 is consumed during printing. As such, ink not consumed during printing is returned to ink supply assembly 24.
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[0015] In one embodiment, inkjet printhead assembly 22 and ink supply assembly 24 are housed together in an inkjet
cartridge or pen. The inkjet cartridge or pen is one embodiment of a fluid ejection device. In another embodiment, ink
supply assembly 24 is separate from inkjet printhead assembly 22 and provides ink to inkjet printhead assembly 22
through an interface connection, such as a supply tube (not shown). In either embodiment, reservoir 38 of ink supply
assembly 24 may be removed, replaced, and/or refilled. In one embodiment, where inkjet printhead assembly 22 and
ink supply assembly 24 are housed together in an inkjet cartridge, reservoir 38 includes a local reservoir located within
the cartridge and may also include a larger reservoir located separately from the cartridge. As such, the separate, larger
reservoir serves to refill the local reservoir. Accordingly, the separate, larger reservoir and/or the local reservoir may be
removed, replaced, and/or refilled.

[0016] Mounting assembly 26 positions inkjet printhead assembly 22 relative to media transport assembly 28 and
media transport assembly 28 positions print medium 36 relative to inkjet printhead assembly 22. Thus, a print zone 37
is defined adjacent to nozzles 34 in an area between inkjet printhead assembly 22 and print medium 36. In one embod-
iment, inkjet printhead assembly 22 is a scanning type printhead assembly. As such, mounting assembly 26 includes a
carriage (not shown) for moving inkjet printhead assembly 22 relative to media transport assembly 28 to scan print
medium 36. In another embodiment, inkjet printhead assembly 22 is a non-scanning type printhead assembly. As such,
mounting assembly 26 fixes inkjet printhead assembly 22 at a prescribed position relative to media transport assembly
28. Thus, media transport assembly 28 positions print medium 36 relative to inkjet printhead assembly 22.

[0017] Electronic controller or printer controller 30 typically includes a processor, firmware, and other electronics, or
any combination thereof, for communicating with and controlling inkjet printhead assembly 22, mounting assembly 26,
and media transport assembly 28. Electronic controller 30 receives data 39 from a host system, such as a computer,
and usually includes memory for temporarily storing data 39. Typically, data 39 is sent to inkjet printing system 20 along
an electronic, infrared, optical, or other information transfer path. Data 39 represents, for example, a document and/or
file to be printed. As such, data 39 forms a print job for inkjet printing system 20 and includes one or more print job
commands and/or command parameters.

[0018] In one embodiment, electronic controller 30 controls inkjet printhead assembly 22 for ejection of ink drops from
nozzles 34. As such, electronic controller 30 defines a pattern of ejected ink drops that form characters, symbols, and/or
other graphics or images on print medium 36. The pattern of ejected ink drops is determined by the print job commands
and/or command parameters.

[0019] In one embodiment, inkjet printhead assembly 22 includes one printhead 40. In another embodiment, inkjet
printhead assembly 22 is a wide-array or multi-head printhead assembly. In one wide-array embodiment, inkjet printhead
assembly 22 includes a carrier, which carries printhead dies 40, provides electrical communication between printhead
dies 40 and electronic controller 30, and provides fluidic communication between printhead dies 40 and ink supply
assembly 24.

[0020] Figure 2 is a diagram illustrating a portion of one embodiment of a printhead die 40. The printhead die 40
includes an array of printing or fluid ejecting elements 42. Printing elements 42 are formed on a substrate 44, which has
an ink feed slot 46 formed therein. As such, ink feed slot 46 provides a supply of liquid ink to printing elements 42. Ink
feed slot 46 is one embodiment of a fluid feed source. Other embodiments of fluid feed sources include but are not
limited to corresponding individual ink feed holes feeding corresponding vaporization chambers and multiple shorter ink
feed trenches that each feed corresponding groups of fluid ejecting elements. A thin-film structure 48 has an ink feed
channel 54 formed therein which communicates with ink feed slot 46 formed in substrate 44. An orifice layer 50 has a
frontface 50a and a nozzle opening 34 formed in frontface 50a. Orifice layer 50 also has a nozzle chamber or vaporization
chamber 56 formed therein which communicates with nozzle opening 34 and ink feed channel 54 of thin-film structure
48. A firing resistor 52 is positioned within vaporization chamber 56 and leads 58 electrically couple firing resistor 52 to
circuitry controlling the application of electrical current through selected firing resistors. A drop generator 60 as referred
to herein includes firing resistor 52, nozzle chamber or vaporization chamber 56 and nozzle opening 34.

[0021] During printing, ink flows from ink feed slot 46 to vaporization chamber 56 via ink feed channel 54. Nozzle
opening 34 is operatively associated with firing resistor 52 such that droplets of ink within vaporization chamber 56 are
ejected through nozzle opening 34 (e.g., substantially normal to the plane of firing resistor 52) and toward print medium
36 upon energizing of firing resistor 52.

[0022] Example embodiments of printhead dies 40 include a thermal printhead, a piezoelectric printhead, an electro-
static printhead, or any other type of fluid ejection device known in the art that can be integrated into a multi-layer
structure. Substrate 44 is formed, for example, of silicon, glass, ceramic, or a stable polymer and thin-film structure 48
is formed to include one or more passivation or insulation layers of silicon dioxide, silicon carbide, silicon nitride, tantalum,
polysilicon glass, or other suitable material. Thin-film structure 48, also, includes at least one conductive layer, which
defines firing resistor 52 and leads 58. In one embodiment, the conductive layer comprises, for example, aluminum,
gold, tantalum, tantalum-aluminum, or other metal or metal alloy. In one embodiment, firing cell circuitry, such as described
in detail below, is implemented in substrate and thin-film layers, such as substrate 44 and thin-film structure 48.
[0023] In one embodiment, orifice layer 50 comprises a photoimageable epoxy resin, for example, an epoxy referred



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

to as SU8, marketed by Micro-Chem, Newton, MA. Exemplary techniques for fabricating orifice layer 50 with SU8 or
other polymers are described in detail in U.S. Patent No. 6,162,589. In one embodiment, orifice layer 50 is formed of
two separate layers referred to as a barrier layer (e.qg., a dry film photo resist barrier layer) and a metal orifice layer (e.g.,
a nickel, copper, iron/nickel alloys, palladium, gold, or rhodium layer) formed over the barrier layer. Other suitable
materials, however, can be employed to form orifice layer 50.

[0024] Figure 3 is a diagram illustrating drop generators 60 located along ink feed slot 46 in one embodiment of
printhead die 40. Ink feed slot 46 includes opposing ink feed slot sides 46a and 46b. Drop generators 60 are disposed
along each of the opposing ink feed slot sides 46a and 46b. A total of n drop generators 60 are located along ink feed
slot 46, with m drop generators 60 located along ink feed slot side 46a, and n - m drop generators 60 located along ink
feed slot side 46b. In one embodiment, n equals 200 drop generators 60 located along ink feed slot 46 and m equals
100 drop generators 60 located along each of the opposing ink feed slot sides 46a and 46b. In other embodiments, any
suitable number of drop generators 60 can be disposed along ink feed slot 46.

[0025] Ink feed slot 46 provides ink to each of the n drop generators 60 disposed along ink feed slot 46. Each of the
n drop generators 60 includes a firing resistor 52, a vaporization chamber 56 and a nozzle 34. Each of the n vaporization
chambers 56 is fluidically coupled to ink feed slot 46 through at least one ink feed channel 54. The firing resistors 52 of
drop generators 60 are energized in a controlled sequence to eject fluid from vaporization chambers 56 and through
nozzles 34 to print an image on print medium 36.

[0026] Figure 4 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of a firing cell 70 employed in one embodiment of printhead
die 40. Firing cell 70 includes a firing resistor 52, a resistor drive switch 72, and a memory circuit 74. Firing resistor 52
is part of a drop generator 60. Drive switch 72 and memory circuit 74 are part of the circuitry that controls the application
of electrical current through firing resistor 52. Firing cell 70 is formed in thin-film structure 48 and on substrate 44.
[0027] In one embodiment, firing resistor 52 is a thin-film resistor and drive switch 72 is a field effect transistor (FET).
Firing resistor 52 is electrically coupled to a fire line 76 and the drain-source path of drive switch 72. The drain-source
path of drive switch 72 is also electrically coupled to a reference line 78 that is coupled to a reference voltage, such as
ground. The gate of drive switch 72 is electrically coupled to memory circuit 74 that controls the state of drive switch 72.
[0028] Memory circuit 74 is electrically coupled to a data line 80 and enable lines 82. Data line 80 receives a data
signal that represents part of an image and enable lines 82 receive enable signals to control operation of memory circuit
74. Memory circuit 74 stores one bit of data as it is enabled by the enable signals. The logic level of the stored data bit
sets the state (e.g., on or off, conducting or non-conducting) of drive switch 72. The enable signals can include one or
more select signals and one or more address signals.

[0029] Fireline 76 receives an energy signal comprising energy pulses and provides an energy pulse to firing resistor
52.In one embodiment, the energy pulses are provided by electronic controller 30 to have timed starting times and timed
duration to provide a proper amount of energy to heat and vaporize fluid in the vaporization chamber 56 of a drop
generator 60. If drive switch 72 is on (conducting), the energy pulse heats firing resistor 52 to heat and eject fluid from
drop generator 60. If drive switch 72 is off (non-conducting), the energy pulse does not heat firing resistor 52 and the
fluid remains in drop generator 60.

[0030] Figure 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating one embodiment of an inkjet printhead firing cell array, indicated
at 100. Firing cell array 100 includes a plurality of firing cells 70 arranged into n fire groups 102a-102n. In one embodiment,
firing cells 70 are arranged into six fire groups 102a-102n. In other embodiments, firing cells 70 can be arranged into
any suitable number of fire groups 102a-102n, such as four or more fire groups 102a-102n.

[0031] The firing cells 70 in array 100 are schematically arranged into L rows and m columns. The L rows of firing
cells 70 are electrically coupled to enable lines 104 that receive enable signals. Each row of firing cells 70, referred to
herein as a row subgroup or subgroup of firing cells 70, is electrically coupled to one set of subgroup enable lines 106a-
106L. The subgroup enable lines 106a-106L receive subgroup enable signals SG1, SG2, ... SG, that enable the corre-
sponding subgroup of firing cells 70.

[0032] The m columns are electrically coupled to m data lines 108a-108m that receive data signals D1, D2 ... Dm,
respectively. Each of the m columns includes firing cells 70 in each of the n fire groups 102a-102n and each column of
firing cells 70, referred to herein as a data line group or data group, is electrically coupled to one of the data lines 108a-
108m. In other words, each of the data lines 108a-108m is electrically coupled to each of the firing cells 70 in one column,
including firing cells 70 in each of the fire groups 102a-102n. For example, data line 108a is electrically coupled to each
of the firing cells 70 in the far left column, including firing cells 70 in each of the fire groups 102a-102n. Data line 108b
is electrically coupled to each of the firing cells 70 in the adjacent column and so on, over to and including data line
108m that is electrically coupled to each of the firing cells 70 in the far right column, including firing cells 70 in each of
the fire groups 102a-102n.

[0033] Inone embodiment, array 100 is arranged into six fire groups 102a-102n and each of the six fire groups 102a-
102n includes 13 subgroups and eight data line groups. In other embodiments, array 100 can be arranged into any
suitable number of fire groups 102a-102n and into any suitable number of subgroups and data line groups. In any
embodiment, fire groups 102a-102n are not limited to having the same number of subgroups and data line groups.
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Instead, each of the fire groups 102a-102n can have a different number of subgroups and/or data line groups as compared
to any other fire group 102a-102n. In addition, each subgroup can have a different number of firing cells 70 as compared
to any other subgroup, and each data line group can have a different number of firing cells 70 as compared to any other
data line group.

[0034] The firing cells 70 in each of the fire groups 102a-102n are electrically coupled to one of the fire lines 110a-
110n. In fire group 102a, each of the firing cells 70 is electrically coupled to fire line 110a that receives fire signal or
energy signal FIRE1. In fire group 102b, each of the firing cells 70 is electrically coupled to fire line 110b that receives
fire signal or energy signal FIRE2 and so on, up to and including fire group 102n wherein each of the firing cells 70 is
electrically coupled to fire line 110n that receives fire signal or energy signal FIREn. In addition, each of the firing cells
70 in each of the fire groups 102a-102n is electrically coupled to a common reference line 112 that is tied to ground.
[0035] In operation, subgroup enable signals SG1, SG2, ... SG, are provided on subgroup enable lines 106a-106L to
enable one subgroup of firing cells 70. The enabled firing cells 70 store data signals D1, D2 ... Dm provided on data
lines 108a-108m. The data signals D1, D2 ... Dm are stored in memory circuits 74 of enabled firing cells 70. Each of the
stored data signals D1, D2 ... Dm sets the state of drive switch 72 in one of the enabled firing cells 70. The drive switch
72 is set to conduct or not conduct based on the stored data signal value.

[0036] After the states of the selected drive switches 72 are set, an energy signal FIRE1-FIREn is provided on the fire
line 110a-110n corresponding to the fire group 102a-102n that includes the selected subgroup of firing cells 70. The
energy signal FIRE1-FIREn includes an energy pulse. The energy pulse is provided on the selected fire line 110a-110n
to energize firing resistors 52 in firing cells 70 that have conducting drive switches 72. The energized firing resistors 52
heat and eject ink onto print medium 36 to print an image represented by data signals D1, D2 ... Dm. The process of
enabling a subgroup of firing cells 70, storing data signals D1, D2 ... Dm in the enabled subgroup and providing an
energy signal FIRE1-FIREn to energize firing resistors 52 in the enabled subgroup continues until printing stops.
[0037] Inoneembodiment, as an energy signal FIRE1-FIREn is provided to a selected fire group 102a-102n, subgroup
enable signals SG1, SG2, ... SG| change to select and enable another subgroup in a different fire group 102a-102n.
The newly enabled subgroup stores data signals D1, D2 ... Dm provided on data lines 108a-108m and an energy signal
FIRE1-FIREnN is provided on one of the fire lines 110a-110n to energize firing resistors 52 in the newly enabled firing
cells 70. At any one time, only one subgroup of firing cells 70 is enabled by subgroup enable signals SG1, SG2, ... SG_
to store data signals D1, D2 ... Dm provided on data lines 108a-108m. In this aspect, data signals D1, D2 ... Dm on data
lines 108a-108m are timed division multiplexed data signals. Also, only one subgroup in a selected fire group 102a-102n
includes drive switches 72 that are set to conduct while an energy signal FIRE1-FIREn is provided to the selected fire
group 102a-102n. However, energy signals FIRE1-FIREn provided to different fire groups 102a-102n can and do overlap.
[0038] Figure 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating one embodiment of a pre-charged firing cell 120. Pre-charged firing
cell 120 is one embodiment of firing cell 70. The pre-charged firing cell 120 includes a drive switch 172 electrically
coupled to a firing resistor 52. In one embodiment, drive switch 172 is a FET including a drain-source path electrically
coupled at one end to one terminal of firing resistor 52 and at the other end to a reference line 122. The reference line
122 is tied to a reference voltage, such as ground. The other terminal of firing resistor 52 is electrically coupled to a fire
line 124 that receives a fire signal or energy signal FIRE including energy pulses. The energy pulses energize firing
resistor 52 if drive switch 172 is on (conducting).

[0039] The gate of drive switch 172 forms a storage node capacitance 126 that functions as a memory element to
store data pursuant to the sequential activation of a pre-charge transistor 128 and a select transistor 130. The drain-
source path and gate of pre-charge transistor 128 are electrically coupled to a pre-charge line 132 that receives a pre-
charge signal. The gate of drive switch 172 is electrically coupled to the drain-source path of pre-charge transistor 128
and the drain-source path of select transistor 130. The gate of select transistor 130 is electrically coupled to a select
line 134 that receives a select signal. The storage node capacitance 126 is shown in dashed lines, as it is part of drive
switch 172. Alternatively, a capacitor separate from drive switch 172 can be used as a memory element.

[0040] A data transistor 136, a first address transistor 138 and a second address transistor 140 include drain-source
paths that are electrically coupled in parallel. The parallel combination of data transistor 136, first address transistor 138
and second address transistor 140 is electrically coupled between the drain-source path of select transistor 130 and
reference line 122. The serial circuit including select transistor 130 coupled to the parallel combination of data transistor
136, first address transistor 138 and second address transistor 140 is electrically coupled across node capacitance 126
of drive switch 172. The gate of data transistor 136 is electrically coupled to data line 142 that receives data signals-
DATA. The gate of first address transistor 138 is electrically coupled to an address line 144 that receives address signals
~ADDRESS1 and the gate of second address transistor 140 is electrically coupled to a second address line 146 that
receives address signals ~ADDRESS2. The data signals ~DATA and address signals ~ADDRESS1 and ~ADDRESS2
are active when low as indicated by the tilda (-) at the beginning of the signal name. The node capacitance 126, pre-
charge transistor 128, select transistor 130, data transistor 136 and address transistors 138 and 140 form a memory cell.
[0041] In operation, node capacitance 126 is pre-charged through pre-charge transistor 128 by providing a high level
voltage pulse on pre-charge line 132. In one embodiment, after the high level voltage pulse on pre-charge line 132, a
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data signal ~DATA is provided on data line 142 to set the state of data transistor 136 and address signals ~ADDRESS1
and ~ADDRESS2 are provided on address lines 144 and 146 to set the states of first address transistor 138 and second
address transistor 140. A voltage pulse of sufficient magnitude is provided on select line 134 to turn on select transistor
130 and node capacitance 126 discharges if data transistor 136, first address transistor 138 and/or second address
transistor 140 is on. Alternatively, node capacitance 126 remains charged if data transistor 136, first address transistor
138 and second address transistor 140 are all off.

[0042] Pre-charged firing cell 120 is an addressed firing cell if both address signals ~ADDRESS1 and ~ADDRESS2
are low and node capacitance 126 either discharges if data signal ~DATA is high or remains charged if data signal
~DATA s low. Pre-charged firing cell 120 is not an addressed firing cell if at least one of the address signals ~ADDRESS1
and ~ADDRESS?2 is high and node capacitance 126 discharges regardless of the data signal -DATA voltage level. The
first and second address transistors 136 and 138 comprise an address decoder, and data transistor 136 controls the
voltage level on node capacitance 126 if pre-charged firing cell 120 is addressed.

[0043] Pre-chargedfiring cell 120 may utilize any number of other topologies or arrangements, as long as the operational
relationships described above are maintained. For example, an OR gate may be coupled to address lines 144 and 146,
the output of which is coupled to a single transistor.

[0044] Figure 7 is a schematic diagram illustrating one embodiment of an inkjet printhead firing cell array 200. Firing
cell array 200 includes a plurality of pre-charged firing cells 120 arranged into six-fire groups 202a-202f. The pre-charged
firing cells 120 in each fire group 202a-202f are schematically arranged into 13 rows and eight columns. The fire groups
202a-202f and pre-charged firing cells 120 in array 200 are schematically arranged into 78 rows and eight columns,
although the number of pre-charged firing cells and their layout may vary as desired.

[0045] The eight columns of pre-charged firing cells 120 are electrically coupled to eight data lines 208a-208h that
receive data signals ~D1, ~D2 ... ~D8, respectively. Each of the eight columns, referred to herein as a data line group
or data group, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 in each of the six fire groups 202a-202f. Each of the firing cells 120
in each column of pre-charged firing cells 120 is electrically coupled to one of the data lines 208a-208h. All pre-charged
firing cells 120 in a data line group are electrically coupled to the same data line 208a-208h that is electrically coupled
to the gates of the data transistors 136 in the pre-charged firing cells 120 in the column.

[0046] Data line 208a is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in the far left column, including
pre-charged firing cells in each of the fire groups 202a-202f. Data line 208b is electrically coupled to each of the pre-
charged firing cells 120 in the adjacent column and so on, over to and including data line 208h that is electrically coupled
to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in the far right column, including pre-charged firing cells 120 in each of the
fire groups 202a-202f.

[0047] Therows of pre-charged firing cells 120 are electrically coupled to address lines 206a-206g that receive address
signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7, respectively. Each pre-charged firing cell 120 in a row of pre-charged firing cells 120, referred
to herein as a row subgroup or subgroup of pre-charged firing cells 120, is electrically coupled to two of the address
lines 206a-206g. All pre-charged firing cells 120 in a row subgroup are electrically coupled to the same two address
lines 206a-206g.

[0048] The subgroups of the fire groups 202a-202f are identified as subgroups SG1-1 through SG1-13 in fire group
one (FG1) 202a, subgroups SG2-1 through SG2-13 in fire group two (FG2) 202b and so on, up to and including subgroups
SG6-1 through SG6-13 in fire group six (FG6) 202f. In other embodiments, each fire group 202a-202f can include any
suitable number of subgroups, such as 14 or more subgroups.

[0049] Each subgroup of pre-charged firing cells 120 is electrically coupled to two address lines 206a-206g. The two
address lines 206a-206g corresponding to a subgroup are electrically coupled to the first and second address transistors
138 and 140 in all pre-charged firing cells 120 of the subgroup. One address line 206a-206g is electrically coupled to
the gate of one of the first and second address transistors 138 and 140 and the other address line 206a-206g is electrically
coupled to the gate of the other one of the first and second address transistors 138 and 140. The address lines 206a-
2069 receive address signals ~A1, ~A2 ...~A7 and are coupled to provide the address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 to the
subgroups of the array 200 as follows:

Row Subgroup Address Signals | Row Subgroups

~A1, ~A2 SG1-1, SG2-1 ... SG6-1
~A1, ~A3 SG1-2, SG2-2 ... SG6-2
~A1, ~A4 SG1-3, SG2-3 ... SG6-3
~A1, ~A5 SG1-4, SG2-4 ... SG6-4
~A1, ~A6 SG1-5, SG2-5 ... SG6-5




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

(continued)

Row Subgroup Address Signals | Row Subgroups

~A1, ~A7 SG1-6, SG2-6 ... SG6-6
~A2, ~A3 SG1-7, SG2-7 ... SG6-7
~A2, ~A4 SG1-8, SG2-8 ... SG6-8
~A2, ~A5 SG1-9, SG2-9 ... SG6-9
~A2, ~AB SG1-10,SG2-10 ... SG6-10
~A2, ~A7 SG1-11,8G2-11 ... SG6-11
~A3, ~A4 SG1-12,SG2-12 ... SG6-12
~A3, ~A5 SG1-13,SG2-13 ...SG6-13

[0050] Subgroups of pre-charged firing cells 120 are addressed by providing address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 on
address lines 206a-206g. In one embodiment, the address lines 206a-206g are electrically coupled to one or more
address generators provided on printhead die 40.

[0051] Pre-charge lines 210a-210f receive pre-charge signals PRE1, PRE2 ... PRE6 and provide the pre-charge
signals PRE1, PRE2 ... PRESG to corresponding fire groups 202a-202f. Pre-charge line 210a is electrically coupled to all
of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG1 202a. Pre-charge line 210b is electrically coupled to all pre-charged firing cells
120 in FG2 202b and so on, up to and including pre-charge line 210f that is electrically coupled to all pre-charged firing
cells 120 in FG6 202f. Each of the pre-charge lines 210a-210f is electrically coupled to the gate and drain-source path
of all of the pre-charge transistors 128 in the corresponding fire group 202a-202f, and all pre-charged firing cells 120 in
a fire group 202a-202f are electrically coupled to only one pre-charge line 210a-210f. Thus, the node capacitances 126
of all pre-charged firing cells 120 in a fire group 202a-202f are charged by providing the corresponding pre-charge signal
PRE1, PRE2 ... PRESG to the corresponding pre-charge line 210a-210f.

[0052] Selectlines212a-212freceive select signals SEL1, SEL2 ... SEL6 and provide the select signals SEL1, SEL2 ...
SELG to corresponding fire groups 202a-202f. Select line 212a is electrically coupled to all pre-charged firing cells 120
in FG1 202a. Select line 212b is electrically coupled to all pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG2 202b and so on, up to and
including select line 212f that is electrically coupled to all pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG6 202f. Each of the select
lines 212a-212f is electrically coupled to the gate of all of the select transistors 130 in the corresponding fire group 202a-
202f, and all pre-charged firing cells 120 in a fire group 202a-202f are electrically coupled to only one select line 212a-212f.
[0053] Fire lines 214a-214f receive fire signals or energy signals FIRE1, FIRE2 ... FIRE6 and provide the energy
signals FIRE1, FIRE2 ... FIREG to corresponding fire groups 202a-202f. Fire line 214a is electrically coupled to all pre-
charged firing cells 120 in FG1 202a. Fire line 214b is electrically coupled to all pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG2 202b
and so on, up to and including fire line 214f that is electrically coupled to all pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG6 202f.
Each of the fire lines 214a-214f is electrically coupled to all of the firing resistors 52 in the corresponding fire group 202a-
202f, and all pre-charged firing cells 120 in a fire group 202a-202f are electrically coupled to only one fire line 214a-214f.
The fire lines 214a-214f are electrically coupled to external supply circuitry by appropriate interface pads. (See, Figures
25A and 25B). All pre-charged firing cells 120 in array 200 are electrically coupled to a reference line 216 that is tied to
a reference voltage, such as ground. Thus, the pre-charged firing cells 120 in a row subgroup of pre-charged firing cells
120 are electrically coupled to the same address lines 206a-206g, pre-charge line 210a-210f, select line 212a-212f and
fire line 214a-214f.

[0054] In operation, in one embodiment fire groups 202a-202f are selected to fire in succession. FG1 202a is selected
before FG2 202b, which is selected before FG3 and so on, up to FG6 202f. After FG6 202f, the fire group cycle starts
over with FG1 202a. However, other sequences, and non-sequential selections may be utilized.

[0055] The address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 cycle through the 13 row subgroup addresses before repeating a row
subgroup address. The address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 provided on address lines 206a-206g are set to one row
subgroup address during each cycle through the fire groups 202a-202f. The address signals ~A1 ~A2 ... ~A7 select one
row subgroup in each of the fire groups 202a-202f for one cycle through the fire groups 202a-202f. For the next cycle
through fire groups 202a-202f, the address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 are changed to select another row subgroup in
each of the fire groups 202a-202f. This continues up to the address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 selecting the last row
subgroup in fire groups 202a-202f. After the last row subgroup, address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 select the first row
subgroup to begin the address cycle over again.

[0056] In another aspect of operation, one of the fire groups 202a-202f is operated by providing a pre-charge signal
PRE1, PRE2 ... PREG6 on the pre-charge line 210a-210f of the one fire group 202a-202f. The pre-charge signal PRE1,
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PRE?2 ... PREG defines a pre-charge time interval or period during which time the node capacitance 126 on each drive
switch 172 in the one fire group 202a-202f is charged to a high voltage level, to pre-charge the one fire group 202a-202f.
[0057] Address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 are provided on address lines 206a-206g to address one row subgroup in
each of the fire groups 202a-202f, including one row subgroup in the pre-charged fire group 202a-202f. Data signals
~D1,~D2 ...~D8are provided on datalines 208a-208h to provide data to all fire groups 202a-202f, including the addressed
row subgroup in the pre-charged fire group 202a-202f.

[0058] Next, a selectsignal SEL1, SEL2 ... SELG6 is provided on the select line 212a-212f of the pre-charged fire group
202a-202f to select the pre-charged fire group 202a-202f. The select signal SEL1, SEL2 ... SEL6 defines a discharge
time interval for discharging the node capacitance 126 on each drive switch 172 in a pre-charged firing cell 120 that is
either not in the addressed row subgroup in the selected fire group 202a-202f or addressed in the selected fire group
202a-202f and receiving a high level data signal ~D1, ~D2 ... ~D8. The node capacitance 126 does not discharge in pre-
charged firing cells 120 that are addressed in the selected fire group 202a-202f and receiving a low level data signal
~D1, ~D2 ... ~D8. A high voltage level on the node capacitance 126 turns the drive switch 172 on (conducting).

[0059] Afterdrive switches 172 in the selected fire group 202a-202f are set to conduct or not conduct, an energy pulse
or voltage pulse is provided on the fire line 214a-214f of the selected fire group 202a-202f. Pre-charged firing cells 120
that have conducting drive switches 172, conduct current through the firing resistor 52 to heat ink and eject ink from the
corresponding drop generator 60.

[0060] With fire groups 202a-202f operated in succession, the select signal SEL1, SEL2 ... SEL6 for one fire group
202a-202f is used as the pre-charge signal PRE1, PRE2 ... PREG6 for the next fire group 202a-202f. The pre-charge
signal PRE1, PRE?2 ... PRESG for one fire group 202a-202f precedes the select signal SEL1, SEL2 ... SEL6 and energy
signal FIRE1, FIRE2 ... FIREG6 for the one fire group 202a-202f. After the pre-charge signal PRE1, PRE2 ... PREB6, data
signals ~D1, ~D2 ... ~D8 are multiplexed in time and stored in the addressed row subgroup of the one fire group 202a-
202f by the select signal SEL1, SEL2 ... SEL6. The select signal SEL1, SEL2 ... SELG6 for the selected fire group 202a-
202f is also the pre-charge signal PRE1, PRE2 ... PREG for the next fire group 202a-202f. After the select signal SEL1,
SEL2 ... SELG6 for the selected fire group 202a-202f is complete, the select signal SEL1, SEL2 ... SEL6 for the next fire
group 202a-202f is provided. Pre-charged firing cells 120 in the selected subgroup fire or heat ink based on the stored
data signal ~D1, ~D2 ... ~D8 as the energy signal FIRE1, FIREZ2 ... FIRE®, including an energy pulse, is provided to the
selected fire group 202a-202f.

[0061] Figure 8 is a timing diagram illustrating the operation of one embodiment of firing cell array 200. Fire groups
202a-202f are selected in succession to energize pre-charged firing cells 120 based on data signals ~D1, ~D2 ... ~D8,
indicated at 300. The data signals ~D1, ~D2 ... ~D8 at 300 are changed depending on the nozzles that are to eject fluid,
indicated at 302, for each row subgroup address and fire group 202a-202f combination. Address signals ~A1, ~A2 ...
~A7 at 304 are provided on address lines 206a-206g to address one row subgroup from each of the fire groups 202a-
202f. The address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 at 304 are set to one address, indicated at 306, for one cycle through fire
groups 202a-202f. After the cycle is complete, the address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 at 304 are changed at 308 to address
a different row subgroup from each of the fire groups 202a-202f. The address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 at 304 increment
through the row subgroups to address the row subgroups in sequential order from one to 13 and back to one. In other
embodiments, address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 at 304 can be set to address row subgroups in any suitable order.
[0062] During a cycle through fire groups 202a-202f, select line 212f coupled to FG6 202f and pre-charge line 210a
coupled to FG1 202a receive SEL6/PRE1 signal 309, including SEL6/PRE1 signal pulse 310. In one embodiment, the
select line 212f and pre-charge line 210a are electrically coupled together to receive the same signal. In another em-
bodiment, the select line 212f and pre-charge line 210a are not electrically coupled together, but receive similar signals.
[0063] The SEL6/PRE1 signal pulse at 310 on pre-charge line 210a, pre-charges all firing cells 120 in FG1 202a. The
node capacitance 126 for each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG1 202a is charged to a high voltage level. The
node capacitances 126 for pre-charged firing cells 120 in one row subgroup SG1-K, indicated at 311, are pre-charged
to a high voltage level at 312. The row subgroup address at 306 selects subgroup SG1-K, and a data signal set at 314
is provided to data transistors 136 in all pre-charged firing cells 120 of all fire groups 202a-202f, including the address
selected row subgroup SG1-K.

[0064] The select line 212a for FG1 202a and pre-charge line 210b for FG2 202b receive the SEL1/PREZ2 signal 315,
including the SEL1/PREZ2 signal pulse 316. The SEL1/PRE2 signal pulse 316 on select line 212a turns on the select
transistor 130 in each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG1 202a. The node capacitance 126 is discharged in all
pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG1 202a that are not in the address selected row subgroup SG1-K. In the address
selected row subgroup SG1-K, data at 314 are stored, indicated at 318, in the node capacitances 126 of the drive
switches 172 in row subgroup SG1-K to either turn the drive switch on (conducting) or off (non-conducting).

[0065] The SEL1/PRE2 signal pulse at 316 on pre-charge line 210b, pre-charges all firing cells 120 in FG2 202b. The
node capacitance 126 for each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG2 202b is charged to a high voltage level. The
node capacitances 126 for pre-charged firing cells 120 in one row subgroup SG2-K, indicated at 319, are pre-charged
to a high voltage level at 320. The row subgroup address at 306 selects subgroup SG2-K, and a data signal set at 328
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is provided to data transistors 136 in all pre-charged firing cells 120 of all fire groups 202a-202f, including the address
selected row subgroup SG2-K.

[0066] The fire line 214a receives energy signal FIRE1, indicated at 323, including an energy pulse at 322 to energize
firing resistors 52 in pre-charged firing cells 120 that have conductive drive switches 172 in FG1 202a. The FIRE1 energy
pulse 322 goes high while the SEL1/PREZ2 signal pulse 316 is high and while the node capacitance 126 on non-conducting
drive switches 172 are being actively pulled low, indicated on energy signal FIRE1 323 at 324. Switching the energy
pulse 322 high while the node capacitances 126 are actively pulled low, prevents the node capacitances 126 from being
inadvertently charged through the drive switch 172 as the energy pulse 322 goes high. The SEL1/PREZ2 signal 315 goes
low and the energy pulse 322 is provided to FG1 202a for a predetermined time to heat ink and eject the ink through
nozzles 34 corresponding to the conducting pre-charged firing cells 120.

[0067] The select line 212b for FG2 202b and pre-charge line 210c for FG3 202c receive SEL2/PRES3 signal 325,
including SEL2/PRES signal pulse 326. After the SEL1/PREZ2 signal pulse 316 goes low and while the energy pulse 322
is high, the SEL2/PRES3 signal pulse 326 on select line 212b turns on select transistor 130 in each of the pre-charged
firing cells 120 in FG2 202b. The node capacitance 126 is discharged on all pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG2 202b
that are not in the address selected row subgroup SG2-K. Data signal set 328 for subgroup SG2-K is stored in the pre-
charged firing cells 120 of subgroup SG2-K, indicated at 330, to either turn the drive switches 172 on (conducting) or
off (non-conducting). The SEL2/PRE3 signal pulse on pre-charge line 210c pre-charges all pre-charged firing cells 120
in FG3 202c.

[0068] Fire line 214b receives energy signal FIRE2, indicated at 331, including energy pulse 332, to energize firing
resistors 52 in pre-charged firing cells 120 of FG2 202b that have conducting drive switches 172. The FIRE2 energy
pulse 332 goes high while the SEL2/PRE3 signal pulse 326 is high, indicated at 334. The SEL2/PRE3 signal pulse 326
goes low and the FIRE2 energy pulse 332 remains high to heat and eject ink from the corresponding drop generator 60.
[0069] After the SEL2/PRES3 signal pulse 326 goes low and while the energy pulse 332 is high, a SEL3/PRE4 signal
is provided to select FG3 202c and pre-charge FG4 202d. The process of pre-charging, selecting and providing an
energy signal, including an energy pulse, continues up to and including FG6 202f.

[0070] The SEL5/PRESG signal pulse on pre-charge line 210f, pre-charges all firing cells 120 in FG6 202f. The node
capacitance 126 for each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG6 202f is charged to a high voltage level. The node
capacitances 126 for pre-charged firing cells 120 in one row subgroup SG6-K, indicated at 339, are pre-charged to a
high voltage level at 341. The row subgroup address at 306 selects subgroup SG6-K, and data signal set 338 is provided
to data transistors 136 in all pre-charged firing cells 120 of all fire groups 202a-202f, including the address selected row
subgroup SG6-K.

[0071] The select line 212f for FG6 202f and pre-charge line 210a for FG1 202a receive a second SEL6/PRE1 signal
pulse at 336. The second SEL6/PRE1 signal pulse 336 on select line 212f turns on the select transistor 130 in each of
the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG6 202f. The node capacitance 126 is discharged in all pre-charged firing cells 120
in FG6 202f that are not in the address selected row subgroup SG6-K. In the address selected row subgroup SG6-K,
data 338 are stored at 340 in the node capacitances 126 of each drive switch 172 to either turn the drive switch on or off.
[0072] The SEL6/PRE1 signal on pre-charge line 210a, pre-charges node capacitances 126 in all firing cells 120 in
FG1 202a, including firing cells 120 in row subgroup SG1-K, indicated at 342, to a high voltage level. The firing cells
120 in FG1 202a are pre-charged while the address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 304 select row subgroups SG1-K, SG2-
K and on, up to row subgroup SG6-K.

[0073] The fire line 214f receives energy signal FIRESG, indicated at 343, including an energy pulse at 344 to energize
fire resistors 52 in pre-charged firing cells 120 that have conductive drive switches 172 in FG6 202f. The energy pulse
344 goes high while the SEL6/PRE1 signal pulse 336 is high and node capacitances 126 on non-conducting drive
switches 172 are being actively pulled low, indicated at 346. Switching the energy pulse 344 high while the node capac-
itances 126 are actively pulled low, prevents the node capacitances 126 from being inadvertently charged through drive
switch 172 as the energy pulse 344 goes high. The SEL6/PRE1 signal pulse 336 goes low and the energy pulse 344 is
maintained high for a predetermined time to heat ink and eject ink through nozzles 34 corresponding to the conducting
pre-charged firing cells 120.

[0074] After the SEL6/PRE1 signal pulse 336 goes low and while the energy pulse 344 is high, address signals ~A1,
~A2 ... ~A7 304 are changed at 308 to select another set of subgroups SG1-K+1, SG2-K+1 and so on, up to SG6-K+1.
The select line 212a for FG1 202a and pre-charge line 210b for FG2 202b receive a SEL1/PRE2 signal pulse, indicated
at 348. The SEL1/PREZ2 signal pulse 348 on select line 212a turns on the select transistor 130 in each of the pre-charged
firing cells 120 in FG1 202a. The node capacitance 126 is discharged in all pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG1 202a
that are not in the address selected subgroup SG1-K+1. Data signal set 350 for row subgroup SG1-K+1 is stored in the
pre-charged firing cells 120 of subgroup SG1-K+1 to either turn drive switches 172 on or off. The SEL1/PRE2 signal
pulse 348 on pre-charge line 210b pre-charges all firing cells 120 in FG2 202b.

[0075] The fire line 214a receives energy pulse 352 to energize firing resistors 52 and pre-charged firing cells 120 of
FG1 202a that have conducting drive switches 172. The energy pulse 352 goes high while the SEL1/PREZ2 signal pulse

10



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

at 348 is high. The SEL1/PREZ2 signal pulse 348 goes low and the energy pulse 352 remains high to heat and eject ink
from corresponding drop generators 60. The process continues until printing is complete.

[0076] Figure 9is adiagramillustrating one embodiment of an address generator 400 in printhead die 40. The address
generator 400 includes a shift register 402, a direction circuit 404 and a logic array 406. The shift register 402 is electrically
coupled to direction circuit 404 through direction control lines 408. Also, shift register 402 is electrically coupled to logic
array 406 through shift register output lines 410a-410m.

[0077] In the embodiments described below, address generator 400 provides address signals to firing cells 120. In
one embodiment, the address generator 400 receives external signals, see Figures 25A and 25B, including a control
signal CSYNC and six timing signals T1-T6, and in response provides seven address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. The
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 are active when they are in the low voltage level, as indicated by the preceding tilda
on each signal name. In one embodiment, timing signals T1-T6 are provided on select lines (e.g., select lines 212a-212f
shown in Figure 7). Address generator 400 is one embodiment of a control circuit configured to respond to a control
signal (e.g., CSYNC) to initiate a sequence (e.g., a sequence of addresses ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 in forward or reverse order)
to enable the firing cells 120 for activation.

[0078] The address generator 400 includes resistor divide networks 412, 414 and 416 that receive timing signals T2,
T4 and T6. Resistor divide network 412 receives timing signal T2 through timing signal line 418 and divides down the
voltage level of timing signal T2 to provide a reduced voltage level T2 timing signal on first evaluation signal line 420.
Resistor divide network 414 receives timing signal T4 though timing signal line 422 and divides down the voltage level
of timing signal T4 to provide a reduced voltage level T4 timing signal on second evaluation signal line 424. Resistor
divide network 416 receives timing signal T6 through timing signal line 426 and divides down the voltage level of timing
signal T6 to provide a reduced voltage level T6 timing signal on third evaluation signal line 428.

[0079] The shift register 402 receives control signal CSYNC through control signal line 430 and direction signals
through direction signal lines 408. Also, shift register 402 receives timing signal T1 through timing signal line 432 as first
pre-charge signal PRE1. The reduced voltage level T2 timing signal is received through first evaluation signal line 420
as first evaluation signal EVAL1. Timing signal T3 is received through timing signal line 434 as second pre-charge signal
PRE2, and the reduced voltage level T4 timing signal is received through second evaluation signal line 424 as second
evaluation signal EVAL2. The shift register 402 provides shift register output signals SO1-S0O13 on shift register output
lines 410a-410m.

[0080] Shift register 402 includes thirteen shift register cells 403a-403m that provide the thirteen shift register output
signals SO1-S013. Each shift register cell 403a-403m provides one of the shift register output signals SO1-SO13. The
thirteen shift register cells 403a-403m are electrically coupled in series to provide shifting in the forward direction and
the reverse direction. In other embodiments, shift register 402 can include any suitable number of shift register cells
403 to provide any suitable number of shift register output signals, to provide any number of desired address signals.
[0081] Shift register cell 403a provides shift register output signal SO1 on shift register output line 410a. Shift register
cell 403b provides shift register output signal SO2 on shift register output line 410b. Shift register cell 403c provides shift
register output signal SO3 on shift register output line 410c. Shift register cell 403d provides shift register output signal
S04 on shift register output line 410d. Shift register cell 403e provides shift register output signal SO5 on shift register
output line 410e. Shift register cell 403f provides shift register output signal SO6 on shift register output line 410f. Shift
register cell 403g provides shift register output signal SO7 on shift register output line 410g. Shift register cell 403h
provides shift register output signal SO8 on shift register output line 410h. Shift register cell 403i provides shift register
output signal SO9 on shift register output line 410i. Shift register cell 403] provides shift register output signal SO10 on
shift register output line 410j. Shift register cell 403k provides shift register output signal SO11 on shift register output
line 410k. Shift register cell 403| provides shift register output signal SO12 on shift register output line 410l and shift
register cell 403m provides shift register output signal SO13 on shift register output line 410m.

[0082] The direction circuit 404 receives control signal CSYNC on control signal line 430. Timing signal T3 is received
on timing signal line 434 as fourth pre-charge signal PRE4. The reduced voltage level T4 timing signal is received on
evaluation signal line 424 as fourth evaluation signal EVAL4. Timing signal T5 is received on timing signal line 436 as
third pre-charge signal PRE3, and the reduced voltage level T6 timing signal is received on evaluation signal line 428
as third evaluation signal EVAL3. The direction circuit 404 provides direction signals to shift register 402 through direction
signal lines 408.

[0083] The logic array 406 includes address line pre-charge transistors 438a-438g, address evaluation transistors
440a-440m, evaluation prevention transistors 442a and 442b, and logic evaluation pre-charge transistor 444. Also, logic
array 406 includes address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 that decode shift register output signals SO1-SO13 on shift
register output lines 410a-410m to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. The logic array 406 includes address one
transistors 446a and 446b, address two transistors 448a and 448b, address three transistors 450a and 450b, address
four transistors 452a and 452b, address five transistors 454a and 454b, address six transistors 456a and 456b, address
seven transistors 458a and 458b, address eight transistors 460a and 460b, address nine transistors 462a and 462b,
address ten transistors 464a and 464b, address eleven transistors 466a and 466b, address twelve transistors 468a and

1"



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

468b and address thirteen transistors 470a and 470b.

[0084] The address line pre-charge transistors 438a-438g are electrically coupled to T3 signal line 434 and address
lines 472a-472g. The gate and one side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438a are electrically
coupled to T3 signal line 434. The other side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438a is
electrically coupled to address line 472a. The gate and one side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge
transistor 438b are electrically coupled to T3 signal line 434. The other side of the drain-source path of address line pre-
charge transistor 438b is electrically coupled to address line 472b. The gate and one side of the drain-source path of
address line pre-charge transistor 438c are electrically coupled to T3 signal line 434. The other side of the drain-source
path of address line pre-charge transistor 438c is electrically coupled to address line 472c. The gate and one side of
the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438d are electrically coupled to T3 signal line 434. The other
side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438d is electrically coupled to address line 472d. The
gate and one side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438e are electrically coupled to T3 signal
line 434. The other side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438e is electrically coupled to
addressline 472e. The gate and one side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438f are electrically
coupled to T3 signal line 434. The other side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge transistor 438f is
electrically coupled to address line 472f. The gate and one side of the drain-source path of address line pre-charge
transistor 4389 are electrically coupled to T3 signal line 434. The other side of the drain-source path of address line
pre-charge transistor 438g is electrically coupled to address line 472g. In one embodiment, address line pre-charge
transistors 438a-438g are electrically coupled to T4 signal line 422, instead of T3 signal line 434. The T4 signal line 422
is electrically coupled to the gate and one side of the drain-source path of each of the address line pre-charge transistor
438a-438g.

[0085] The gate of each of the address evaluation transistors 440a-440m is electrically coupled to logic evaluation
signal line 474. One side of the drain-source path of each of the address evaluation transistors 440a-440m is electrically
coupled to ground. In addition, the drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440a is electrically coupled to
evaluation line 476a. The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440b is electrically coupled to evaluation
line 476b. The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440c is electrically coupled to evaluation line 476c.
The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440d is electrically coupled to evaluation line 476d. The drain-
source path of address evaluation transistor 440e is electrically coupled to evaluation line 476e. The drain-source path
of address evaluation transistor 440f is electrically coupled to evaluation line 476f. The drain-source path of address
evaluation transistor 440g is electrically coupled to evaluation line 476g. The drain-source path of address evaluation
transistor 440h is electrically coupled to evaluation line 476h. The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor
440iis electrically coupled to evaluation line 476i. The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440j is electrically
coupled to evaluation line 476j. The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440k is electrically coupled to
evaluation line 476k. The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440l is electrically coupled to evaluation
line 4761. The drain-source path of address evaluation transistor 440m is electrically coupled to evaluation line 476m.
[0086] The gate and one side of the drain-source path of logic evaluation pre-charge transistor 444 are electrically
coupled to T5 signal line 436 and the other side of the drain-source path is electrically coupled to logic evaluation signal
line 474. The gate of evaluation prevention transistor 442a is electrically coupled to T3 signal line 434. The drain-source
path of evaluation prevention transistor 442a is electrically coupled on one side to logic evaluation signal line 474 and
on the other side to the reference at 478. The gate of evaluation prevention transistor 442b is electrically coupled to T4
signal line 422. The drain-source path of evaluation prevention transistor 442b is electrically coupled on one side to logic
evaluation signal line 474 and on the other side to the reference at 478.

[0087] The drain-source paths of address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 are electrically coupled between address
lines 472a-472g and evaluation lines 476a-476m. The gates of address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 are driven by
shift register output signals SO1-SO13 through shift register output signal lines 410a-410m.

[0088] The gates of address one transistors 446a and 446b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410a. The drain-source path of address one transistor 446a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472a and
on the other side to evaluation line 476a. The drain-source path of address one transistor 446b is electrically coupled
one on side to address line 472b and on the other side to evaluation line 476a. A high level shift register output signal
SO1 on shift register output signal line 410a turns on address one transistors 446a and 446b as address evaluation
transistor 440a is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL on logic evaluation signal line 474. The
address one transistor 446a and address evaluation transistor 440a conduct to actively pull address line 472a to a low
voltage level. The address one transistor 446b and address evaluation transistor 440a conduct to actively pull address
line 472b to a low voltage level.

[0089] The gates of address two transistors 448a and 448b are electrically coupled to shift register output line 410b.
The drain-source path of address two transistor 448a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472a and on
the other side to evaluation line 476b. The drain-source path of address two transistor 448b is electrically coupled on
one side to address line 472c and on the other side to evaluation line 476b. A high level shift register output signal SO2
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on shift register output signal line 410b turns on address two transistors 448a and 448b as address evaluation transistor
440b is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL on logic evaluation signal line 474. The address two
transistor 448a and address evaluation transistor 440b conduct to actively pull address line 472a to a low voltage level.
The address two transistor 448b and address evaluation transistor 440b conduct to actively pull address line 472c to a
low voltage level.

[0090] The gates of address three transistors 450a and 450b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410c. The drain-source path of address three transistor 450a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472a
and on the other side to evaluation line 476c¢. The drain-source path of address three transistor 450b is electrically
coupled on one side to address line 472d and on the other side to evaluation line 476c¢. A high level shift register output
signal SO3 on shiftregister output signal line 410c turns on address three transistors 450a and 450b as address evaluation
transistor 440c is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL on logic evaluation signal line 474. The
address three transistor 450a and address evaluation transistor 440c conduct to actively pull address line 472a to a low
voltage level. The address three transistor 450b and address evaluation transistor 440c conduct to actively pull address
line 472d to a low voltage level.

[0091] The gates of address four transistors 452a and 452b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410d. The drain-source path of address four transistor 452a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472a and
on the other side to evaluation line 476d. The drain-source path of address four transistor 452b is electrically coupled
on one side to address line 472e and on the other side to evaluation line 476d. A high level shift register output signal
S04 on shift register output signal line 410d turns on address four transistors 452a and 452b as address evaluation
transistor 440d is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL on logic evaluation signal line 474. The
address four transistor 452a and address evaluation transistor 440d conduct to actively pull address line 472a to a low
voltage level. The address four transistor 452b and address evaluation transistor 440d conduct to actively pull address
line 472e to a low voltage level.

[0092] The gates of address five transistors 454a and 454b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410e. The drain-source path of address five transistor 454a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472a and
on the other side to evaluation line 476e. The drain-source path of address five transistor 454b is electrically coupled
on one side to address line 472f and on the other side to evaluation line 476e. A high level shift register output signal
SO5 on shift register output signal line 410e turns on address five transistors 454a and 454b as address evaluation
transistor 440e is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address five transistor 454a and
address evaluation transistor 440e conduct to actively pull address line 472a to a low voltage level. The address five
transistor 454b and address evaluation transistor 440e conduct to actively pull address line 472f to a low voltage level.
[0093] The gates of address six transistors 456a and 456b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410f. The drain-source path of address six transistor 456a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472a and
on the other side to evaluation line 476f. The drain-source path of address six transistor 456b is electrically coupled on
one side to address line 472g and on the other side to evaluation line 476f. A high level shift register output signal SO6
on shift register output signal line 410f turns on address six transistors 456a and 456b to conduct as address evaluation
transistor 440f is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address six transistor 456a and address
evaluation transistor 440f conduct to actively pull address line 472a to a low voltage level. The address six transistor
456b and address evaluation transistor 440f conduct to actively pull address line 472g to a low voltage level.

[0094] The gates of address seven transistors 458a and 458b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal
line 410g. The drain-source path of address six transistor 458a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472b
and on the other side to evaluation line 476g. The drain source path of address six transistor 458b is electrically coupled
on one side to address line 472¢ and on the other side to evaluation line 476g. A high level shift register output signal
SO7 on shift register output signal line 410g turns on address six transistors 458a and 458b as address evaluation
transistor 440g is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address seven transistor 458a and
address evaluation transistor 440g conduct to actively pull address line 472b to a low voltage level. The address seven
transistor 458b and address evaluation transistor 440g conduct to actively pull address line 472c to a low voltage level.
[0095] The gates of address eight transistors 460a and 460b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410h. The drain-source path of address eight transistor 460a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472b
and on the other side to evaluation line 476h. The drain-source path of address eight transistor 460b is electrically
coupled on one side to address line 472d and on the other side to evaluation line 476h. A high level shift register output
signal SO8 on shiftregister output signal line 410h turns on address eight transistors 460a and 460b as address evaluation
transistor 440h is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address eight transistor 460a and
address evaluation transistor 440h conduct to actively pull address line 472b to a low voltage level. The address eight
transistor 460b and address evaluation transistor 440h conduct to actively pull address line 472d to a low voltage level.
[0096] The gates of address nine transistors 462a and 462b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410i. The drain-source path of address nine transistor 462a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472b and
on the other side to evaluation line 476i. The drain-source path of address nine transistor 462b is electrically coupled
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on one side to address line 472e and on the other side to evaluation line 476i. A high level shift register output signal
SO9 on shift register output signal line 410i turns on address nine transistors 462a and 462b to conduct as address
evaluation transistor 440i is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address nine transistor 462a
and address evaluation transistor 440i conduct to actively pull address line 472b to a low voltage level. The address
nine transistor 462b and address evaluation transistor 440i conduct to actively pull address line 472e to a low voltage level.
[0097] The gates of address ten transistors 464a and 464b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal line
410j. The drain-source path of address ten transistor 464a is electrically coupled on one side to address line 472b and
on the other side to evaluation line 476j. The drain-source path of address ten transistor 464b is electrically coupled on
one side to address line 472f and on the other side to evaluation line 476j. A high level shift register output signal SO10
on shift register output signal line 410j turns on address ten transistors 464a and 464b as address evaluation transistor
440jis turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address ten transistor 464a and address evaluation
transistor 440j conduct to actively pull address line 472b to a low voltage level. The address ten transistor 464b and
address evaluation transistor 440j conduct to actively pull address line 472f to a low voltage level.

[0098] The gates of address eleven transistors 466a and 466b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal
line 410k. The drain-source path of address eleven transistor 466a is electrically coupled on one side to address line
472b and on the other side to evaluation line 476k. The drain-source path of address eleven transistor 466b is electrically
coupled on one side to address line 472g and on the other side to evaluation line 476k. A high level shift register output
signal SO11 on shift register output signal line 410k turns on address eleven transistors 466a and 466b as address
evaluation transistor 440k is turned on by a high voltage evaluation signal LEVAL. The address eleven transistor 466a
and address evaluation transistor 440k conduct to actively pull address line 472b to a low voltage level. The address
eleven transistor 466b and address evaluation transistor 440k conduct to actively pull address line 472g to a low voltage
level.

[0099] The gates of address twelve transistors 468a and 468b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal
line 4101. The drain-source path of address twelve transistor 468a is electrically coupled on one side to address line
472c and on the other side to evaluation line 476l. The drain-source path of address twelve transistor 468b is electrically
coupled on one side to address line 472d and on the other side to evaluation line 4761. A high level shift register output
signal SO12 on shift register output signal line 410l turns on address twelve transistors 468a and 468b as address
evaluation transistor 440l is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address twelve transistor
468a and address evaluation transistor 440l conduct to actively pull address line 472c to a low voltage level. The address
twelve transistor 468b and address evaluation transistor 440l conduct to actively pull address line 472d to a low voltage
level.

[0100] The gates of address thirteen transistors 470a and 470b are electrically coupled to shift register output signal
line 410m. The drain-source path of address thirteen transistor 470a is electrically coupled on one side to address line
472c and on the other side to evaluation line 476m. The drain-source path of address thirteen transistor 470b is electrically
coupled on one side to address line 472e and on the other side to evaluation line 476m. A high level shift register output
signal SO13 on shift register output signal line 410m turns on address thirteen transistors 470a and 470b as address
evaluation transistor 440m is turned on by a high voltage level evaluation signal LEVAL. The address thirteen transistor
470a and address evaluation transistor 440m conduct to actively pull address line 472c to a low voltage level. The
address thirteen transistor 470b and address evaluation transistor 440m conduct to actively pull address line 472e to a
low voltage level.

[0101] The shift register 402 shifts a single high voltage level output signal from one shift register output signal line
410a-410m to the next shift register output signal line 410a-410m. Shift register 402 receives a control pulse in control
signal CSYNC on control line 430 and a series of timing pulses from timing signals T1-T4 to shift the received control
pulse into shift register 402. In response, shift register 402 provides a single high voltage level shift register output signal
SO1 or SO13. All of the other shift register output signals S01-SO13 are provided at low voltage levels. Shift register
402 receives another series of timing pulses from timing signals T1-T4 and shifts the single high voltage level output
signal from one shift register output signal SO1-SO13 to the next shift register output signal SO1-SO13, with all other
shift register output signals SO1-SO13 provided at low voltage levels. Shift register 402 receives a repeating series of
timing pulses and in response to each series of timing pulses, shift register 402 shifts the single high voltage level output
signal to provide a series of up to thirteen high voltage level shift register output signals SO1-SO13. Each high voltage
level shift register output signal SO1-SO13 turns on two address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 to provide address
signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 to firing cells 120. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 are provided in thirteen address time
slots that correspond to the thirteen shift register output signals SO1-SO13. In another embodiment, shift register 402
can include any suitable number of shift register output signals, such as fourteen, to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 in any suitable number of address time slots, such as fourteen address time slots.

[0102] The shift register 402 receives direction signals from direction circuit 404 through direction signal lines 408.
The direction signals set up the direction of shifting in shift register 402. The shift register 402 can be set to shift the high
voltage level output signal in a forward direction, from shift register output signal SO1 to shift register output signal SO13,
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or in a reverse direction, from shift register output signal SO13 to shift register output signal SO1.

[0103] In the forward direction, shift register 402 receives the control pulse in control signal CSYNC and provides a
high voltage level shift register output signal SO1. All other shift register output signals SO2-SO13 are provided at low
voltage levels. Shift register 402 receives the next series of timing pulses and provides a high voltage level shift register
output signal SO2, with all other shift register output signals SO1 and SO3-SO13 provided at low voltage levels. Shift
register 402 receives the next series of timing pulses and provides a high voltage level shift register output signal SO3,
with all other shift register output signals SO1, SO2, and SO4-SO13 provided at low voltage levels. Shift register 402
continues to shift the high level output signal in response to each series of timing pulses up to and including providing
a high voltage level shift register output signal SO13, with all other shift register output signals SO1-SO12 provided at
low voltage levels. After providing the high voltage level shift register output signal SO13, shift register 402 receives the
next series of timing pulses and provides low voltage level signals for all shift register output signals SO1-SO13. Another
control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided to start or initiate shift register 402 shifting in the forward direction
series of high voltage level output signals from shift register output signal SO1 to shift register output signal SO13.
[0104] In the reverse direction, shift register 402 receives a control pulse in control signal CSYNC and provides a high
level shift register output signal SO13. All other shift register output signals SO1-SO12 are provided at low voltage levels.
Shift register 402 receives the next series of timing pulses and provides a high voltage level shift register output signal
S012, with all other shift register output signals SO1-SO11 and SO13 provided at low voltage levels. Shift register 402
receives the next series of timing pulses and provides a high voltage level shift register output signal SO11, with all other
shift register output signals SO1-SO10, SO12 and SO13 provided at low voltage levels. Shift register 402 continues to
shift the high voltage level output signal in response to each series of timing pulses, up to and including providing a high
voltage level shift register output signal SO1, with all other shift register output signals SO2-S0O13 provided at low voltage
levels. After providing the high voltage level shift register output signal SO1, shift register 402 receives the next series
of timing pulses and provides low voltage level signals for all shift register output signals SO1-SO13. Another control
pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided to start or initiate shift register 402 shifting in the reverse direction series of
high voltage output signals from shift register output signal SO13 to shift register output signal SO1.

[0105] The direction circuit 404 provides two direction signals through direction signal lines 408. The direction signals
set the forward/reverse shifting direction in shift register 402. Also, the direction signals can be used to clear the high
voltage level output signal from shift register 402.

[0106] The direction circuit 404 receives a repeating series of timing pulses from timing signals T3-T6. In addition,
direction circuit 404 receives control pulses in control signal CSYNC on control line 430. The direction circuit 404 provides
forward direction signals in response to receiving a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse from timing signal T4.
The forward direction signals set shift register 402 for shifting in the forward direction from shift register output signal
SO1 to shift register output signal SO13. The direction circuit 404 provides reverse direction signals in response to
receiving a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse from timing signal T6. The reverse direction signals set shift
register 402 for shifting in the reverse direction, from shift register output signal SO13 to shift register output signal SO1.
Direction circuit 404 provides direction signals that clear shift register 402 in response to direction circuit 404 receiving
control pulses coincident with both a timing pulse from timing signal T4 and a timing pulse from timing signal T6.
[0107] The logic array 406 receives shift register output signals SO1-SO13 on shift register output signal lines 410a-
410m and timing pulses from timing signals T3-T5 on timing signal lines 434, 422 and 436. In response to a single high
voltage level output signal in the shift register output signals SO1-SO13 and the timing pulses from timing signals T3-
T5, logic array 406 provides two low voltage level address signals out of the seven address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~AT7.
[0108] The logic array 406 receives a timing pulse from timing signal T3 that turns on evaluation prevention transistor
442a to pull the evaluation signal line 474 to a low voltage level and turn off address evaluation transistors 440. Also,
the timing pulse from timing signal T3 charges address lines 472a-472g to high voltage levels through address line pre-
charge transistors 438. In one embodiment, the timing pulse from timing signal T3 is replaced by the timing pulse from
timing signal T4 to charge address lines 472a-472g to high voltage levels through address line pre-charge transistors 438.
[0109] The timing pulse from timing signal T4 turns on evaluation prevention transistor 442b to pull evaluation signal
line 474 to a low voltage level and turn off address evaluation transistors 440. The shift register output signals S01-SO13
settle to valid output signals during the timing pulse from timing signal T4. A single high voltage level output signal in
the shift register output signals SO1-SO13 is provided to the gates of an address transistor pair 446, 448, ... 470 in logic
array 406. A timing pulse from timing signal T5 charges the evaluation signal line 474 to a high voltage level to turn on
address evaluation transistors 440. As address evaluation transistors 440 are turned on, an address transistor pair 446,
448, ... or 470 in logic array 406 that receive the high voltage level shift register output signal SO1-SO13 conduct to
discharge the corresponding address lines 472. The corresponding address lines 472 are actively pulled low through
conducting address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 and a conducting address evaluation transistor 440. The other
address lines 472 remain charged to a high voltage level.

[0110] Thelogicarray 406 provides two low voltage level address signals out of the seven address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 in each address time slot. If shift register output signal SO1 is at a high voltage level, address one transistors 446a
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and 446b conduct to pull address lines 472a and 472b to low voltage levels and provide active low address signals ~A1
and ~AZ2. If shift register output signal SO2 is at a high voltage level, address two transistors 448a and 448b conduct to
pull address lines 472a and 472c to low voltage levels and provide active low address signals ~A1 and ~A3. If shift
register output signal SO3 is at a high voltage level, address three transistors 450a and 450b conduct to pull address
lines 472a and 472d to low voltage levels and provide active low address signals ~A1 and ~A4, and so on for each shift
register output signal SO4-SO13. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 for each of the thirteen address time slots,
which correlate to the shift register output signals SO1-SO13, are set out in the following table:

Address Time Slot | Active address signals
1 ~A1 and ~A2
2 ~A1 and ~A3
3 ~A1 and ~A4
4 ~A1 and ~A5
5 ~A1 and ~A6
6 ~A1 and ~A7
7 ~A2 and ~A3
8 ~A2 and ~A4
9 ~A2 and ~A5
10 ~A2 and ~A6
11 ~A2 and ~A7
12 ~A3 and ~A4
13 ~A3 and ~A5

[0111] Inanother embodiment, logic array 406 can provide active address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 for each of thirteen
address time slots as set out in the following table:

Address Time Slot | Active address signals
1 ~A1 and ~A3
2 ~A1 and ~A4
3 ~A1 and ~A5
4 ~A1 and ~A6
5 ~A2 and ~A4
6 ~A2 and ~A5
7 ~A2 and ~A6
8 ~A2 and ~A7
9 ~A3 and ~A5
10 ~A3 and ~A6
11 ~A3 and ~A7
12 ~A4 and ~A6
13 ~A4 and ~A7

[0112] Also, in other embodiments, the logic array 406 can include address transistors that provide any suitable number
of low voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 for each high voltage level output signal SO1-SO13 and in any
suitable sequence of low voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. This can be done by, for example, appropriately
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locating each transistor pair 446, 448, ... 470 to discharge any two desired address lines 672a-g.

[0113] In addition, in other embodiments, logic array 406 can include any suitable number of address lines to provide
any suitable number of address signals in any suitable number of address timeslots.

[0114] In operation, a repeating series of six timing pulses is provided from timing signals T1-T6. Each of the timing
signals T1-T6 provides one timing pulse in each series of six timing pulses. The timing pulse from timing signal T1 is
followed by the timing pulse from timing signal T2, followed by the timing pulse from timing signal T3, followed by the
timing pulse from timing signal T4, followed by the timing pulse from timing signal T5, which is followed by the timing
pulse from timing signal T6. The series of six timing pulses is repeated in the repeating series of six timing pulses.
[0115] In one series of the six timing pulses, direction circuit 404 receives a timing pulse from timing signal T3 in fourth
pre-charge signal PRE4. The timing pulse in fourth pre-charge signal PRE4 charges a first one of the direction lines 408
to a high voltage level. The direction circuit 404 receives a reduced voltage level timing pulse from timing signal T4 in
fourth evaluation signal EVAL4. If direction circuit 404 receives a control pulse in control signal CSYNC coincident with
(at the same time as) the fourth evaluation signal EVAL4, direction circuit 404 discharges the first direction line 408. If
direction 404 receives a low voltage level control signal CSYNC coincident with the timing pulse in the fourth evaluation
signal EVALA4, the first direction line 408 remains charged to a high voltage level.

[0116] Next, direction circuit 404 receives a timing pulse from timing signal T5 in third pre-charge signal PRE3. The
timing pulse in third pre-charge signal PRE3 charges a second one of the direction lines 408. The direction circuit 404
receives a reduced voltage level timing pulse from timing signal T6 in third evaluation signal EVAL3. If the direction
circuit 404 receives a control pulse in control signal CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in third evaluation signal
EVALS, direction circuit 404 discharges the second direction line 408 to a low voltage level. If direction circuit 404 receives
a low voltage level control signal CSYNC coincident with the timing pulse in third evaluation signal EVAL3, the second
direction line 408 remains charged to a high voltage level.

[0117] If the first direction line 408 is discharged to a low voltage level and the second direction line 408 remains at a
high voltage level, the signal levels on the first and second direction lines 408 set up shift register 402 to shift in the
forward direction. If the first direction line 408 remains at a high voltage level and the second direction line 408 is
discharged to a low voltage level, the signal levels on direction lines 408 set up shift register 402 to shift in the reverse
direction. Ifboth the firstand second direction lines 408 are discharged to low voltage levels, shiftregister 402 is prevented
from providing a high voltage level shift register output signal SO1-S0O13. The direction signals on direction lines 408
are set during each series of six timing pulses.

[0118] To begin, the direction is setin one series of six timing pulses and shift register 402 is initiated in the next series
of six timing pulses. To initiate shift register 402, shift register 402 receives a timing pulse from timing signal T1 in first
pre-charge signal PRE1. The timing pulse in first pre-charge signal PRE1 pre-charges an internal node in each of the
thirteen shift register cells, indicated at 403a-403m. The shift register 402 receives a reduced voltage level timing pulse
from timing signal T2 in first evaluation signal EVAL1. If a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is received by shift
register 402 coincident with the timing pulse in first evaluation signal EVALA1, shift register 402 discharges the internal
node of one of the thirteen shift register cells to provide a low voltage level at the discharged internal node. If the control
signal CSYNC remains at a low voltage level coincident with the timing pulse in first evaluation signal EVAL1, the internal
node in each of the thirteen shift register cells remains at a high voltage level.

[0119] Shift register 402 receives a timing pulse from timing signal T3 in second pre-charge signal PRE2. The timing
pulse in second pre-charge signal PRE2 pre-charges each of the thirteen shift register output lines 410a-410m to provide
high voltage level shift register output signals SO1-SO13. Shift register 402 receives a reduced voltage level timing pulse
from timing signal T4 in second evaluation signal EVAL2. If the internal node in a shift register cell 403 is at a low voltage
level, such as after receiving the control pulse from control signal CSYNC coincident with the timing pulse in first evaluation
signal EVALA1, shift register 402 maintains the shift register output signal SO1-SO13 at the high voltage level. If the
internal node in a shift register cell 403 is at a high voltage level, such as in all other shift register cells 403, shift register
402 discharges the shift register output line 410a-410m to provide low voltage level shift register output signals SO1-
S0O13. The shift register 402 is initiated in one series of the six timing pulses. The shift register output signals SO1-SO13
become valid during the timing pulse from timing signal T4 in second evaluation signal EVAL2 and remain valid until the
timing pulse from timing signal T3 in the next series of six timing pulses. In each subsequent series of the six timing
pulses, shift register 402 shifts the high voltage level shift register output signal SO1-SO13 from one shift register cell
403 to the next shift register cell 403.

[0120] The logic array 406 receives the shift register output signals SO1-SO13. In one embodiment, logic array 406
receives the timing pulse from timing signal T3 to pre-charge address lines 472 and turn off address evaluation transistors
440. In one embodiment, logic array 406 receives the timing pulse from timing signal T3 to turn off address evaluation
transistors 440 and a timing pulse from timing signal T4 to pre-charge address lines 472.

[0121] Logic array 406 receives the timing pulse from timing signal T4 to turn off address evaluation transistors 440
as shift register output signals SO1-SO13 settle to valid shift register output signals SO1-SO13. If shift register 402 is
initiated, one shift register output signal SO1-SO13 remains at a high voltage level after the timing pulse from timing

17



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

signal T4. Logic array 406 receives the timing pulse from timing signal T5 to charge evaluation signal line 474 and turn
on address evaluation transistor 440. The address transistor pair 446, 448, ... 470 that receives the high voltage level
shift register output signal SO1-SO13 are turned on to pull two of the seven address lines 472a-472g to low voltage
levels. The two low voltage level address signals in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 are used to enable firing cells 120
and firing cell subgroups for activation. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 become valid during the timing pulse from
timing signal T5 and remain valid until the timing pulse from timing signal T3 in the next series of six timing pulses.
[0122] If shift register 402 is not initiated, all shift register output lines 410 are discharged to provide low voltage level
shift register output signals SO1-SO13. The low voltage level shift register output signals SO1-SO13 turns off address
transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 and address lines 472 remain charged to provide high voltage level address signals
~A1,~A2, ...~A7.Thehigh voltage level address signals ~A1,~A2, ... ~A7 preventfiring cells 120 and firing cell subgroups
from being enabled for activation.

[0123] While Figure 9 describes one embodiment of an address circuit, other embodiments employing different logic
elements and components may be utilized. For example, a controller that receives the above described input signals,
e.g. signal T1-T6 and that provides address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 may be utilized.

[0124] Figure 10A is a diagram illustrating one shift register cell 403a in shift register 402. Shift register 402 includes
thirteen shift register cells 403a-403m that provide the thirteen shift register output signals SO1-SO13. Each shift register
cell 403a-403m provides one of the shift register output signals SO1-SO13 and each shift register cell 403a-403m is
similar to shift register cell 403a. The thirteen shift register cells 403 are electrically coupled in series to provide shifting
in the forward and reverse directions. In other embodiments, shift register 402 can include any suitable number of shift
register cells 403 to provide any suitable number of shift register output signals.

[0125] The shift register cell 403a includes a first stage that is an input stage, indicated with dashed lines at 500, and
a second stage that is an output stage, indicated with dashed lines at 502. The first stage 500 includes a first pre-charge
transistor 504, a first evaluation transistor 506, a forward input transistor 508, a reverse input transistor 510, a forward
direction transistor 512 and a reverse direction transistor 514. The second stage 502 includes a second pre-charge
transistor 516, a second evaluation transistor 518 and an internal node transistor 520.

[0126] Inthefirststage 500, the gate and one side of the drain-source path of first pre-charge transistor 504 is electrically
coupled to timing signal line 432. The timing signal line 432 provides timing signal T1 to shift register 402 as first pre-
charge signal PRE1. The other side of the drain-source path of first pre-charge transistor 504 is electrically coupled to
one side of the drain-source path of first evaluation transistor 506 and the gate of internal node transistor 520 through
internal node 522. The internal node 522 provides shift register internal node signal SN1 between stages 500 and 502
to the gate of internal node transistor 520.

[0127] The gate of first evaluation transistor 506 is electrically coupled to first evaluation signal line 420. The first
evaluation signal line 420 provides the reduced voltage level T2 timing signal to shift register 402 as first evaluation
signal EVAL1. The other side of the drain-source path of first evaluation transistor 506 is electrically coupled to one side
of the drain-source path of forward input transistor 508 and one side of the drain-source path of reverse input transistor
510 through internal path 524.

[0128] The other side of the drain-source path of forward input transistor 508 is electrically coupled to one side of the
drain-source path of forward direction transistor 512 at 526, and the other side of the drain-source path of reverse input
transistor 510 is electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of reverse direction transistor 514 at 528. The
drain-source paths of forward direction transistor 512 and reverse direction transistor 514 are electrically coupled to a
reference, such as ground, at 530.

[0129] The gate of the forward direction transistor 512 is electrically coupled to direction line 408a that receives the
forward direction signal DIRF from direction circuit 404. The gate of the reverse direction transistor 514 is electrically
coupled to direction line 408b that receives the reverse direction signal DIRR from direction circuit 404.

[0130] In the second stage 502, the gate and one side of the drain-source path of second pre-charge transistor 516
are electrically coupled to timing signal line 434. The timing signal line 434 provides timing signal T3 to shift register 402
as second pre-charge signal PRE2. The other side of the drain-source path of second pre-charge transistor 516 is
electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of second evaluation transistor 518 and to shift register output
line 410a. The other side of the drain-source path of second evaluation transistor 518 is electrically coupled to one side
of the drain-source path of internal node transistor 520 at 532. The gate of second evaluation transistor 518 is electrically
coupled to second evaluation signal line 424 to provide the reduced voltage level T4 timing signal to shift register 402
as second evaluation signal EVAL2. The gate of internal node transistor 520 is electrically coupled to internal node 522
and the other side of the drain-source path of internal node transistor 520 is electrically coupled to a reference, such as
ground, at 534. The gate of the internal node transistor 520 includes a capacitance at 536 for storing the shift register
cell internal node signal SN1. The shift register output signal line 410a includes a capacitance at 538 for storing the shift
register output signal SO1.

[0131] Each shift register cell 403a-403m in the series of thirteen shift register cells 403 is similar to shift register cell
403a. The gate of the forward direction transistor 508 in each shift register cell 403a-403m is electrically coupled to the

18



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

control line 430 or one of the shift register output lines 410a-410I to shift in the forward direction. The gate of the reverse
direction transistor 510 in each shift register cell 403a-403m is electrically coupled to the control line 430 or one of the
shift register output lines 410b-410m to shift in the reverse direction. The shift register output signal lines 410 are
electrically coupled to one forward transistor 508 and one reverse transistor 510, except for shift register output signal
lines 410a and 410m. Shift register output signal line 410a is electrically coupled to a forward direction transistor 508 in
shift register cell 403b, but not a reverse direction transistor 510. Shift register output signal line 410m is electrically
coupled to a reverse direction transistor 510 in shift register cell 403I, but not a forward direction transistor 508.

[0132] The shiftregister cell 403a is the first shift register 403 in the series of thirteen shift registers 403 as shift register
402 shifts in the forward direction. The gate of forward input transistor 508 in shift register cell 403a is electrically coupled
to control signal line 430 to receive control signal CSYNC. The second shift register cell 403b includes the gate of the
forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410a to receive shift register output signal SO1.
The third shift register cell 403c includes the gate of the forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register
output line 410b to receive shift register output signal SO2. The fourth shift register cell 403d includes the gate of the
forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410c to receive shift register output signal SO3.
The fifth shift register cell 403e includes the gate of the forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register
output line 410d to receive shift register output signal SO4. The sixth shift register cell 403f includes the gate of the
forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410e to receive shift register output signal SO5.
The seventh shift register cell 403g includes the gate of the forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register
output line 410f to receive shift register output signal SO6 The eighth shift register cell 403h includes the gate of the
forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410g to receive shift register output signal SO7.
The ninth shift register cell 403i includes the gate of the forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output
line 410h to receive shift register output signal SO8 The tenth shift register cell 403j includes the gate of the forward
input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410i to receive shift register output signal SO9. The
eleventh shift register cell 403k includes the gate of the forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output
line 410j to receive shift register output signal SO10. The twelfth shift register cell 4031 includes the gate of the forward
input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410k to receive shift register output signal SO11. The
thirteenth shift register cell 403m includes the gate of the forward input transistor electrically coupled to shift register
output line 4101 to receive shift register output signal SO12.

[0133] The shift register cell 403a is the last shift register cell 403 in the series of thirteen shift register cells 403 as
shift register 402 shifts in the reverse direction. The gate of reverse input transistor 510 in shift register cell 403a is
electrically coupled to the preceding shift register output line 410b to receive shift register output signal SO2. The shift
register cell 403b includes the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410c
to receive shift register output signal SO3. The shift register cell 403c includes the gate of the reverse input transistor
electrically coupled to shift register output line 410d to receive shift register output signal SO4. The shift register cell
403d includes the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410e to receive shift
register output signal SO5 The shift register cell 403e includes the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled
to shift register output line 410f to receive shift register output signal SO6. The shift register cell 403f includes the gate
of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 4109 to receive shift register output signal
SO7. The shift register cell 403g includes the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled to shift register
output line 410h to receive shift register output signal SO8, The shift register cell 403h includes the gate of the reverse
input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410i to receive shift register output signal SO9. The shift
register cell 403i includes the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410j to
receive shift register output signal SO10. The shift register cell 403j includes the gate of the reverse input transistor
electrically coupled to shift register output line 410k to receive shift register output signal SO11. The shift register cell
403k includes the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled to shift register output line 410l to receive shift
register output signal SO12. The shift register cell 4031 includes the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically
coupled to shift register output line 410m to receive shift register output signal SO13. The shift register cell 403m includes
the gate of the reverse input transistor electrically coupled to control signal line 430 to receive control signal CSYNC.
Shift register output lines 410a-410m are also electrically coupled to logic array 406.

[0134] Shift register 402 receives a control pulse in control signal CSYNC and provides a single high voltage level
output signal. As described above and described in detail below, the shifting direction of shift register 402 is set in
response to direction signals DIRF and DIRR, which are generated during timing pulses in timing signals T3-T6 based
on the control signal CSYNC on control signal line 430. If shift register 402 is shifting in the forward direction, shift register
402 sets shift register output line 410a and shift register output signal SO1 to a high voltage level in response to the
control pulse and timing pulses on timing signals T1-T4. If shift register 402 is shifting in the reverse direction, shift
register 402 sets shift register output line 410m and shift register output signal SO13 to a high voltage level in response
to the control pulse and timing pulses in timing signal T1-T4. The high voltage level output signal SO1 or SO13 is shifted
through shift register 402 from one shift register cell 403 to the next shift register cell 403 in response to timing pulses

19



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

in timing signals T1-T4.

[0135] The shift register 402 shifts in the control pulse and shifts the single high level output signal from one shift
register cell 403 to the next shift register cell 403 using two pre-charge operations and two evaluate operations. The first
stage 500 of each shift register cell 403 receives forward direction signal DIRF and reverse direction signal DIRR. Also,
the first stage 500 of each shift register 403 receives a forward shift register input signal SIF and a reverse shift register
input signal SIR. All shift register cells 403 in shift register 402 are set to shift in the same direction and at the same time
as timing pulses are received in timing signals T1-T4.

[0136] The first stage 500 of each shift register cell 403 shifts in either the forward shift register input signal SIF or the
reverse shift register input signal SIR. The high or low voltage level of the selected shift register input signal SIF or SIR
is provided as the shift register output signal SO1-SO13. The first stage 500 of each shift register cell 403 pre-charges
internal node 522 during a timing pulse from timing signal T1 and evaluates the selected shift register input signal SIF
or SIR during a timing pulse from timing signal T2. The second stage 502 in each shift register cell 403 pre-charges shift
register output lines 410a-410m during a timing pulse from timing signal T3 and evaluates the internal node signal SN
(e.g., SN1) during a timing pulse from timing signal T4.

[0137] The direction signals DIRF and DIRR set the forward/reverse direction of shifting in shift register cell 403a and
all other shift register cells 403 in shift register 402. Shift register 402 shifts in the forward direction if forward direction
signal DIRF is at a high voltage level and reverse direction signal DIRR is at a low voltage level. Shift register 402 shifts
in the reverse direction if reverse direction signal DIRR is at a high voltage level and forward direction signal DIRF is at
a low voltage level. If both direction signals DIRF and DIRR are at low voltage levels, shift register 402 does not shift in
either direction and all shift register output signals SO1-SO13 are cleared to inactive low voltage levels.

[0138] In operation of shifting shift register cell 403a in the forward direction, forward direction signal DIRF is set to a
high voltage level and reverse direction signal DIRR is set to a low voltage level. The high voltage level forward direction
signal DIRF turns on forward direction transistor 512 and the low voltage level reverse direction signal DIRR turns off
reverse direction transistor 514. A timing pulse from timing signal T1 is provided to shift register 402 in first pre-charge
signal PRE1 to charge internal node 522 to a high voltage level through first pre-charge transistor 504. Next, a timing
pulse from timing signal T2 is provided to resistor divide network 412 and a reduced voltage level T2 timing pulse is
provided to shift register 402 in first evaluation signal EVAL1. The timing pulse in first evaluation signal EVAL1 turns on
first evaluation transistor 506. If the forward shift register input signal SIF is at a high voltage level, forward input transistor
508 is turned on and with forward direction transistor 512 already turned on, internal node 522 is discharged to provide
a low voltage level internal node signal SN1. The internal node 522 is discharged through first evaluation transistor 506,
forward input transistor 508 and forward direction transistor 512. If the forward shift register input signal SIF is at a low
voltage level, forward input transistor 508 is turned off and internal node 522 remains charged to provide a high voltage
level internal node signal SN1. Reverse shift register input signal SIR controls reverse input transistor 510. However,
reverse direction transistor 514 is turned off such that internal node 522 cannot be discharged through reverse input
transistor 510.

[0139] The internal node signal SN1 on internal node 522 controls internal node transistor 520. A low voltage level
internal node signal SN1 turns off internal node transistor 520 and a high voltage level internal node signal SN1 turns
on internal node transistor 520.

[0140] A timing pulse from timing signal T3 is provided to shift register 402 as second pre-charge signal PRE2. The
timing pulse in second pre-charge signal PRE2 charges shift register output line 410a to a high voltage level through
second pre-charge transistor 516. Next, a timing pulse from timing signal T4 is provided to a resistor divide network 414
and a reduced voltage level T4 timing pulse is provided to shift register 402 as second evaluation signal EVAL2. The
timing pulse in second evaluation signal EVAL2 turns on second evaluation transistor 518. If internal node transistor
520 is off, shift register output line 410a remains charged to a high voltage level. If internal node transistor 520 is on,
shift register output line 410a is discharged to a low voltage level. The shift register output signal SO1 is the high/low
inverse of the internal node signal SN1, which was the high/low inverse of the forward shift register input signal SIF. The
level of the forward shift register input signal SIF was shifted to the shift register output signal SO1.

[0141] In shift register cell 403a, the forward shift register input signal SIF is control signal CSYNC on control line 430.
To discharge internal node 522 to a low voltage level, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided at the same
time as a timing pulse in first evaluation signal EVAL1. The control pulse in control signal CSYNC that is coincident with
the timing pulse from timing signal T2 initiates shift register 402 for shifting in the forward direction.

[0142] In operation of shifting shift register cell 403a in the reverse direction, forward direction signal DIRF is set to a
low voltage level and reverse direction signal DIRR is set to a high voltage level. The low voltage level forward direction
signal DIRF turns off forward direction transistor 512 and the high voltage level reverse direction signal DIRR turns on
reverse direction transistor 514. A timing pulse from timing signal T1 is provided in first pre-charge signal PRE1 to charge
internal node 522 to a high voltage level through first pre-charge transistor 504. Next, a timing pulse from timing signal
T2 is provided to resistor divide network 412 and a reduced voltage level T2 timing pulse is provided in first evaluation
signal EVAL1. The timing pulse in first evaluation signal EVAL1 turns on first evaluation transistor 506. If the reverse
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shift register input signal SIR is at a high voltage level, reverse input transistor 510 is turned on, and with reverse direction
transistor 514 already turned on, internal node 522 is discharged to provide a low voltage level internal node signal SN1.
The internal node 522 is discharged through first evaluation transistor 506, reverse input transistor 510 and reverse
direction transistor 514. If the reverse shift register input signal SIR is at a low voltage level, reverse input transistor 510
is turned off and internal node 522 remains charged to provide a high voltage level internal node signal SN1. Forward
shift register input signal SIF controls forward input transistor 508. However, forward direction transistor 512 is turned
off such that internal node 522 cannot be discharged through forward input transistor 508.

[0143] A timing pulse from timing signal T3 is provided in second pre-charge signal PRE2. The timing pulse in second
pre-charge signal PRE2 charges shift register output line 410a to a high voltage level through second pre-charge resistor
516. Next a timing pulse from timing signal T4 is provided to resistor divide network 414 and a reduced voltage level T4
timing pulse is provided in second evaluation signal EVAL2. The timing pulse in second evaluation signal EVAL2 turns
on second evaluation transistor 518. If internal node transistor 520 is off, shift register output line 410a remains charged
to a high voltage level. If internal node transistor 520 is on, shift register output line 410a is discharged to a low voltage
level. The shift register output signal SO1 is the high/low inverse of the internal node signal SN1, which was the high/low
inverse of the reverse shift register input signal SIR. The level of the reverse shift register input signal SIR was shifted
to the shift register output signal SO1.

[0144] In shift register cell 403a, the reverse shift register input signal SIR is shift register output signal SO2 on shift
register output line 410b. In shift register cell 403m, the reverse shift register input signal SIR is control signal CSYNC
on control line 430. To discharge internal node 522 in shift register cell 403m to a low voltage level, a control pulse in
control signal CSYNC is provided at the same time as a timing pulse in the first evaluation signal EVAL1. The control
pulse in control signal CSYNC that is coincident with the timing pulse from timing signal T2 initiates shift register 402
for shifting in the reverse direction from shift register cell 403m toward shift register cell 403a.

[0145] In operation of clearing shift register cell 403a and all shift register cells 403 in shift register 402, direction
signals DIRF and DIRR are set to low voltage levels. A low voltage forward direction signal DIRF turns off forward
direction transistor 512 and a low voltage level reverse direction signal DIRR turns off reverse direction transistor 514.
A timing pulse from timing signal T1 is provided in first pre-charge signal PRE1 to charge internal node 522 and provide
a high voltage level internal node signal SN1. A timing pulse from timing signal T2 is provided as a reduced voltage
level T2 timing pulse in first evaluation signal EVAL1 to turn on first evaluation transistor 506. Both forward direction
transistor 512 and reverse direction transistor 514 are turned off such that internal node 522 is not discharged through
either forward input transistor 508 or reverse input transistor 510.

[0146] The high voltage level internal node signal SN1 turns on internal node transistor 520. A timing pulse from timing
signal T3 is provided in second pre-charge signal PRE2 to charge shift register output signal line 410a and all shift
register output signal lines 410. Next, a timing pulse from timing signal T4 is provided as a reduced voltage level T4
timing pulse in second evaluation signal EVAL2 to turn on second evaluation transistor 518. The shift register output
line 410ais discharged through second evaluation transistor 518 and internal node transistor 520 to provide a low voltage
level shift register output signal SO1. Also, all other shift register output lines 410 are discharged to provide inactive low
voltage level shift register output signals SO2-SO13.

[0147] Figure 10B is a diagram illustrating direction circuit 404. The direction circuit 404 includes a forward direction
signal circuit 550 and a reverse direction signal circuit 552. The forward direction signal circuit 550 includes a third pre-
charge transistor 554, a third evaluation transistor 556 and a first control transistor 558. The reverse direction signal
circuit 552 includes a fourth pre-charge transistor 560, a fourth evaluation transistor 562 and a second control transistor
564.

[0148] The gate and one side of the drain-source path of third pre-charge transistor 554 are electrically coupled to
timing signal line 436. The timing signal line 436 provides timing signal T5 to direction circuit 404 as third pre-charge
signal PRES3. The other side of the drain-source path of third pre-charge transistor 554 is electrically coupled to one side
of the drain-source path of third evaluation transistor 556 through direction signal line 408a. The direction signal line
408a provides the forward direction signal DIRF to the gate of the forward direction transistor in each shift register cell
403 in shift register 402, such as the gate of forward direction transistor 512 in shift register cell 403a. The gate of third
evaluation transistor 556 is electrically coupled to the third evaluation signal line 428 that provides the reduced voltage
level T6 timing signal to direction circuit 404. The other side of the drain-source path of third evaluation transistor 556
is electrically coupled to the drain-source path of control transistor 558 at 566. The drain-source path of control transistor
558 is also electrically coupled to a reference, such as ground, at 568. The gate of control transistor 558 is electrically
coupled to control line 430 to receive control signal CSYNC.

[0149] The gate and one side of the drain-source path of fourth pre-charge transistor 560 are electrically coupled to
timing signal line 434. The timing signal line 434 provides timing signal T3 to direction circuit 404 as fourth pre-charge
signal PRE4. The other side of the drain-source path of fourth pre-charge transistor 560 is electrically coupled to one
side of the drain-source path of fourth evaluation transistor 562 through direction signal line 408b. The direction signal
line 408b provides the reverse direction signal DIRR to the gate of the reverse direction transistor in each shift register
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cell 403 in shift register 402, such as the gate of reverse direction transistor 514 in shift register cell 403a. The gate of
fourth evaluation transistor 562 is electrically coupled to the fourth evaluation signal line 424 that provides the reduced
voltage level T4 timing signal to direction circuit 404. The other side of the drain-source path of fourth evaluation transistor
562 is electrically coupled to the drain-source path of control transistor 564 at 570. The drain-source path of control
transistor 564 is also electrically coupled to a reference, such as ground, at 572. The gate of control transistor 564 is
electrically coupled to control line 430 to receive control signal CSYNC.

[0150] The direction signals DIRF and DIRR set the direction of shifting in shift register 402. If forward direction signal
DIRF is set to a high voltage level and reverse direction signal DIRR is set to a low voltage level, forward direction
transistors, such as forward direction transistor 512, are turned on and reverse direction transistors, such as reverse
direction transistor 514, are turned off. Shift register 402 shifts in the forward direction. If forward direction signal DIRF
is set to a low voltage level and reverse direction signal DIRR is set to a high voltage level, forward direction transistors,
such as forward direction transistor 512, are turned off and reverse direction transistors, such as reverse direction
transistor 514 are turned on. Shift register 402 shifts in the reverse direction. The direction signals DIRF and DIRR are
set during each series of timing pulses from timing signal T3-T6 as shift register 402 actively shifts in either the forward
or reverse direction. To terminate shifting or prevent shifting of shift register 402, direction signals DIRF and DIRR are
set to low voltage levels. This clears the single high voltage level signal from the shift register output signals S01-SO13,
such that all shift register output signals SO1-SO13 are at low voltage levels. The low voltage level shift register output
signals SO1-SO13 turn off all address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 and address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 remain at
high voltage levels that do not enable firing cells 120.

[0151] In operation, timing signal line 434 provides a timing pulse from timing signal T3 to direction circuit 404 in fourth
pre-charge signal PRE4. The timing pulse in fourth pre-charge signal PRE4 charges the reverse direction signal line
408b to a high voltage level. A timing pulse from timing signal T4 is provided to the resistor divide network 414 that
provides a reduced voltage level T4 timing pulse to direction circuit 404 in fourth evaluation signal EVAL4. The timing
pulse in fourth evaluation signal EVAL4 turns on fourth evaluation transistor 562. If a control pulse from control signal
CSYNC is provided to the gate of control transistor 564 at the same time as the timing pulse in fourth evaluation signal
EVALA4 is provided to fourth evaluation transistor 562, the reverse direction signal line 408b discharges to a low voltage
level. If the control signal CSYNC remains at a low voltage level as the timing pulse in the fourth evaluation signal EVAL4
is provided to fourth evaluation transistor 562, the reverse direction signal line 408b remains charged to a high voltage
level.

[0152] Timing signal line 436 provides a timing pulse from timing signal T5 to direction circuit 404 in third pre-charge
signal PRE3. The timing pulse in third pre-charge signal PRE3 charges the forward direction signal line 408a to a high
voltage level. A timing pulse from timing signal T6 is provided to resistor divide network 416 that provides a reduced
voltage level T6 timing pulse to direction circuit 404 in third evaluation circuit EVAL3. The timing pulse in third evaluation
signal EVALS turns on third evaluation transistor 556. If a control pulse from control signal CSYNC is provided to the
gate of control transistor 558 at the same time as the timing pulse in third evaluation signal EVAL3 is provided to third
evaluation transistor 556, the forward direction signal line 408a discharges to a low voltage level. If the control signal
CSYNC remains at a low voltage level as the timing pulse in the third evaluation signal EVALS3 is provided to third
evaluation transistor 556, the forward direction signal line 408a remains charged to a high voltage level.

[0153] Figure 11 is atiming diagram illustrating operation of address generator 400 in the forward direction. The timing
signals T1-T6 provide a series of six repeating pulses. Each of the timing signals T1-T6 provides one pulse in the series
of six pulses.

[0154] In one series of six pulses, timing signal T1 at 600 includes timing pulse 602, timing signal T2 at 604 includes
timing pulse 606, timing signal T3 at 608 includes timing pulse 610, timing signal T4 at 612 includes timing pulse 614,
timing signal T5 at 616 includes timing pulse 618 and timing signal T6 at 620 includes timing pulse 622. The control
signal CSYNC at 624 includes control pulses that set the direction of shifting in shift register 402 and initiate shift register
402 for generating address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7, indicated at 625.

[0155] The timing pulse 602 of timing signal T1 at 600 is provided to shift register 402 in first pre-charge signal PRE1.
During timing pulse 602, internal node 522, in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m, charges to provide high voltage
level internal node signals SN1-SN13. All shift register internal node signals SN, indicated at 626, are set to high voltage
levels at 628. The high voltage level internal node signals SN 626 turn on the internal node transistor 520 in each of the
shift register cells 403a-403m. In this example, the series of six timing pulses has been provided prior to timing pulse
602 and shift register 402 has not been initiated, such that all shift register output signals SO, indicated at 630, are
discharged to low voltage levels, indicated at 632 and all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 625 remain at high voltage
levels, indicated at 633.

[0156] The timing pulse 606 of timing signal T2 at 604 is provided to shift register 402 in first evaluation signal EVAL1.
Timing pulse 606 turns on the first evaluation transistor 506 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m. While control
signal CSYNC 624 remains at a low voltage level at 634 and all shift register output signals SO 630 remain at low voltage
levels at 636, forward input transistor 508 and reverse input transistor 510 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m

22



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

are off. The non-conducting forward input transistors 508 and non-conducting reverse input transistors 510 prevent the
internal node 522 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m from discharging to a low voltage level. All shift register
internal node signals SN 626 remain at high voltage levels at 638.

[0157] The timing pulse 610 of timing signal T3 at 608 is provided to shift register 402 in second pre-charge signal
PREZ2, to direction circuit 404 in fourth pre-charge signal PRE4 and to address line pre-charge transistors 438 and
evaluation prevention transistor 422a in logic array 406. During timing pulse 610 in second pre-charge signal PRE2, all
shift register output signals SO 630 charge to high voltage levels at 640. Also, during timing pulse 610 in fourth pre-
charge signal PRE4, reverse direction signal DIRR 642 charges to a high voltage level at 644. In addition, timing pulse
610 charges all address signals 625 to high voltage levels at 646 and turns on evaluation prevention transistor 422a to
pull logic evaluation signal LEVAL 648 to a low voltage level at 650.

[0158] Timing pulse 614 of timing signal T4 at 612 is provided to shift register 402 in second evaluation signal EVAL2,
to direction circuit 404 in fourth evaluation signal EVAL4 and to evaluation prevention transistor 422b in logic array 406.
The timing pulse 614 in second evaluation signal EVAL2 turns on second evaluation transistor 518 in each of the shift
register cells 403a-403m. With the internal node signals SN 626 at high voltage levels having turned on internal node
transistor 520 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m, all shift register output signals SO 630 discharge to low
voltage levels at 652. Also, timing pulse 614 in fourth evaluation signal EVAL4 turns on fourth evaluation transistor 562.
A control pulse at 654 of control signal CSYNC 624 turns on control transistor 564. With fourth evaluation transistor 562
and control transistor 564 turned on, direction signal DIRR 642 is discharged to a low voltage level at 656. In addition,
timing pulse 614 turns on evaluation prevention transistor 442b to hold logic evaluation signal LEVAL 648 at a low
voltage level at 658. The low voltage level logic evaluation signal LEVAL 648 turns off address evaluation transistors 440.
[0159] Timing pulse 618 of timing signal T5 at 616 is provided to direction circuit 404 in third pre-charge signal PRE3
and to logic evaluation pre-charge transistor 444 in logic array 406. During timing pulse 618 in third pre-charge signal
PRE3, forward direction signal DIRF 658 charges to a high voltage level at 660. The high voltage level forward direction
signal DIRF 658 turns on forward direction transistor 512 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m to set up shift
register 402 for shifting in the forward direction. Also, during timing pulse 618, logic evaluation signal LEVAL 648 charges
to a high voltage level at 662, which turns on all logic evaluation transistors 440. With all shift register output signals SO
630 at low voltage levels, all address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 are turned off and all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 at 625 remain at high voltage levels.

[0160] Timing pulse 622 from timing signal T6 at 620 is provided to direction circuit 404 as third evaluation signal
EVALS3. The timing pulse 622 turns on third evaluation transistor 556. Since control signal CSYNC 624 remains at a low
voltage level at 664, control transistor 558 turns off and forward direction signal DIRF 658 remains at a high voltage
level. The high voltage level forward direction signal DIRF 658 and low voltage level reverse direction signal DIRR 642
set up each of the shift register cells 403a-403m for shifting in the forward direction.

[0161] In the next series of six timing pulses, timing pulse 666 charges all internal node signals SN 626 to high voltage
levels. Timing pulse 668 turns on the first evaluation transistor 506 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m. Control
signal CSYNC 624 provides a control pulse at 670 to forward input transistor 508 in shift register cell 403a. With forward
direction transistor 512 already turned on, internal node signal SN1 in shift register cell 403a discharges to a low voltage
level, indicated at 672. The shift register output signals SO 630 are at low voltage levels at 674, which turns off the
forward input transistor in shift register cells 403b-403m. With the forward input transistors off, each of the other internal
node signals SN2-SN13 in shift register cells 403b-403m remain at high voltage levels, indicated at 676.

[0162] During timing pulse 678, all shift register output signals SO 630 are charged to high voltage levels at 680 and
reverse direction signal DIRR 642 is charged to a high voltage level at 682. In addition, during timing pulse 678 all
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 625 are charged to high voltage levels at 684 and logic evaluation signal LEVAL 648
is discharged to a low voltage level at 686. The low voltage level logic evaluation signal LEVAL 648 turns off address
evaluation transistors 440, which prevents address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 from pulling address signals ~A1,
~A2, ... ~A7 625 to low voltage levels.

[0163] During timing pulse 688, shift register output signals SO2-SO13 discharge to low voltage levels at 690. Shift
register output signal SO1 remains at a high voltage level, indicated at 692, due to internal node signal SN1 at 672
turning off internal node transistor 520 of shift register cell 403a. Also, timing pulse 688 turns on second evaluation
transistor 562 and control pulse 694 turns on control transistor 564 to discharge reverse direction signal DIRR 642 to a
low voltage level at 696. In addition, timing pulse 688 turns on evaluation prevention transistor 442b to pull logic evaluation
signal LEVAL 648 to a low voltage level at 698 and keep evaluation transistors 440 turned off.

[0164] During timing pulse 700 forward direction signal DIRF 658 is maintained at a high voltage level and logic
evaluation signal LEVAL 648 to is charged to a high voltage level at 702. The high voltage level logic evaluation signal
LEVAL 648 at 702 turns on evaluation transistors 440. The high level shift register output signal SO1 at 692 turns on
address transistor pairs 446a and 446b and address signals ~A1 and ~A2 at 625 are actively pulled to low voltage levels
at 704. The other shift register output signals SO2-SO13 are pulled to low voltage levels at 690, such that address
transistors 448, 450, ... 470 are turned off and address signals -A3--A7 remain at high voltage levels, indicated at 706.
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The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 625 become valid during timing pulse 700 in timing signal T5 at 616. Timing
pulse 708 turns on third evaluation transistor 556. However, control signal CSYNC 624 is at a low voltage level at 710
and forward direction signal DIRF 658 remains at a high voltage level at 712.

[0165] In the next series of six timing pulses, timing pulse 714 charges all internal node signals SN 626 to high voltage
levels at 716. Timing pulse 718 turns on first evaluation transistor 506 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m to
allow discharge of node 522, if the forward input signal SIF at each of the shift register cells 403a-403m is in a high
voltage level. The forward input signal SIF at shift register cell 403a is the control signal CSYNC 624, which is at a low
voltage level at 720. The forward input signal SIF at each of the other shift register cells 403b-403m is the shift register
output signal SO 630 of the preceding shift register cell 403. The shift register output signal SO1 is in a high voltage
level at 692 and is the forward input signal SIF of second shift register cell 403b. The shift register output signals SO2-
SO13 are all at low voltage levels at 690.

[0166] Shift register cells 403a and 403¢c-403m receive low voltage level forward input signals SIF that turn off forward
input transistor 508 in each of the shift register cells 403a and 403¢c-403m, such that internal node signals SN1 and SN3-
SN13 remain high at 722. Shift register cell 403b receives the high voltage level shift register output signal SO1 as a
forward input signal SIF that turns on the forward input transistor to discharge internal node signal SN2 at 724.

[0167] During timing pulse 726 all shift register output signals SO 630 are charged to high voltage levels at 728 and
reverse direction signal DIRR 642 to a high voltage level at 730. Also, timing pulse 726 charges all address signals ~A1,
~A2, ... ~A7 625 toward a high voltage level at 732 and turns on evaluation prevention transistor 442a to pull LEVAL
648 to a low voltage level at 734.

[0168] The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 625 were valid from the time address signals ~A1 and ~A2 were pulled
low at 704, until all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 625 are pulled high at 732. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7
625 are valid during the timing pulse 708 from timing signal T6 at 620 of the preceding series of six timing pulses and
the timing pulses 714 and 718 from timing signals T1 at 600 and T2 at 604 of the present series of six timing pulses.
[0169] Timing pulse 736 turns on second evaluation transistor 518 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m to
evaluate internal node signals SN 626. Internal node signals SN1 and SN3-SN13 are at high voltage levels at 722 and
discharge shift register output signals SO1 and SO3-S0O13 to low voltage levels at 738. Internal node signal SN2 is at
a low voltage level at 724 that turns off the internal node transistor of shift register cell 403b and maintains shift register
output signal SO2 at a high voltage level at 740.

[0170] When fourth evaluation transistor 562 is turned on, by timing pulse 736, and control pulse 742 in CSYNC 624
turns on control transistor 564, reverse direction signal DIRR 642 discharges to a low voltage level at 744. The direction
signals DIRR 642 and DIRF 658 are set during each series of six timing pulses. In addition, timing pulse 736 turns on
evaluation prevention transistor 442b to maintain LEVAL 648 at a low voltage level at 746.

[0171] During timing pulse 748 forward direction signal DIRF 658 is maintained at a high voltage level at 750 and
LEVAL 648 charges to a high voltage level at 752. The high voltage level logic evaluation signal LEVAL 678 at 752 turns
on evaluation transistors 440. The high voltage level shift register output signal SO2 at 740 turns on address transistors
448a and 448b to pull address signals ~A1 and ~A3 to low voltage levels at 754. The other address signals ~A2 and
-A4--A7 are maintained at high voltage levels at 756.

[0172] Timing pulse 758 turns on third evaluation transistor 556. Control signal CSYNC 624 remains at a low voltage
level at 760 to turn off control transistor 558 and maintain forward direction signal DIRF 642 at a high voltage level.
[0173] The next series of six timing pulses shifts the high voltage level shift register output signal SO2 to the next shift
register cell 403c that provides a high voltage level shift register output signal SO3. Shifting continues with each series
of six timing pulses until each shift register output signal SO1-S0O13 has been high once. After shift register output signal
S013 has been high, the series of high voltage level shift register output signals SO 630 stops. The shift register 402
can be initiated again by providing a control pulse in control signal CSYNC, such as control pulse 670, coincident with
a timing pulse from timing signal T2 at 604.

[0174] In forward direction operation, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC 624 is provided coincident with a timing
pulse from timing signal T4 at 612 to set the direction of shifting to the forward direction. Also, a control pulse from
control signal CSYNC 624 is provided coincident with a timing pulse from timing signal T2 at 604 to start or initiate the
shift register 402 shifting a high voltage signal through the shift register output signals SO1-SO13.

[0175] Figure 12is atiming diagram illustrating operation of address generator 400 in the reverse direction. The timing
signals T1-T6 provide the repeating series of six pulses. Each of the timing signals T1-T6 provides one pulse in a series
of six pulses. In one series of six pulses, timing signal T1 at 800 includes timing pulse 802, timing signal T2 at 804
includes timing pulse 806, timing signal T3 at 808 includes timing pulse 810, timing signal T4 at 812 includes timing
pulse 814, timing signal T5 at 816 includes timing pulse 818 and timing signal T6 at 820 includes timing pulse 822. The
control signal CSYNC at 824 includes control pulses that set the direction of shifting in shift register 402 and initiate shift
register 402 for generating address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7, indicated at 825.

[0176] The timing pulse 802 is provided to shift register 402 in first pre-charge signal PRE1. During timing pulse 802,
internal node 522 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m charges to provide corresponding high voltage level

24



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

internal node signals SN1-SN13. Shift register internal node signals SN 826 are set to high voltage levels at 828. The
high voltage level internal node signals SN 826 turn on the internal node transistors 520 in shift register cells 403. In
this example, a series of six timing pulses has been provided prior to timing pulse 802 and without initiating shift register
402, such that all shift register output signals SO 830 are discharged to low voltage levels, indicated at 832 and all
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 825 remain at high voltage levels, indicated at 833.

[0177] The timing pulse 806 is provided to shift register 402 in first evaluation signal EVAL1. Timing pulse 806 turns
on the first evaluation transistor 506 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m. The control signal CSYNC 824 remains
at a low voltage level at 834 and all shift register output signals SO 830 remain at low voltage levels at 836 to turn off
the forward input transistor 508 and reverse input transistor 510 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m. The non-
conducting forward and reverse input transistors 508 and 510 prevent the internal node 522 in each of the shift register
cells 403a-403m from discharging to a low voltage level. All shift register internal node signals SN 826 remain at high
voltage levels at 838.

[0178] The timing pulse 810 is provided to shift register 402 in second pre-charge signal PRE2, to direction circuit 404
in fourth pre-charge signal PRE4 and to address line pre-charge transistors 438 and evaluation prevention transistor
422a in logic array 406. During timing pulse 810, all shift register output signals SO 830 are charged to high voltage
levels at 840. Also, during timing pulse 810, reverse direction signal DIRR 842 charges to a high voltage level at 844.
In addition, timing pulse 810 maintains all address signals 825 at high voltage levels and turns on evaluation prevention
transistor 422a to pull logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 to a low voltage level at 850.

[0179] Timing pulse 814 is provided to shift register 402 in second evaluation signal EVAL2, to direction circuit 404 in
fourth evaluation signal EVAL4 and to evaluation prevention transistor 422b in logic array 406. Timing pulse 814 turns
on the second evaluation transistor 518 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m. With internal node signals SN 826
at high voltage levels that turn on internal node transistor 520 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m, all shift
register output signals SO 830 discharge to low voltage levels at 852. Also, timing pulse 814 turns on fourth evaluation
transistor 562 and control signal CSYNC 824 provides a low voltage to turn off control transistor 564. With control
transistor 564 turned off, reverse direction signal DIRR 842 remains charged to a high voltage level. In addition, timing
pulse 814 turns on evaluation prevention transistor 442b to hold logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 at a low voltage level
at 858. The low voltage level logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 turns off address evaluation transistors 440.

[0180] Timing pulse 818 is provided to direction circuit 404 in third pre-charge signal PRE3 and to logic evaluation
pre-charge transistor 444 in logic array 406. During timing pulse 818, forward direction signal DIRF 858 charges to a
high voltage level at 860. Also, during timing pulse 818 logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 charges to a high voltage
level at 862 to turn on all logic evaluation transistors 440. With all shift register output signals SO 830 at low voltage
levels, all address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 are turned off and all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 825 remain
at high voltage levels.

[0181] Timing pulse 822 is provided to direction circuit 404 as third evaluation signal EVAL3. The timing pulse 822
turns on third evaluation transistor 556. The control signal CSYNC 824 provides a control pulse 864 to turn on control
transistor 558 and forward direction signal DIRF 858 is discharged to a low voltage level at 865. The low voltage level
forward direction signal DIRF 858 and high voltage level reverse direction signal DIRR 842 set each of the shift register
cells 403a-403m for shifting in the reverse direction.

[0182] In the next series of six timing pulses, during timing pulse 866, all internal node signals SN 826 are charged to
high voltage levels. Timing pulse 868 turns on the first evaluation transistor 506 in each of the shift register cells 403a-
403m. A control pulse 870, which may be in control signal CSYNC, is provided to turn on the reverse input transistor in
shift register cell 403m and with the reverse direction transistor turned on, internal node signal SN13 discharges to a
low voltage level, indicated at 872. The shift register output signals SO 830 are at low voltage levels at 874, which turns
off the reverse input transistor in shift register cells 403a-403l. With the reverse input transistors off, each of the other
internal node signals SN1-SN12 remain at high voltage levels, indicated at 876.

[0183] During timing pulse 878, all shift register output signals SO 830 are charged to high voltage levels at 880 and
reverse direction signal DIRR 842 is maintained at a high voltage level at 882. In addition, timing pulse 878 maintains
all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 825 at high voltage levels at 884 and pulls logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 to a
low voltage level at 886. The low voltage level logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 turns off evaluation transistors 440,
which prevents address transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 470 from pulling address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 825 to low voltage
levels.

[0184] During timing pulse 888, shift register output signals SO1-SO12 are discharged to low voltage levels at 890.
Shift register output signal SO13 remains at a high voltage level, indicated at 892, based on the low voltage level internal
node signal SN13 at 872 that turns off internal node transistor 520 of shift register cell 403m. Also, timing pulse 888
turns on second evaluation transistor and control signal CSYNC 824 turns off control transistor 564 to maintain reverse
direction signal DIRR 842 at a high voltage level at 896. In addition, timing pulse 888 turns on evaluation prevention
transistor 442b to hold logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 at a low voltage level at 898 and keep evaluation transistors
440 turned off. Shift register output signals SO 830 settle during timing pulse 888, such that one shift register output
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signal SO13 is at a high voltage level and all other shift register output signals SO1-SO12 are at low voltage levels.
[0185] During timing pulse 900, forward direction signal DIRF 858 charges to a high voltage level at 901 and logic
evaluation signal LEVAL 848 charges to a high voltage level at 902. The high voltage level logic evaluation signal LEVAL
848 at 902 turns on evaluation transistors 440. The high voltage level shift register output signal SO13 at 892 turns on
address transistors 470a and 470b and address signals ~A3 and ~A5 are actively pulled to low voltage levels, indicated
at 904. The other shift register output signals SO1-SO12 are pulled to low voltage levels at 890, such that address
transistor pairs 446, 448, ... 468 are turned off and address signals ~A1, ~A2, ~A4, ~A6 and ~A7 remain at high voltage
levels, indicated at 906. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 825 become valid during timing pulse 900. Timing pulse
908 turns on third evaluation transistor 556 and a control pulse 910 in control signal CSYNC 824 turns on control transistor
558 to discharge the forward direction signal DIRF 858 to a low voltage at 912.

[0186] In the next series of six timing pulses, during timing pulse 914 all internal node signals SN 826 are charged to
high voltage levels at 916. Timing pulse 918 turns on first evaluation transistor 506 in each of the shift register cells
403a-403m to discharge node 522 if the reverse input signal SIR at each of the shift register cells 403a-403m is at a
high voltage level. The reverse input signal SIR at shift register cell 403m is the control signal CSYNC 824, which is at
a low voltage level at 920. The reverse input signal SIR at each of the other shift register cells 403a-403I is the shift
register output signal SO 830 of the following shift register cell 403. The shift register output signal SO13 is at a high
voltage level at 892 and is the reverse input signal SIR of shift register cell 403I. The shift register output signals SO1-
S012 are all at low voltage levels at 890. Shift register cells 403a-403k and 403m have low voltage level reverse input
signals SIR that turn off reverse input transistor 510, such that internal node signals SN1-SN11 and SN13 remain at
high voltage levels at 922. Shift register cell 4031 receives the high voltage level shift register output signal SO13 as
the reverse input signal SIR that turns on the reverse input transistor to discharge internal node signal SN12 at 924.
[0187] During timing pulse 926, all shift register output signals SO 830 are charged to high voltage levels at 928 and
reverse direction signal DIRR 842 is maintained at a high voltage level at 930. Also, during timing pulse 926 all address
signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 825 are charged to a high voltage level at 932 and evaluation prevention transistor 442a is
turned on to pull LEVAL 848 to a low voltage level at 934. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 825 were valid from
the time address signals ~A3 and ~A5 were pulled low at 904 until all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 825 are pulled
high at 932. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 825 are valid during the timing pulses 908, 914 and 918.

[0188] Timing pulse 936 turns on second evaluation transistor 518 in each of the shift register cells 403a-403m to
evaluate the internal node signals SN 826. Internal node signals SN1-SN11 and SN13 are at high voltage levels at 922
to discharge shift register output signals SO1-SO11 and SO13 to low voltage levels at 938. Internal node signal SN12
is at a low voltage level at 924 that turns off the internal node transistor of shift register cell 403l and maintains shift
register output signal SO12 at a high voltage level at 940.

[0189] Also, timing pulse 936 turns on fourth evaluation transistor 562 and control signal CSYNC 824 is at a low voltage
level to turn off control transistor 564 to maintain reverse direction signal DIRR 842 at a high voltage level at 944. In
addition, timing pulse 936 turns on evaluation prevention transistor 442b to maintain LEVAL 848 at a low voltage level
at 946.

[0190] During timing pulse 948, forward direction signal DIRF 858 is charged to a high voltage level at 950 and LEVAL
848 is charged to a high voltage level at 952. The high voltage level logic evaluation signal LEVAL 848 at 952 turns on
evaluation transistors 440. The high voltage level shift register output signal SO12 at 940 turns on address transistors
468a and 468b to pull address signals ~A3 and ~A4 to low voltage levels at 954. The other address signals ~A1, ~A2
and ~A5-~A7 are maintained at high voltage levels at 956.

[0191] Timing pulse 958 turns on third evaluation transistor 556. A control pulse 960 in control signal CSYNC 824
turns on control transistor 558 and forward direction signal DIRF 842 discharges to a low voltage level at 962.

[0192] The next series of six timing pulses shifts the high voltage level shift register output signal SO12 to the next
shift register cell 403k that provides a high voltage level shift register output signal SO11. Shifting continues with each
series of six timing pulses until each shift register output signal SO1-S0O13 has been high once. After shift register output
signal SO1 is high, the series of high voltage level shift register output signals SO 830 stops. The shift register 402 can
be initiated again by providing a control pulse, such as control pulse 870, coincident with a timing pulse from timing
signal T2 804.

[0193] Inreverse direction operation, a control pulse from CSYNC 824 is provided coincident with a timing pulse from
timing signal T6 at 820 to set the direction of shifting to the reverse direction. Also, a control pulse from CSYNC 824 is
provided coincident with a timing pulse from timing signal T2 804 to start or initiate the shift register 402 shifting a high
voltage level signal through the shift register output signals SO1-SO13.

[0194] Figure 13 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of two address generators 1000 and 1002 and six
fire groups 1004a-1004f. Each of the address generators 1000 and 1002 is similar to address generator 400 of Figure
9 and fire groups 1004a-1004f are similar to fire groups 202a-202f illustrated in Figure 7. The address generator 1000
is electrically coupled to fire groups 1004a-1004c through first address lines 1006. The address lines 1006 provide
address signals ~A1, ~A2,... ~A7 from address generator 1000 to each of the fire groups 1004a-1004c. Also, address
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generator 1000 is electrically coupled to control line 1010. Control line 1010 receives conducts control signal CSYNC
to address generator 1000. In one embodiment, the CSYNC signal is provided by an external controller to a printhead
die on which two address generators 1000 and 1002 and six fire groups 1004a-1004f are fabricated. In addition, address
generator 1000 is electrically coupled to select lines 1008a-1008f. The select lines 1008a-1008f are similar to select
lines 212a-212f illustrated in Figure 7. The select lines 1008a-1008f conduct select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 to
address generator 1000, as well as to the corresponding fire groups 1004a-1004f (not shown).

[0195] The select line 1008a conducts select signal SEL1 to address generator 1000, in one embodiment is timing
signal T3 timing signal T6. The select line 1008b conducts select signal SEL2 to address generator 1000, in one em-
bodiment is timing signal T3 timing signal T1. The select line 1008c conducts select signal SEL3 to address generator
1000 in one embodiment is timing signal T3 timing signal T2. The select line 1008d conducts select signal SEL4 to
address generator 1000, in one embodiment is timing signal T3 timing signal T3. The select line 1008e conducts select
signal SEL5 to address generator 1000, in one embodiment is timing signal T3 timing signal T4, and the select line 1008f
conducts select signal SEL6 to address generator 1000, in one embodiment is timing signal T3 timing signal T5.
[0196] The address generator 1002 is electrically coupled to fire groups 1004d-1004f through second address lines
1012. The address lines 1012 provide address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 from address generator 1002 to each of the
fire groups 1004d-1004f. Also, address generator 1002 is electrically coupled to control line 1010 that conducts control
signal CSYNC to address generator 1002. In addition, address generator 1002 is electrically coupled to select lines
1008a-1008f. The select lines 1008a-1008f conduct select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 to address generator 1002, as
well as to the corresponding fire groups 1004a-1004f (not shown).

[0197] The select line 1008a conducts select signal SEL1 to address generator 1002, which in one embodiment is
timing signal T3. The select line 1008b conducts select signal SEL2 to address generator 1002 , which in one embodiment
is timing signal T4. The select line 1008c conducts select signal SEL3 to address generator 1002, which in one embod-
iment is timing signal T5. The select line 1008d conducts select signal SEL4 to address generator 1002, which in one
embodiment is timing signal T6. The select line 1008e conducts select signal SEL5 to address generator 1002, which
in one embodiment is timing signal T1, and the select line 1008f conducts select signal SEL6 to address generator 1002,
which in one embodiment is timing signal T2.

[0198] The select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL 6 include a series of six pulses that repeats in a repeating series of six
pulses. Each of the select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 includes one pulse in the series of six pulses. In one embodiment,
a pulse in select signal SEL1 is followed by a pulse in select signal SEL2, that is followed by a pulse in select signal
SEL3, that is followed by a pulse in select signal SEL4, that is followed by a pulse in select signal SELS5, that is followed
by a pulse in select signal SEL6. After the pulse in select signal SELG, the series repeats beginning with a pulse in select
signal SEL1. The control signal CSYNC includes pulses coincident with pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6
to initiate address generators 1000 and 1002 and to set up the direction of shifting or address generation in address
generators 1000 and 1002, for example as discussed with respect to Figures 11 and 12. To initiate address generation
from address generator 1000, control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in timing
signal T2 that corresponds to the timing pulse in select signal SEL3.

[0199] The address generator 1000 generates address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in response to select signals SEL1,
SEL2, ... SEL6 and control signal CSYNC. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 are provided through first address
lines 1006 to fire groups 1004a-1004c.

[0200] In address generator 1000, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 are valid during timing pulses in timing signals
T6, T1 and T2 that correspond to timing pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3. The control signal CSYNC
includes a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T4 that corresponds to the timing pulse in select
signal SEL5 to set up address generator 1000 for shifting in the forward direction. The control signal CSYNC includes
a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T6 that corresponds to the timing pulse in select signal
SEL1 to set up address generator 1000 for shifting in the reverse direction.

[0201] The fire groups 1004a-1004c receive valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 during the pulses in select signals
SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3. When fire group one (FG1) at 1004a receives the address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and the
pulse in select signal SEL1, firing cells 120 in selected row subgroups SG1 are enabled for activation by fire signal
FIRE1. When fire group two (FG2) at 1004b receives the address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and the pulse in select signal
SEL2, firing cells 120 in selected row subgroups SG2 are enabled for activation by fire signal FIRE2. When fire group
three (FG3) at 1004c receives the address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and the pulse in select signal SEL3, firing cells 120
in selected row subgroups SG3 are enabled for activation by fire signal FIRE3.

[0202] The address generator 1002 generates address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 in response to the select signals
SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 and control signal CSYNC. The address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 are provided through second
address lines 1012 to fire groups 1004d-1004f. In address generator 1002, the address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 are
valid during timing pulses in timing signals T6, T1 and T2 that correspond to timing pulses in select signals SEL4, SEL5
and SEL6. The control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T4 that
corresponds to the timing pulse in select signal SEL2 to set up address generator 1002 for shifting in the forward direction.
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The control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T6 that corresponds
to the timing pulse in select signal SEL4 to set up address generator 1002 for shifting in the reverse direction. To initiate
address generation from address generator 1002, control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with a timing
pulse in timing signal T2 that corresponds to the timing pulse in select signal SEL6.

[0203] The fire groups 1004d-1004f receive valid address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 during the pulses in select signals
SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6. When fire group four (FG4) at 1004d receives the address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 and the
pulse in select signal SEL4, firing cells 120 in selected row subgroups SG4 are enabled for activation by fire signal
FIRE4. When fire group five (FG5) at 1004e receives the address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 and the pulse in select
signal SELS5, firing cells 120 in selected row subgroups SG5 are enabled for activation by fire signal FIRE5. When fire
group six (FG6) at 1004f receives the address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 and the pulse in select signal SELBS, firing cells
120 in selected row subgroups SG6 are enabled for activation by fire signal FIREG.

[0204] In one example operation, during one series of six pulses, control signal CSYNC includes control pulses coin-
cident with the timing pulses in select signals SEL2 and SELS5 to set up address generators 1000 and 1002 for shifting
in the forward direction. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select signal SEL2 sets up address generator
1002 for shifting in the forward direction. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select signal SEL5 sets
up address generator 1000 for shifting in the forward direction.

[0205] In the next series of six pulses, control signal CSYNC includes control pulses coincident with timing pulses in
select signals SEL2, SEL3, SEL5 and SEL6. The control pulses coincident with timing pulses in select signals SEL2
and SELS5 set the direction of shifting to the forward direction in address generators 1000 and 1002. The control pulses
coincident with timing pulses in select signals SEL3 and SELG6 initiate the address generators 1000 and 1002 for generating
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select
signal SEL3 initiates the address generator 1000 and the control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select signal
SELSG initiates the address generator 1002.

[0206] During the third series of timing pulses, address generator 1000 generates address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7
that are valid during timing pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3. The valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7
are used for enabling firing cells 120 in row subgroups SG1, SG2 and SG3 in fire groups FG1, FG2 and FG3 at 1004a-
1004c for activation. During the third series of timing pulses, address generator 1002 generates address signals ~B1,
~B2, ... ~B7 that are valid during timing pulses in select signals SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6. The valid address signals ~B1,
~B2, ... ~B7 are used for enabling firing cells 120 in row subgroups SG4, SG5 and SG6 in fire groups FG4, FG5 and
FG6 at 1004d-1004f for activation.

[0207] During the third series of timing pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 include low voltage level signals that correspond to one of thirteen addresses and address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...
~B7 include low voltage level signals that correspond to the same one of thirteen addresses. During each subsequent
series of timing pulses from select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and address signals
~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 include low voltage level signals that correspond to the same one of thirteen addresses. Each series
of timing pulses is an address time slot, such that one of the thirteen addresses is provided during each series of timing
pulses.

[0208] In forward direction operation, address one is provided first by address generators 1000 and 1002, followed
by address two and so on through address thirteen. After address thirteen, address generators 1000 and 1002 provide
all high voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7. Also, during each series of timing pulses
from select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6, control pulses are provided coincident with timing pulses in select signals
SEL2 and SEL5 to continue shifting in the forward direction.

[0209] In another example operation, during one series of six pulses, control signal CSYNC includes control pulses
coincident with timing pulses in select signals SEL1 and SEL4 to set up address generators 1000 and 1002 for shifting
in the reverse direction. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select signal SEL1 sets up address generator
1000 for shifting in the reverse direction. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select signal SEL4 sets
up address generator 1002 for shifting in the reverse direction.

[0210] In the next series of six pulses, control signal CSYNC includes control pulses coincident with the timing pulses
in select signals SEL1, SEL3, SEL4 and SELG6. The control pulses coincident with timing pulses in select signals SEL1
and SEL4 set the direction of shifting to the reverse direction in address generators 1000 and 1002. The control pulses
coincident with timing pulses in select signals SEL3 and SELG6 initiate the address generators 1000 and 1002 for generating
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7. The control pulses coincident with the timing pulse in select
signal SEL3 initiates address generator 1000 and the control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select signal
SELG initiates address generator 1002.

[0211] During the third series of timing pulses, address generator 1000 generates address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7
that are valid during timing pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3. The valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7
are used for enabling firing cells 120 in row subgroups SG1, SG2 and SG3 in fire groups FG1, FG2 and FG3 at 1004a-
1004c for activation. Address generator 1002 generates address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 that are valid during timing
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pulses in select signals SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6 during the third series of timing pulses. The valid address signals ~B1,
~B2, ... ~B7 are used for enabling firing cells 120 in row subgroups SG4, SG5 and SG6 in fire groups FG4, FG5 and
FG6 at 1004d-1004f for activation.

[0212] During the third series of timing pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 in reverse direction operation,
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 include low voltage level signals that correspond to one of thirteen addresses and
address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 include low voltage level signals that correspond to the same one of thirteen addresses.
During each subsequent series of timing pulses from select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 include low voltage level signals that correspond to the same one of thirteen addresses. Each
series of timing pulses is an address time slot, such that one of the thirteen addresses is provided during each series
of timing pulses.

[0213] Inreverse direction operation, address thirteen is provided first by address generator 1000 and 1002, followed
by address twelve and so on through address one. After address one, address generators 1000 and 1002 provide all
high voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7. Also, during each series of timing pulses
from select signals SEL1, SEL2 ... SEL6 control pulses are provided coincident with timing pulses in select signals SEL1
and SEL4 to continue shifting in the reverse direction.

[0214] To terminate or prevent address generation, control signal CSYNC includes control pulses coincident with
timing pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2, SEL4 and SEL5. This clears the shift registers, such as shift register 402,
in address generators 1000 and 1002. A constant high voltage level, or a series of high voltage pulses, in control signal
CSYNC also terminates or prevents address generation and a constant low voltage level in control signal CSYNC wiill
not initiate address generators 1000 and 1002.

[0215] Figure 14 is a timing diagram illustrating forward and reverse operation of address generators 1000 and 1002.
The control signal used for shifting in the forward direction is CSYNC(FWD) at 1124 and the control signal used for
shifting in the reverse direction is CSYNC(REV) at 1126. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 1128 are provided
by address generator 1000 and include both forward and reverse operation address references. The address signals
~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130 are provided by address generator 1002 and include both forward and reverse operation
address references.

[0216] The select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 provide a repeating series of six pulses. Each of the select signals
SEL1, SEL2, SELG6 includes one pulse in the series of six pulses. In one series of the repeating series of six pulses,
select signal SEL1 at 1100 includes timing pulse 1102, select signal SEL2 at 1104 includes timing pulse 1106, select
signal SEL3 at 1108 includes timing pulse 1110, select signal SEL4 at 1112 includes timing pulse 1114, select signal
SEL5 at 1116 includes timing pulse 1118 and select signal SEL6 at 1120 includes timing pulse 1122.

[0217] In forward direction operation, control signal CSYNC(FWD) 1124 includes control pulse 1132 coincident with
timing pulse 1106 in select signal SEL2 at 1104. The control pulse 1132 sets up address generator 1002 for shifting in
the forward direction. Also, control signal CSYNC(FWD) 1124 includes control pulse 1134 coincident with timing pulse
1118 in select signal SEL5 at 1116. The control pulse 1134 sets up address generator 1000 for shifting in the forward
direction.

[0218] In the next repeating series of six pulses, the select signal SEL1 at 1100 includes timing pulse 1136, select
signal SEL2 at 1104 includes timing pulse 1138, select signal SEL3 at 1108 includes timing pulse 1140, select signal
SEL4 at 1112 includes timing pulse 1142, select signal SEL5 at 1116 includes timing pulse 1144 and select signal SEL6
at 1120 includes timing pulse 1146.

[0219] Control signal CSYNC(FWD) 1124 includes control pulse 1148 coincident with timing pulse 1138 to continue
setting address generator 1002 for shifting in the forward direction and control pulse 1152 coincident with timing pulse
1144 to continue setting address generator 1000 for shifting in the forward direction. Also, control signal CSYNC(FWD)
1124 includes control pulse 1150 coincident with timing pulse 1140 in select signal SEL3 at 1108. The control pulse
1150 initiates address generator 1000 for generating address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 1128. In addition, control
signal CSYNC(FWD) 1124 includes control pulse 1154 coincident with timing pulse 1146 in select signal SEL6 at 1120.
The control pulse 1154 initiates address generator 1002 for generating address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130.
[0220] In the next or third series of six pulses, select signal SEL1 at 1100 includes timing pulse 1156, select signal
SEL2 at 1104 includes timing pulse 1158, select signal SEL3 at 1108 includes timing pulse 1160, select signal SEL4 at
1112 includes timing pulse 1162, select signal SEL5 at 1116 includes timing pulse 1164 and select signal SEL6 at 1120
includes timing pulse 1166. The control signal CSYNC(FWD) 1124 includes control pulse 1168 coincident with timing
pulse 1158 to continue setting address generator 1002 for shifting in the forward direction and control pulse 1170
coincident with timing pulse 1164 to continue setting address generator 1000 for shifting in the forward direction.
[0221] The address generator 1000 provides address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 1128. After being initiated in forward
direction operation, address generator 1000 and address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 1128 provide address one at 1172.
Address one at 1172 becomes valid during timing pulse 1146 in select signal SEL6 at 1120 and remains valid until timing
pulse 1162 in select signal SEL4 at 1112. Address one at 1172 is valid during timing pulses 1156, 1158 and 1160 in
select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3 at 1100, 1104 and 1108.
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[0222] The address generator 1002 provides address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130. After being initiated in forward
direction operation, address generator 1002 and address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130 provide address one at 1174.
Address one at 1174 becomes valid during timing pulse 1160 in select signal SEL3 at 1108 and remains valid until timing
pulse 1176 in select signal SEL1 at 1100. Address one at 1174 is valid during timing pulses 1162, 1164 and 1166 in
select signals SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6 at 1112, 1116 and 1120.

[0223] The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 at 1128 and~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130 provide the same address, address
one at 1172 and 1174. Address one is provided during the series of six timing pulses beginning with timing pulse 1156
and ending with timing pulse 1166, which is the address time slot for address one. During the next series of six pulses,
beginning with timing pulse 1176, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 at 1128 provide address two at 1178 and address
signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130 provide address two also. In this way, address generators 1000 and 1002 provide
addresses from address one through address thirteen in the forward direction. After address thirteen, address generators
1000 and 1002 are reinitiated to cycle through the valid addresses again in the same way.

[0224] In reverse direction operation, control signal CSYNC(REV) 1126 includes control pulse 1180 coincident with
timing pulse 1102 in select signal SEL1 at 1100. The control pulse 1180 sets up address generator 1000 for shifting in
the reverse direction. Also, control signal CSYNC(REV) 1126 includes control pulse 1182 coincident with timing pulse
1114 in select signal SEL4 at 1112. The control pulse 1182 sets up address generator 1002 for shifting in the reverse
direction.

[0225] Control signal CSYNC(REV) 1126 includes control pulse 1184 coincident with timing pulse 1136 to continue
setting address generator 1000 for shifting in the reverse direction and control pulse 1188 coincident with timing pulse
1142 to continue setting address generator 1002 for shifting in the reverse direction. Also, control signal CSYNC(REV)
1126 includes control pulse 1186 coincident with timing pulse 1140 in select signal SEL3 at 1108. The control pulse
1186 initiates address generator 1000 for generating address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 at 1128. In addition, control signal
CSYNC(REV) 1126 includes control pulse 1190 coincident with timing pulse 1146 in select signal SEL6 at 1120. The
control pulse 1190 initiates address generator 1002 for generating address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130.

[0226] The control signal CSYNC(REV) 1126 includes control pulse 1192 coincident with timing pulse 1156 to continue
setting address generator 1000 for shifting in the reverse direction and control pulse 1194 coincident with timing pulse
1162 to continue setting address generator 1002 for shifting in the reverse direction.

[0227] The address generator 1000 provides address signals ~A1~A7 at 1128. After being initiated in reverse direction
operation, address generator 1000 and address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 at 1128 provide address thirteen at 1172.
Address thirteen at 1172 becomes valid during timing pulse 1146 and remains valid until timing pulse 1162. Address
thirteen at 1172 is valid during timing pulses 1156, 1158 and 1160 in select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3 at 1100,
1104 and 1108.

[0228] The address generator 1002 provides address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130. After being initiated in reverse
direction operation, address generator 1002 and address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130 provide address thirteen at
1174. Address thirteen at 1174 becomes valid during timing pulse 1160 and remains valid until timing pulse 1176.
Address thirteen at 1174 is valid during timing pulses 1162, 1164 and 1166 in select signals SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6 at
1112, 1116 and 1120.

[0229] The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 at 1128 and~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130 provide the same address, address
thirteen at 1172 and 1174. Address thirteen is provided during the series of six timing pulses beginning with timing pulse
1156 and ending with timing pulse 1166, which is the address time slot for address thirteen. During the next series of
six pulses, beginning with timing pulse 1176, address signals ~A1, ~A2,... -A7 at 1128 provide address twelve at 1178
and address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 at 1130 provide address twelve also. Address generators 1000 and 1002 provide
addresses from address thirteen through address one in the reverse direction. After address one, address generators
1000 and 1002 are reinitiated to provide valid addresses again.

[0230] Figure 15 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of an address generator 1200, a latch circuit 1202
and six fire groups 1204a-1204f in a printhead die 40. The address generator 1200 is similar to address generator 400
of Figure 9 and fire groups 1204a-1204f are similar to fire groups 202a-202f illustrated in Figure 7.

[0231] The address generator 1200 is electrically coupled to fire groups 1204a-1204c and to latch circuit 1202 through
address lines 1206. Also, address generator 1200 is electrically coupled to control line 1210 that conducts control signal
CSYNC to address generator 1200. In addition, address generator 1200 is electrically coupled to select lines 1208a-
1208f. The select lines 1208a-1208f are similar to select lines 212a-212f illustrated in Figure 7. The select lines 1208a-
1208f conduct select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 to address generator 1200, as well as to the corresponding fire
groups 1204a-1204f (not shown).

[0232] The select line 1208a conducts select signal SEL1 to address generator 1200, which in one embodiment is
timing signal T6. The selectline 1208b conducts select signal SEL2 to address generator 1200, which in one embodiment
timing signal T1. The selectline 1208c conducts select signal SEL3 to address generator 1200, which in one embodiment
is timing signal T2. The select line 1208d conducts select signal SEL4 to address generator 1200, which in one embod-
iment is timing signal T3. The select line 1208e conducts select signal SEL5 to address generator 1200, which in one
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embodiment is timing signal T4, and the select line 1208f conducts select signal SEL6 to address generator 1200, which
in one embodiment is timing signal T5.

[0233] The latch circuit 1202 is electrically coupled to fire groups 1204c-1204f through address lines 1212. Also, latch
circuit 1202 is electrically coupled to select lines 1208a and 1208f and evaluation signal line 1214. The select lines 1208a
and 1208f receive select signals SEL1 and SEL6 and provide the received select signals SEL1 and SELS6 to latch circuit
1202. The evaluation line 1214 conducts evaluation signal EVAL, which is similar to the inverse of select signal SEL1,
to latch circuit 1202. In addition, latch circuit 1202 is electrically coupled to address lines 1206 that conducts the address
signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 to latch circuit 1202. In one embodiment, evaluation signal EVAL is generated on printhead
die 40 from select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SELS6.

[0234] The select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 provide a series of six pulses that repeats in a repeating series of six
pulses, as described with respect to Figure 13 and 14. The control signal CSYNC includes pulses coincident with pulses
in select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SELG6 to initiate address generator 1200 and to set up the direction of shifting and
address generation in address generator 1200.

[0235] The address generator 1200 generates address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 in response to the select signals
SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6 and control signal CSYNC. The address signals ~A1, ~A2,... -A7 are provided through address
lines 1206 to fire groups 1204a-1204c. In address generator 1200, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 are valid during
timing pulses in timing signals T6, T1 and T2 that correspond to timing pulses in select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3.
The control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T4 that corresponds
to the timing pulse in select signal SEL5 to set up address generator 1200 for shifting in the forward direction. The control
signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T6 that corresponds to the timing
pulse in select signal SEL1 to set up address generator 1200 for shifting in the reverse direction. To initiate address
generation from address generator 1200, control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse
in timing signal T2 that corresponds with the timing pulse in select signal SEL3.

[0236] The latch circuit 1202 provides address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 in response to receiving address signals ~A1,
~A2, ... ~A7, select signals SEL1 and SEL6 and evaluation signal EVAL. The address latch 1202 receives valid address
signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 during the timing pulse in select signal SEL1 and latches in the valid address signals ~A1,
~A2, ... -A7 to provide address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7
provide the same address to fire groups 1204a-1204f during one address time slot. The address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...
~B7 are provided through address lines 1212 to fire groups 1204c-1204f. The address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 are
valid during timing pulses in select signals SEL3, SEL4, SEL5 and SELG6.

[0237] In one example operation, during one series of six pulses, control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse
coincident with a timing pulse in select signal SEL5 to set up address generator 1200 for shifting in the forward direction
or coincident with a timing pulse in select signal SEL1 for shifting in the reverse direction. Address generator 1200 is
not initiated during this series of six pulses and, in this example, provides all high voltage level address signals ~A1,
~A2, ... ~A7. The latch circuit 1202 latches in the high voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 to provide high
voltage level address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7.

[0238] In the next series of six timing pulses, control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with the timing
pulse in select signal SEL5 or select signal SEL1 to set up the selected direction of shifting in address generator 1200.
Also, control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in select signal SEL3 to initiate
address generator 1200 for generating valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. During this second series of six pulses,
address generator 1200 provides all high voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 and latch 1202 latches in
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 to provide all high voltage level address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7.

[0239] In the next series of six timing pulses, control signal CSYNC includes a control pulse coincident with the timing
pulse in select signal SEL5 or SEL1 to set up the selected direction of shifting in address generator 1200. During this
third series of six pulses, address generator 1200 provides valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 including low voltage
level signals during the timing pulses from select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3. The valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 are used for enabling firing cells 120 in row subgroups SG1, SG2 and SG3 in firing groups FG1, FG2 and FG3 at
1204a-1204c for activation. Latch circuit 1202 latches in the valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 and provides valid
address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7. The latch circuit 1202 provides the valid address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 during the
timing pulses from select signals SEL3, SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6. The valid address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 are used
for enabling firing cells 120 in row subgroups SG3, SG4, SG5 and SG6 in fire groups FG3, FG4, FG5 and FG6 at 1204c-
1204f for activation.

[0240] During the third series of timing pulses from select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
-A7 include low voltage level signals that correspond to one of thirteen addresses and address signals ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7
include low voltage level signals that correspond to the same one of the thirteen addresses. During each subsequent
series of six pulses from select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7
include low voltage level signals that correspond to the same one of thirteen addresses. Each series of timing pulses is
an address time slot, such that one of the thirteen addresses is provided during each series of six pulses.
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[0241] In forward direction operation, address one is provided first by address generator 1200 and latch circuit 1202,
followed by address two and so on through address thirteen. After address thirteen, the address generator 1200 and
latch circuit 1202 provide all high voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7.

[0242] In reverse direction operation, address thirteen is provided first by address generator 1200 and latch circuit
1202, followed by address twelve and so on through address one. After address one, address generator 1200 and latch
circuit 1202 provide all high voltage level address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7. Also, during each
series of six pulses from select signals SEL1, SEL2, ... SEL6, a control pulse is provided coincident with a timing pulse
in select signal SEL5 or SEL1 to continue shifting in the selected direction.

[0243] Figure 16 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of a latch register 1220. The latch circuit 1202 includes
seven latch registers, such as latch register 1220. Each latch register 1220 latches in one of the seven address signals
~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and provides the corresponding latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7. The latch register 1220
includes a first latch stage 1222, a second latch stage 1224 and a latch transistor 1226. The first latch stage 1222 is
electrically coupled at 1228 to one side of the drain-source path of latch transistor 1226 and the second latch stage 1224
is electrically coupled at 1230 to the other side of the drain-source path of latch transistor 1226. The gate of latch transistor
1226 is electrically coupled to signal line 1208a that conducts select signal SEL1 to latch transistor 1226 as latch signal
LATCH.

[0244] The first latch stage 1222 includes a first pre-charge transistor 1234, a select transistor 1236, an address
transistor 1238 and an address node capacitor 1240. The gate of the first pre-charge transistor 1234 is electrically
coupled to the drain of first pre-charge transistor 1234 and to a signal line 1208f that conducts select signal SELS6 to first
pre-charge transistor 1234 as first pre-charge signal PRE1. The source of first pre-charge transistor 1234 is electrically
coupled at 1228 to one side of the drain-source path of latch transistor 1226 and to one side of address node capacitor
1240. The other side of address node capacitor 1240 is electrically coupled to a reference voltage, such as ground. In
addition, the source of first pre-charge transistor 1234 is electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of select
transistor 1236. The gate of select transistor 1236 is electrically coupled to select line 1208a that conducts select signal
SEL1 to select transistor 1236. The other side of the drain-source path of select transistor 1236 is electrically coupled
to one side of the drain-source path of address transistor 1238. The other side of the drain-source path of address
transistor 1238 is electrically coupled to a reference voltage, such as ground. The gate of address transistor 1238 is
electrically coupled to one of the address lines 1206.

[0245] The second latch stage 1224 includes a second pre-charge transistor 1246, an evaluation transistor 1248, a
latched address transistor 1250 and a latched address node capacitor 1252. The gate of the second pre-charge transistor
1246 is electrically coupled to the drain of second pre-charge transistor 1246 and to signal line 1208a that conducts
select signal SEL1 to the second pre-charge transistor 1246 as second pre-charge signal PRE2. The source of second
pre-charge transistor 1246 is electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of evaluation transistor 1248 and
to one of the latched address lines 1212. The gate of evaluation transistor 1248 is electrically coupled to evaluation
signal line 1214. The other side of the drain-source path of evaluation transistor 1248 is electrically coupled to the drain-
source path of latched address transistor 1250. The other side of the drain-source path of latched address transistor
1250 is electrically coupled to a reference voltage, such as ground. The gate of latched address transistor 1250 is
electrically coupled at 1230 to the drain-source path of latch transistor 1226. In addition, the gate of latched address
transistor 1250 is electrically coupled at 1230 to one side of latched address node capacitor 1252. The other side of
latched address node capacitor 1252 is electrically coupled to a reference voltage, such as ground.

[0246] The first pre-charge transistor 1234 receives pre-charge signal PRE1 through signal line 1208f, and select
transistor 1236 receives select signal SEL1 through signal line 1208a. If select signal SEL1 is set to a low voltage level
and pre-charge signal PRE1 is set to a high voltage level, select transistor 1236 is turned off (non-conducting) and
address node capacitor 1240 charges to a high voltage level through pre-charge transistor 1234.

[0247] The address transistor 1238 receives one of the address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 through address line 1206.
If the received address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 is set to a high voltage level, address transistor 1238 is turned on
(conducting) and if the received address signal ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 is set to a low voltage level, address transistor 1238
is turned off (non-conducting). Select transistor 1236 is turned on as select signal SEL1 transitions to a high voltage
level. If address transistor 1238 is on, address node capacitor 1240 is discharged to a low voltage level. If address
transistor 1238 is off and address node capacitor 1240 is charged to a high voltage level, address node capacitor 1240
is not discharged and remains at the high voltage level.

[0248] The latch transistor 1226 receives latch signal LATCH through signal line 1208a. If latch signal LATCH is set
to a high voltage level, latch transistor 1226 is turned on and if latch signal LATCH is set to a low voltage level, latch
transistor 1226 is turned off. The latch transistor 1226 is turned on to pass the voltage level on address node capacitor
1240 to latched address node capacitor 1252. The capacitance of the address node capacitor 1240 is about three times
larger than the capacitance of the latched address node capacitor 1252 such that when charge is moved between
address node capacitor 1240 and latched address node capacitor 1252, adequate high or low voltage levels remain on
capacitors 1240 and 1252.
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[0249] If latch transistor 1226 is off as address node capacitor 1240 charges to a high voltage level through first pre-
charge transistor 1234, the voltage level on latched address node capacitor 1252 remains unchanged. The address
node capacitor 1240 is pre-charged without affecting the second latch stage 1224 of latch register 1220, including the
latched address signal on latched address line 1212. If the latch transistor 1226 is on as address node capacitor 1240
charges to a high voltage level through first pre-charge transistor 1234, latched address node capacitor 1252 is charged
to a high voltage level and latched address transistor 1250 is turned on. The second latch stage 1224, including the
latched address signal on latched address line 1212, is affected as the address node capacitor 1240 and latched address
node capacitor 1252 are charged to a high voltage level through first pre-charge transistor 1234. In one embodiment,
latch transistor 1226 is removed from between first latch stage 1222 and second latch stage 1224. In addition, latched
address node capacitor 1252 can be removed and the capacitance value of address node capacitor 1240 can be reduced
as the address node capacitor 1240 no longer needs to charge or discharge latched address node capacitor 1252. In
this embodiment, address node capacitor 1240 is pre-charged through first pre-charge transistor 1234 to turn on latched
address transistor 1250 in the second latch stage 1224 and precharging of address node capacitor 1240 is not isolated
from second latch stage 1224.

[0250] The second pre-charge transistor 1246 receives pre-charge signal PRE2 through signal line 1208a, and eval-
uation transistor 1248 receives an evaluation signal EVAL through evaluation signal line 1246. If evaluation signal EVAL
is setto a low voltage level and pre-charge signal PRE2 is set to a high voltage level, evaluation transistor 1248 is turned
off and latched address line 1212 charges to a high voltage level through pre-charge transistor 1246.

[0251] The latch transistor 1226 is turned on to pass the voltage level on address node capacitor 1240 to latched
address node capacitor 1252. A high voltage level turns on latched address transistor 1250 and a low voltage level turns
off latched address transistor 1250. The evaluation signal EVAL is set to a high voltage level to turn on evaluation
transistor 1248 and discharge the latched address signal to a low voltage level if latched address transistor 1250 is
turned on. If the latched address transistor 1250 is off as evaluation transistor 1248 is turned on, the latched address
line 1212 remains at a high voltage level. The latch transistor 1226 is turned off to latch in the voltage level on latched
address node capacitor 1252 and the state of latched address transistor 1250.

[0252] In an example operation of one embodiment of latch register 1220, first pre-charge signal PRE1, select signal
SEL1 and latch signal LATCH are set to a low voltage level. In addition, second pre-charge signal PRE2 is set to a low
voltage level and evaluation signal EVAL is set to a high voltage level. With latch signal LATCH at a low voltage level,
latch transistor 1226 is turned off to latch in the voltage level on latched address node capacitor 1252 that sets the on/off
state of latched address transistor 1250. With evaluation signal EVAL set to a high voltage level, evaluation transistor
1248 is turned on to discharge the latched address signal if latched address transistor 1250 is turned on. With pre-charge
signal PRE2 set to a low voltage level, the voltage level on latched address line 1212 corresponds to the state of latched
address transistor 1250. If latched address transistor 1250 is on, latched address signal ~B1, ~B2, ... ~B7 on latched
address line 1212 is actively driven to a low voltage level. If latched address transistor 1250 is off, latched address signal
~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 on latched address line 1212 remains at a pre-charged high voltage level.

[0253] The first pre-charge signal PRE1 is set to a high voltage level to pre-charge address node capacitor 1240 to a
high voltage level. As address node capacitor 1240 is charged to a high voltage level, a valid address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 is provided on address line 1206 to address transistor 1238. The valid address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 sets the
on/off state of address transistor 1238 and pre-charge signal PRE1 transitions to a low voltage level at the end of the
first pre-charge time period.

[0254] Next, select signal SEL1, latch signal LATCH and pre-charge signal PRE2 are set to a high voltage level and
evaluation signal EVAL is set to a low voltage level. The select signal SEL1 turns on select transistor 1236 and latch
signal LATCH turns on latch transistor 1226. If the valid address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 on signal line 1206 is at a high
voltage level, address transistor 1238 is turned on and address node capacitor 1240 and latched address node capacitor
1252 are discharged to a low voltage level. If the valid address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 on signal line 1206 is at a low
voltage level, address transistor 1238 is turned off and address node capacitor 1240 charges latched address node
capacitor 1252 to a high voltage level. The inverse of the valid address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 received on signal line
1206 is stored on capacitors 1240 and 1252.

[0255] The voltage level on latched address capacitor 1252 sets the on/off state of latched address transistor 1250.
With evaluation signal EVAL set to a low voltage level and pre-charge signal PRE2 set to a high voltage level, evaluation
transistor 1248 is turned off and latch address line 1212 is charged to a high voltage level. The select signal SEL1, latch
signal LATCH and pre-charge signal PRE2 are set to a low voltage level at the end of the select time period. With latch
signal LATCH atalow voltage level, latch transistor 1226 is turned off to latch in the state of latched address transistor 1250.
[0256] Next, evaluation signal EVAL is set to a high voltage level to turn on evaluation transistor 1248. If the latched
address node capacitor 1252 is charged to a high voltage level to turn on latch address transistor 1250, the latched
address line 1212 is discharged to a low voltage level. If the latched address node capacitor 1252 is at a low voltage
level to turn off latched address transistor 1250, latched address line 1212 remains charged to a high voltage level.
Thus, the inverse of the address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 is present on the latched address node capacitor 1252 and the
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inverse of the voltage level on the latched address node capacitor 1252 is present on the latched address line 1212 as
latched address signal ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7. The address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 is latched into latch register 1220 and
provided as latched address signal ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 on latched address line 1212. The latched address signal ~B1,
~B2, ...~B7 remains valid as pre-charge signal PRE1 is toggled high to charge address node capacitor 1240 with latch
transistor 1226 turned off. The latched address signal ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 becomes invalid as select signal SEL1, latch
signal LATCH and pre-charge signal PRE2 are set to a high voltage level and evaluation signal EVAL is set to a low
voltage level.

[0257] Figure 17 is a timing diagram illustrating an example operation of one embodiment of latch register 1220.
Address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 are in transition at 1302. Pre-charge signal PRE1 at 1304 is set to a high
voltage level at 1306 for one time period, indicated at 1308. During time period 1308, select signal SEL1 at 1310 and
latch signal LATCH at 1312 are set to a low voltage level to turn off select transistor 1236 and latch transistor 1226,
respectively. The high voltage level of pre-charge signal PRE1 at 1306, charges address node capacitor 1240 through
pre-charge transistor 1234. With latch transistor 1226 turned off, the voltage level on latched address node capacitor
1252 remains unchanged. In addition, during time period 1308, pre-charge signal PRE2 at 1314 is at a low voltage level
and evaluation signal EVAL at 1316 is at a high voltage level to turn on evaluation transistor 1248. The latched address
signal ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 at 1318 remains unchanged.

[0258] The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 are provided by address generator 1200 and become valid
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 at 1320. One of the valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1320 is provided on
signal line 1206 to set the on/off state of address transistor 1238. The pre-charge signal PRE1 at 1304 transitions low
at 1322 at the end of time period 1308.

[0259] The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 remain valid at 1324 during the next time period, indicated at
1326. During the time period at 1326, pre-charge signal PRE1 at 1304 remains at a low voltage level while select signal
SEL1 at 1310 transitions to a high voltage level at 1328, latch signal LATCH at 1312 transitions to a high voltage level
at 1330, pre-charge signal PRE2 at 1314 transitions to a high voltage level at 1332 and evaluation signal EVAL at 1316
transitions to a low voltage level at 1334. The valid address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1324 sets the on/off state of
address transistor 1238. With select signal SEL1 at 1310 set to a high voltage level and latch signal LATCH at 1312 set
to a high voltage level, the voltage level on address node capacitor 1240 and latched address node capacitor 1252 is
based on the state of address transistor 1238. If address transistor 1238 is turned on by the valid address signal ~A1,
~A2, ...-A7 at 1324, address node capacitor 1240 and latched address node capacitor 1252 are discharged to a low
voltage level. If address transistor 1238 is turned off by the valid address signal ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1324, address node
capacitor 1240 and latched address node capacitor 1252 remain at a high voltage level.

[0260] With pre-charge signal PRE2 at 1314 set to a high voltage level at 1332 and evaluation signal EVAL at 1316
set to a low voltage level at 1334, evaluation transistor 1248 is turned off and the latched address line 1212 is charged
to a high voltage level through second pre-charge transistor 1246. As the evaluation signal EVAL at 1316 transitions to
a low voltage level at 1334 and pre-charge signal PRE2 at 1314 transitions to a high voltage level at 1332, latched
address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 at 1318 transition to invalid latched address signals at 1336. At the end of time period
1326, select signal SEL1 at 1310 transitions to a low voltage level at 1338 to turn off select transistor 1236, latch signal
LATCH at 1312 transitions to a low voltage level at 1340 to turn off latch transistor 1226 and pre-charge signal PRE2
at 1314 transitions to a low voltage level at 1342 to stop charging latched address line 1212 through pre-charge transistor
1246. Turning off latch transistor 1226, latches in the voltage level on latched address node capacitor 1252 to turn on
or off latched address transistor 1250.

[0261] The evaluation signal EVAL at 1316 transitions to a high voltage level at 1344, during the next time period,
indicated at 1346. As the evaluation signal EVAL at 1316 transitions to a high voltage level at 1344, the latched address
signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 at 1318, including the signal on latched address line 1212, become valid at 1348. The address
signals ~A1, ~A2, ...-A7 at 1300 provided by address generator 1200 remain valid during time period 1346. In addition,
both the address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 and the latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 at 1318 remain
valid for the following time period, indicated at 1350.

[0262] The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 become invalid address signals at 1352, at the beginning of the
time period indicated at 1354. In addition, address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 remain invalid during the time period
indicated at 1356. The latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 remain valid during time periods 1354 and 1356.
[0263] Address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 are in transition at 1358, during the time period indicated at 1360,
and become valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1362. Pre-charge signal PRE1 at 1304 transitions to a high voltage
level at 1364 and latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 are valid during time period 1360. Time period 1360 is similar
to time period 1308 and the cycle repeats itself through time periods 1326, 1346, 1350, 1354 and 1356.

[0264] In this embodiment, the cycle includes six time periods, such as time periods 1326, 1346, 1350, 1354, 1356
and 1360. The address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 are valid for three time periods 1326, 1346 and 1350 and the
latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 at 1318 are valid for four time periods 1350, 1354, 1356 and 1360. Address
signals ~A1, -A2, ...-A7 at 1300 and latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 at 1318 are both valid during time period
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1350. The latch register 1220 latches in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 while the latched address signals
~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 at 1318 are invalid for two time periods, such as time periods 1326 and 1346. In other embodiments,
the number of time periods in a cycle can be set to any suitable number of time periods and the latch circuit 1202 can
latch in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 at 1300 in two or more time periods.

[0265] Figure 18 is a diagram illustrating one embodiment of a single direction shift register cell 1400 for use in other
address generator embodiments that provide addresses in forward and reverse directions. The shift register cell 1400
includes a first stage that is an input stage, indicated with dashed lines at 1402, and a second stage that is an output
stage, indicated with dashed lines at 1404. The first stage 1402 includes a first pre-charge transistor 1406, a first
evaluation transistor 1408 and an input transistor 1410. The second stage 1404 includes a second pre-charge transistor
1412, a second evaluation transistor 1414 and an internal node transistor 1416.

[0266] In the first stage 1402, the gate and one side of the drain-source path of first pre-charge transistor 1406 is
electrically coupled to first pre-charge line 1418. The first pre-charge line 1418 conducts timing pulses in first pre-charge
signal PRE1 to shift register cell 1400. The other side of the drain-source path of first pre-charge transistor 1406 is
electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of first evaluation transistor 1408 and the gate of internal node
transistor 1416 through internal node 1420. The internal node 1420 provides internal node signal SN between stages
1402 and 1404 to the gate of internal node transistor 1416.

[0267] The gate of first evaluation transistor 1408 is electrically coupled to first evaluation signal line 1422 that conducts
timing pulses in first evaluation signal EVAL1 to shift register cell 1400. The other side of the drain-source path of first
evaluation transistor 1408 is electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of input transistor 1410 at 1424.
The gate of input transistor 1410 is electrically coupled to the input line 1411. The other side of the drain-source path of
input transistor 1410 is electrically coupled to a reference, such as ground, at 1426.

[0268] In the second stage 1404, the gate and one side of the drain-source path of second pre-charge transistor 1412
are electrically coupled to second pre-charge line 1428. The second pre-charge line 1428 conducts timing pulses in a
second pre-charge signal PRE2 to shift register cell 1400. The other side of the drain-source path of second pre-charge
transistor 1412 is electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of second evaluation transistor 1414 and shift
register output line 1430. The gate of second evaluation transistor 1414 is electrically coupled to the second evaluation
signal line 1432 that conducts second evaluation signal EVAL2 to shift register cell 1400. The other side of the drain-
source path of second evaluation transistor 1414 is electrically coupled to one side of the drain-source path of internal
node transistor 1416 at 1434. The other side of the drain-source path of internal node transistor 1416 is electrically
coupled to a reference, such as ground, at 1436. The gate of the internal node transistor 1416 includes a capacitance
1438 for storing internal node signal SN. The shift register cell output line at 1430 includes a capacitance 1440 that
stores the shift register cell output signal SO.

[0269] Shift register cell 1400 receives an input signal Sl and through a series of pre-charge and evaluate operations,
stores the value of input signal S| as output signal SO. The first stage 1402 receives input signal S| and stores the
inverse of input signal S| as internal node signal SN. The second stage 1404 receives internal node signal SN and
stores the inverse of internal node signal SN as output signal SO.

[0270] In operation, shift register cell 1400 receives a timing pulse in first pre-charge signal PRE1 that pre-charges
internal node 1420 and internal node signal SN to a high voltage level through first pre-charge transistor 1406. Next,
shift register cell 1400 receives a timing pulse in first evaluation signal EVAL1 that turns on first evaluation transistor
1408. If input signal Sl is at a low voltage level that turns off input transistor 1410, internal node 1420 and internal node
signal SN remain charged to a high voltage level. If input signal Sl is at a high voltage level that turns on input transistor
1410, internal node 1420 and internal node signal SN discharge to a low voltage level.

[0271] Shift register cell 1400 receives a timing pulse in second pre-charge signal PRE2 that pre-charges output signal
line 1430 and output signal SO to a high voltage level. Previous to the timing pulse in second pre-charge signal PRE2
the output line 1430 can store a valid output signal SO. Next, shift register cell 1400 receives a timing pulse in second
evaluation signal EVAL2 that turns on second evaluation transistor 1414. If internal node signal SN is at a low voltage
level that turns off internal node transistor 1416, output line 1430 and output signal SO remain charged to a high voltage
level. If internal node signal SN is at a high voltage level that turns on internal node transistor 1416, output line 1430
and output signal SO are discharged to a low voltage level.

[0272] Figure 19 is a diagram illustrating an address generator 1500 that uses shift register cell 1400 to provide
addresses in forward and reverse directions. The address generator 1500 includes a first shift register 1502, a second
shift register 1504, a first logic circuit 1506, a second logic circuit 1508 and a direction circuit 1510.

[0273] The first shift register 1502 is electrically coupled to first logic circuit 1506 through shift register output lines
1512a-1512m. The shift register output lines 1512a-1512m provide shift register output signals SO1-SO13 to logic circuit
1506 as logic circuit input signals Al1-Al13, respectively. Also, first shift register 1502 is electrically coupled to control
signal line 1514 that conducts control signal CSYNC to first shift register 1502. In addition, first shift register 1502
receives timing pulses from timing signals T1-T4.

[0274] First shift register 1502 is electrically coupled to first timing signal line 1516 that conducts timing signal T1 to
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first shift register 1502 as first pre-charge signal PRE1. First shift register 1502 is electrically coupled to first resistor
divide network 1518 through first evaluation signal line 1520. The first resistor divide network 1518 is electrically coupled
to second timing signal line 1522 that conducts timing signal T2 to first resistor divide network 1518. The first resistor
divide network 1518 provides a reduced voltage level T2 timing signal to first shift register 1502 through first evaluation
signal line 1520 as first evaluation signal EVALA1. First shift register 1502 is electrically coupled to third signal line 1524
that conducts timing signal T3 to first shift register 1502 as second pre-charge signal PRE2. First shift register 1502 is
electrically coupled to second resistor divide network 1526 through second evaluation signal line 1528. The second
resistor divide network 1526 is electrically coupled to fourth timing signal line 1530 that provides timing signal T4 to
second resistor divide network 1526. The second resistor divide network 1526 provides a reduced voltage level T4 timing
signal to first shift register 1502 through second evaluation signal line 1528 as second evaluation signal EVAL2.
[0275] The second shift register 1504 is electrically coupled to second logic circuit 1508 through shift register output
lines 1532a-1532m. The shift register output lines 1532a-1532m conduct shift register output signals SO1-SO13 to logic
circuit 1508 as logic circuit input signals Al13-Al1, respectively. Also, second shift register 1504 is electrically coupled
to control signal line 1514 that conducts control signal CSYNC to second shift register 1504. In addition, second shift
register 1504 receives timing pulses from timing pulses T1-T4.

[0276] Second shift register 1504 is electrically coupled to first timing signal line 1516 that conducts timing signal T1
to second shift register 1504 as first pre-charge signal PRE1. Second shift register 1504 is electrically coupled to first
evaluation signal line 1520 that conducts a reduced voltage level T2 timing signal to second shift register 1504 as first
evaluation signal EVAL1. Second shift register 1504 is electrically coupled to third timing signal line 1524 that conducts
timing signal T3 to second shift register 1504 as second pre-charge signal PRE2. Second shift register 1504 is electrically
coupled to second evaluation signal line 1528 that conducts a reduced voltage level T4 timing signal to second shift
register 1504 as second evaluation signal EVAL2.

[0277] Direction circuit 1510 is electrically coupled to first shift register 1502 through forward direction signal line 1540
and to second shift register 1504 through reverse direction signal line 1542. The forward direction signal line 1540
conducts the forward direction signal DIRF from direction circuit 1510 to first shift register 1502. The reverse direction
signal line 1542 conducts the reverse direction signal DIRR from direction circuit 1510 to second shift register 1504.
Also, direction circuit 1510 is electrically coupled to control signal line 1514 that conducts control signal CSYNC to
direction circuit 1510. In addition, direction circuit 1510 receives timing pulses from timing signals T3-T6.

[0278] Direction circuit 1510 is electrically coupled to third timing signal line 1524 that conducts timing signal T3 to
direction circuit 1510 as fourth pre-charge signal PRE4. Direction circuit 1510 is electrically coupled to second evaluation
signal line 1528 that conducts the reduced voltage T4 timing signal to direction circuit 1510 as fourth evaluation signal
EVALA4. Also, direction circuit 1510 is electrically coupled to fifth timing signal line 1544 that conducts timing signal T5
to direction circuit 1510 as third pre-charge signal PRE3. In addition, direction circuit 1510 is electrically coupled to third
resistor divide network 1546 through third evaluation signal line 1548. The third resistor divide network 1546 is electrically
coupled to sixth timing signal line 1550 that conducts timing signal T6 to third resistor divide network 1546. The third
resistor divide network 1546 provides a reduced voltage T6 timing signal to direction circuit 1510 as third evaluation
signal EVALS3.

[0279] The first logic circuit 1506 is electrically coupled to shift register output lines 1512a-1512m to receive shift
register output signals SO1-SO13 as input signals Al1-Al13, respectively. Also first logic circuit 1506 is electrically
coupled to address lines 1552a-1552g to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7, respectively. The second logic
circuit 1508 is electrically coupled to shift register output lines 1532a-1532m to receive shift register output signals S01-
S013 as input signals Al13-Al1, respectively. Also, second logic circuit 1508 is electrically coupled to address lines
1552a-1552g to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7, respectively.

[0280] The first shift register 1502 and first logic circuit 1506 provide low voltage level signals in address signals ~A1,
~A2, ... ~AT7 to provide thirteen addresses as previously described. The first shift register 1502 and first logic circuit 1506
provide the thirteen addresses in a forward direction from address one to address thirteen. The second shift register
1504 and second logic circuit 1508 provide low voltage level signals in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 to provide the
thirteen addresses in a reverse direction from address thirteen to address one. The direction circuit 1510 conducts
direction signals DIRF and DIRR that enable either first shift register 1502 for forward direction operation or second shift
register 1504 for reverse direction operation.

[0281] The timing signals T1-T6 provide a series of six pulses in a repeating series of six pulses. Each timing signal
T1-T6 includes one pulse in the series of six pulses and timing signals T1-T6 provide pulses in order from timing signal
T1 to timing signal T6.

[0282] The first shift register 1502 includes thirteen shift register cells, such as shift register cell 1400. The thirteen
shift register cells 1400 are electrically coupled in series with the output line 1430 of one electrically coupled to the input
line 1411 of the next-in-line shift register cell 1400. The first shift register cell 1400 in the series receives control signal
CSYNC as input signal Sl and provides output signal SO1. The next shift register cell 1400 receives output signal SO1
as input signal Sl and provides output signal SO2 and so on, through and including the last shift register cell 1400 that
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receives the previous output signal SO12 as input signal S| and provides output signal SO13.

[0283] First shift register 1502 is initiated by receiving a control pulse in control signal CSYNC coincident with a timing
pulse in timing signal T2. In response, a single high voltage level signal is provided at SO1. During each subsequent
series of six timing pulses, first shift register 1502 shifts the single high voltage level signal to the next shift register cell
1400 and shift register output signal SO2-SO13. The single high voltage level signal is shifted from shift register output
signal SO1 to shift register output signal SO2 and so on, up to and including shift register output signal SO13. After shift
register output signal SO13 has been set to a high voltage level, all shift register output signals SO1-SO13 are set to
low voltage levels.

[0284] The first logic circuit 1506 is similar to logic circuit 406 (shown in Figure 9). The first logic circuit 1506 receives
the single high voltage level signal as an input signal Al1-Al13 and provides the corresponding low voltage level address
signals in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. In response to a high voltage level input signal Al1, first logic circuit 1506
provides address one address signals ~A1 and ~A2 at low voltage levels. In response to a high voltage level input signal
Al2, first logic circuit 1506 provides address two address signals ~A1 and ~A3 at low voltage levels and so on, through
and including a high voltage level input signal Al13 and first logic circuit 1506 providing address thirteen address signals
~A3 and ~A5 at low voltage levels.

[0285] The second shift register 1504 is similar to first shift register 1502. The second shift register 1502 provides a
single high voltage level signal as shift register output signal SO1 in response to being initiated by a control pulse
coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T2. In response to each subsequent series of six pulses, the high voltage
level signal is shifted to the next shift register cell 1400 and shift register output signal SO2-SO13. The high voltage level
signal is shifted from shift register output signal SO1 to shift register output signal SO2 and so on, up to and including
shift register output signal SO13. After shift register output signal SO13 has been set to a high voltage level, all shift
register output signals SO1-SO13 are at low voltage levels.

[0286] The second logic circuit 1508 is similar to logic circuit 406 (shown in Figure 9) and receives the high voltage
level output signals SO1-SO13 as input signals Al13-Al1. The second logic circuit 1508 provides the thirteen addresses
in reverse order from address thirteen to address one. In response to a high voltage level signal SO1, which is received
as input signal Al13, second logic circuit 1508 provides address thirteen low voltage level address signals ~A3 and ~A5.
Next, in response to a high voltage level signal SO2, which is received as input signal Al12, second logic circuit 1508
provides address twelve low voltage level address signals ~A3 and ~A4 and so on, up to and including in response to
a high voltage level signal SO13, which is received as input signal Al1, second logic circuit 1508 provides address one
low voltage level address signals ~A1 and ~A2.

[0287] The direction circuit 1510 is similar to direction circuit 404 of Figure 10B. If direction circuit 1510 receives a
control pulse in control signal CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T4, direction circuit 1510 provides
a low voltage level direction signal DIRR and a high voltage level direction signal DIRF to shift in the forward direction,
from address one to address thirteen. If direction circuit 1510 receives a control pulse coincidence with a timing pulse
in timing signal T6, direction circuit 1510 provides a low voltage level direction signal DIRF and a high voltage level
direction signal DIRR to shift in the reverse direction, from address thirteen to address one.

[0288] Each shift register 1502 and 1504 includes a direction transistor (not shown) in the first shift register cell 1400
in the series of shift register cells 1400. The direction transistor is situated in series with the input transistor 1410, similar
to the series coupling of direction transistors 512 and 514 in shift register cell 403a illustrated in Figure 10A. The direction
transistor is electrically coupled between the drain-source path of input transistor 1410 and reference 1426. The direction
transistor in the first shift register cell 1400 in the series of shift register cells 1400 operates similar to direction transistors
512 and 514 in shift register cell 403a of Figure 10A. A high voltage level direction signal DIRF or DIRR turns on the
direction transistor to enable the shift register 1502 or 1504 to be initiated by a control pulse in control signal CSYNC
coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T2. A low voltage level direction signal DIRF or DIRR turns off the direction
transistor to disable the shift register 1502 or 1504.

[0289] In forward operation, in one series of six pulses direction circuit 1510 receives a control pulse in control signal
CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T4 to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the forward
direction. The high voltage level direction signal DIRF enables first shift register 1502 and the low voltage level direction
signal DIRR disables second shift register 1504.

[0290] In the next series of six pulses, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided coincident with the timing
pulse in timing signal T2. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in timing signal T2 initiates first shift register
1502 by discharging internal node 1420 through first evaluation transistor 1408, input transistor 1410 and the direction
transistor (not shown). Second shift register 1504 is not initiated as it is disabled.

[0291] First shift register 1502 provides a single high voltage level output signal SO1 to first logic circuit 1506 that
provides address one address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. Each subsequent series of six pulses, shifts the high voltage
level signal to the next shift register output signal SO2-SO13. First logic circuit 1506 receives each high voltage level
output signal SO1-S0O13 and provides the corresponding addresses, from address one to address thirteen in address
signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. After shift register output signal SO13 has been high, all shift register output signals SO1-

37



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

S0O13 are set to low voltage levels and all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 are set to high voltage levels.

[0292] In reverse operation, in one series of six pulses direction circuit 1510 receives a control pulse in control signal
CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T6 to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the reverse
direction. The low voltage level direction signal DIRF disables first shift register 1502 and the high voltage level direction
signal DIRR enables second shift register 1504.

[0293] In the next series of six pulses, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided coincident with the timing
pulse in timing signal T2. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in timing signal T2 initiates second shift
register 1504 by discharging internal node 1420 through first evaluation transistor 1408, input transistor 1410 and the
direction transistor (not shown). First shift register 1502 is not initiated as it is disabled.

[0294] Second shift register 1504 provides a single high voltage level output signal SO1 to second logic circuit 1508
that provides address thirteen address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. Each subsequent series of six pulses, shifts the high
voltage level signal to the next shift register output signal SO2-SO13. Second logic circuit 1508 receives each high
voltage level output signal SO1-SO13 and provides the corresponding addresses, from address thirteen to address one
in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. After shift register output signal SO1 has been high, all shift register output signals
S01-S0O13 are set to low voltage levels and all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 are set to high voltage levels.

[0295] Figure 20 is a diagram illustrating an address generator 1600 that uses shift register cell 1400 in one shift
register 1602 to provide addresses in a forward direction and a reverse direction. The address generator 1600 includes
shift register 1602, a forward logic circuit 1604, a reverse logic circuit 1606 and a direction circuit 1608.

[0296] The shift register 1602 is electrically coupled to forward logic circuit 1604 and reverse logic circuit 1606 by shift
register output lines 1610a-1610m. The shift register output lines 1610a-1610m provide shift register output signals
S01-S0O13 to forward logic circuit 1604 as input signals Al1-Al13, respectively. The shift register output lines 1610a-
1610m provide shift register output signals SO1-SO13 to reverse logic circuit 1606 as input signals Al13-Al1, respectively.
Also, shift register 1602 is electrically coupled to control signal line 1612 that provides control signal CSYNC to shift
register 1602. In addition, shift register 1602 receives timing pulses from timing signals T1-T4.

[0297] Shift register 1602 is electrically coupled to first timing signal line 1614 that provides timing signal T1 to shift
register 1602 as first pre-charge signal PRE1. Shift register 1602 is electrically coupled to first resistor divide network
1616 through first evaluation signal line 1618. The first resistor divide network 1616 is electrically coupled to second
timing signal line 1620 that conducts timing signal T2 to first resistor divide network 1616. The first resistor divide network
1616 provides a reduced voltage level T2 timing signal to shift register 1602 through first evaluation signal line 1618 as
first evaluation signal EVAL1. Shift register 1602 is electrically coupled to third timing signal line 1622 that provides
timing signal T3 to shift register 1602 as second pre-charge signal PRE2. Shift register 1602 is electrically coupled to
second resistor divide network 1624 through second evaluation signal line 1626. The second resistor divide network
1624 is electrically coupled to fourth timing signal line 1628 that conducts timing signal T4 to second resistor divide
network 1624. The second resistor divide network 1624 provides a reduce voltage level T4 timing signal to shift register
1602 through second evaluation signal line 1626 as second evaluation signal EVAL2.

[0298] Direction circuit 1608 is electrically coupled to forward logic circuit 1604 through forward direction signal line
1630 and to reverse logic circuit 1606 through reverse direction signal line 1632. The forward direction signal line 1630
provides the forward direction signal DIRF from direction circuit 1608 to forward logic circuit 1604. The reverse direction
signal line 1632 provides the reverse direction signal DIRR from direction circuit 1608 to reverse logic circuit 1606. Also,
direction circuit 1608 is electrically coupled to control signal line 1612 that provides control signal CSYNC to direction
circuit 1608. In addition, direction circuit 1608 receives timing pulses from timing signal T3-T6.

[0299] Direction circuit 1608 is electrically coupled to third timing signal line 1622 to receive timing signal T3 as fourth
pre-charge signal PRE4 and to second evaluation signal line 1626 to receive the reduced voltage T4 timing signal as
fourth evaluation signal EVAL4. Also, direction circuit 1608 is electrically coupled to fifth timing signal line 1634 that
provides timing signal T5 to direction circuit 1608 as third pre-charge signal PRE3. In addition, direction circuit 1608 is
electrically coupled to third resistor divide network 1636 through third evaluation signal line 1638. The third resistor divide
network 1636 is electrically coupled to sixth timing signal line 1640 that provides timing signal T6 to third resistor divide
network 1636. The third resistor divide network 1636 provides a reduced voltage T6 timing signal to direction circuit
1608 as third evaluation signal EVAL3.

[0300] The forward logic circuit 1604 is electrically coupled to shift register output lines 1610a-1610m to receive shift
register output signals SO1-SO13 as input signals Al1-Al13, respectively. Also, forward logic circuit 1604 is electrically
coupled to address lines 1642a-1642g to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7, respectively. The reverse logic
circuit 1606 is electrically coupled to shift register output lines 1610a-1610m to receive shift register output signals SO1-
S013 as input signals Al13-Al1, respectively. Also, reverse logic circuit 1606 is electrically coupled to address lines
1642a-1642g to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7, respectively.

[0301] The shift register 1602 and the forward and reverse logic circuits 1604 and 1606 provide low voltage level
signals in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 to provide thirteen addresses as previously described. The shift register
1602 and forward logic circuit 1604 provide the thirteen addresses in a forward direction from address one to address
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thirteen. The shift register 1602 and reverse logic circuit 1606 provide the thirteen addresses in a reverse direction from
address thirteen to address one. The direction circuit 1608 provides direction signals DIRF and DIRR that enable either
forward logic circuit 1604 for forward direction operation or reverse logic circuit 1606 for reverse direction operation.
[0302] The timing signals T1-T6 provide a series of six pulses. Each timing signal T1-T6 provides one pulse in the
series of six pulses and timing signals T1-T6 provide pulses in order from timing signal T1 to timing signal T6.

[0303] The shift register 1602 includes thirteen shift register cells such as shift register cell 1400. The thirteen shift
register cells 1400 are electrically coupled in series with the output line 1430 of one electrically coupled to the input line
1411 of the next-in-line shift register cell 1400. The first shift register cell 1400 in the series receives control signal
CSYNC as input signal Sl and provides output signal SO1. The next shift register cell 1400 receives output signal SO1
as input signal Sl and provides output signal SO2 and so on, through and including the last shift register cell 1400 that
receives the previous output signal SO12 as input signal S| and provides output signals SO13.

[0304] Shift register 1602 is initiated by a control pulse in control signal CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in timing
signal T2. In response, a single high voltage level signal is provided at SO1. During each subsequent series of six timing
pulses, shift register 1602 shifts the single high voltage level signal to the next shift register cell 1400 and shift register
output signal SO1-SO13. The single high voltage level signal is shifted from shift register output signal SO1 to shift
register output signal SO2 and so on, up to and including shift register output signal SO13. After shift register output
signal SO13 has been set to a high voltage level, all shift register output signals SO1-SO13 are set to low voltage levels.
[0305] The forward logic circuit 1604 is similar to logic circuit 406 (shown in Figure 9). The forward logic circuit 1604
receives the single high voltage level signal as an input signal Al1-Al13 and provides the corresponding low voltage
level address signals in address signals ~A1, ~A2,... ~A7. In response to a high voltage level input signal Al1, forward
logic circuit 1604 provides address one address signals ~A1 and ~A2 at low voltage levels. In response to a high voltage
level input signal Al2, first logic circuit 1604 provides address two address signals ~A1 and ~A3 at low voltage levels,
and so on through and including a high voltage level input signal Al13 and forward logic circuit 1604 providing address
thirteen address signals ~A3 and ~A5 at low voltage levels.

[0306] The reverse logic circuit 1606 is similar to logic circuit 406 (shown in Figure 9) and receives the high voltage
level output signals SO1-SO13 as input signals Al13-Al1, respectively. The reverse logic circuit 1606 provides the thirteen
addresses in reverse order from address thirteen to address one. In response to a high voltage level signal SO1, which
is received as input signal Al13, reverse logic circuit 1606 provides address thirteen address signals ~A3 and ~A5 at
low voltage levels. Next, in response to a high voltage level signal SO2, which is received as input signal Al12, reverse
logic circuit 1606 provides address twelve address signals ~A3 and ~A4 at low voltage levels, and so on up to and
including in response to high voltage level SO13, which is received as input signal Al1, reverse logic circuit 1606 provides
address one address signals ~A1 and ~A2 at low voltage levels.

[0307] The direction circuit 1608 is similar to direction circuit 404 of Figure 10B. If direction circuit 1608 receives a
control pulse in control signal CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T4, direction circuit 1608 provides
a low voltage level direction signal DIRR and a high voltage level direction signal DIRF to shift in the forward direction,
from address one to address thirteen. If direction circuit 1608 receives a control pulse coincident with a timing pulse in
timing signal T6, direction circuit 1608 provides a low voltage level direction signal DIRF and a high voltage direction
signal DIRR to shift in the reverse direction from address thirteen to address one.

[0308] In one embodiment, each logic circuit 1604 and 1606 includes a direction transistor situated in series with the
logic evaluation line pre-charge transistor 444. In each logic circuit 1604 and 1606, the drain-source path of the direction
transistor is electrically coupled between the drain-source path of logic evaluation line pre-charge transistor 444 and
logic evaluation signal line 474. The gate of the direction transistor in forward logic circuit 1604 is electrically coupled to
the forward direction line 1630 to receive the forward direction signal DIRF. The gate of the direction transistor in reverse
logic transistor 1606 is electrically coupled to the reverse direction line 1632 to receive the reverse direction signal DIRR.
In another embodiment, each logic circuit 1604 and 1606 includes a direction transistor situated in series with logic
evaluation transistors 440. In each logic circuit 1604 and 1606, the drain-source path of the direction transistor is elec-
trically coupled between each of the drain-source paths of logic evaluation transistors 440 and reference 478.

[0309] In one embodiment, a high voltage level direction signal DIRF turns on the direction transistor in forward logic
circuit 1604 to enable the timing pulse in timing signal T5 to charge logic evaluation signal line 474, which turns on logic
evaluation transistors 440 in forward logic circuit 1604 for providing address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the forward
direction. A low voltage level direction signal DIRF turns off the direction transistor to disable forward logic circuit 1604.
A high voltage level direction signal DIRR turns on the direction transistor in reverse logic circuit 1606 to enable the
timing pulse in timing signal T5 to charge logic evaluation signal line 474, which turns on logic evaluation transistors 440
in reverse logic circuit 1606 for providing address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the reverse direction. A low voltage level
direction signal DIRR turns off the direction transistor in reverse logic circuit 1606 to disable the reverse logic circuit 1606.
[0310] In forward operation, in one series of six pulses, direction circuit 1608 receives a control pulse in control signal
CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T4 to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the forward
direction. The high voltage level direction signal DIRF enables forward logic circuit 1604 and the low voltage level direction
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signal DIRR disables reverse logic circuit 1606.

[0311] In the next series of six pulses, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided coincident with the timing
pulse in timing signal T2. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in timing signal T2 initiates shift register
1602. The shift register 1602 provides a single high voltage level output signal SO1 to forward logic circuit 1604 that
provides address one address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. A control pulse in control signal CSYNC is also provided
coincident with the timing pulse in timing signal T4 to continue providing address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 in the forward
direction.

[0312] In each subsequent series of six pulses, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided coincident with
the timing pulse in timing signal T4 to continue providing the address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 in the forward direction.
Also, in each subsequent series of six pulses, shift register 1602 shifts the high voltage level signal from one shift register
output signal SO1-SO13 to the next shift register output signal SO1-SO13. Forward logic circuit 1604 receives each
high level output signal SO1-SO13 and provides the corresponding address, from address one to address thirteen in
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. After shift register output signal SO13 has been high, all shift register output signals
S01-S0O13 are set to low voltage levels and all address signals ~A1, ~A2,... ~A7 are set to high voltage levels.

[0313] In reverse operation, in one series of six pulses direction circuit 1608 receives a control pulse in control signal
CSYNC coincident with a timing pulse in timing signal T6 to provide address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the reverse
direction. The low voltage level direction signal DIRF disables forward logic circuit 1604 and the high voltage level
direction signal DIRR enables reverse logic circuit 1606.

[0314] In the next series of six pulses, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided coincident with the timing
pulse in timing signal T2. The control pulse coincident with the timing pulse in timing signal T2 initiates shift register
1602. The shift register 1602 provides a single high voltage level output signal SO1 to reverse logic circuit 1606 as input
signal Al13. The reverse logic circuit 1606 provides address thirteen address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. Also, a control
pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided coincident with the timing pulse in timing signal T6 to continue providing
address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the reverse direction.

[0315] In each subsequent series of six pulses, a control pulse in control signal CSYNC is provided coincident with
the timing pulse in timing signal T6 to continue providing address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 in the reverse direction. Also,
in each subsequent series of six pulses, shift register 1602 shifts the high voltage level signal from one shift register
output signal SO1-SO13 to the next shift register output signal SO1-SO13. Reverse logic circuit 1606 receives each
high voltage level output signal SO1-SO13 and provides the corresponding address from address thirteen to address
one in address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7. After shift register output signal SO1 has been high, all shift register output
signals SO1-S013 are set to low voltage levels and all address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 are set to high voltage levels.
[0316] Figure 21 is a diagram illustrating an example layout of one embodiment of a printhead die 1700. The printhead
die 1700 includes six fire groups 1702a-1702f disposed along three ink fluid feed sources, here depicted as feed slots
1704, 1706 and 1708. Fire groups 1702a and 1702d are disposed along ink feed slot 1704, fire groups 1702b and 1702e
are disposed along ink feed slot 1706 and fire groups 1702c and 1702f are disposed along ink feed slot 1708. The ink
feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 are located parallel to one another and each ink feed slot 1704, 1706 and 1708 includes
a length that extends along the y-direction of printhead die 1700. In one embodiment, each of the ink feed slots 1704,
1706 and 1708 supplies a different color ink to drop generators 60 in fire groups 1702a-1702f. In this embodiment, ink
feed slot 1704 supplies yellow colored ink, ink feed slot 1706 supplies magenta colored ink and ink feed slot 1708
supplies cyan colored ink. In other embodiments, the ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 can supply any suitably colored
ink of the same or different colors.

[0317] The fire groups 1702a-1702f are divided into eight data line groups, indicated at D1-D8. Each data line group
D1-D8 includes pre-charged firing cells 120 from each of the fire groups 1702a-1702f. Each of the pre-charged firing
cells 120 in a data line group D1-D8 is electrically coupled to one data line 208a-208h. Data line group D1, indicated at
1710a-1710f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208a. Data line group D2, indicated
at 1712a-1712f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208b. Data line group D3, indicated
at 1714a-1714f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208c. Data line group D4, indicated
at 1716a-1716f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208d. Data line group D5, indicated
at 1718a-1718f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208e. Data line group D6, indicated
at 1720a-1720f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208f. Data line group D7, indicated
at 1722a-1722f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208g, and data line group D8,
indicated at 1724a-1724f, includes pre-charged firing cells 120 electrically coupled to data line 208h. Each of the pre-
charged firing cells 120 in printhead die 1700 is electrically coupled to only one data line 208a-208h. Each data line
208a-208h is electrically coupled to all of the gates of the data transistors 136 in the pre-charged firing cells 120 of the
corresponding data line group D1-D8.

[0318] Fire group one (FG1) 1702a is disposed along one half of the length of ink feed slot 1704. The ink feed slot
1704 includes opposing sides 1704a and 1704b that extend along the y-direction of printhead die 1700. The pre-charged
firing cells 120 in printhead die 1700 include firing resistors 52 that are part of drop generators 60. The drop generators

40



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

60 in FG1 1702a are disposed along each of the opposing sides 1704a and 1704b of ink feed slot 1704. The drop
generators 60 in FG1 1702a are fluidically coupled to the ink feed slot 1704 to receive ink from the ink feed slot 1704.

[0319] Drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7, indicated at 1710a, 1714a, 1718a and 1722a, are
disposed along one side 1704a of ink feed slot 1704 and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8,
indicated at 1712a, 1716a, 1720a and 1724a, are disposed along the opposing side 1704b of ink feed slot 1704. The
drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710a, 1714a, 1718a and 1722a are disposed between
one side 1700a of printhead die 1700 and ink feed slot 1704, and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6
and D8 at 1712a, 1716a, 1720a and 1724a are disposed along an inside routing channel of printhead die 1700 between
ink feed slot 1704 and ink feed slot 1706. In one embodiment, drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and
D7 at 1710a, 1714a, 1718a and 1722a are disposed along the length of one side 1704a of ink feed slot 1704 and drop
generators 60 for data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712a, 1716a, 1720a and 1724a are disposed along the
opposing side 1704b of ink feed slot 1704. The drop generators 60 in data line group D1 at 1710a are opposite drop
generators 60 in data line group D2 at 1712a. The drop generators 60 in data line group D3 at 1714a are opposite drop
generators 60 in data line group D4 at 1716a. The drop generators 60 in data line group D5 at 1718a are opposite drop
generators 60 in data line group D6 at 1720a, and drop generators 60 in data line group D7 at 1722a are opposite drop
generators 60 in data line group D8 at 1724a.

[0320] Fire group four (FG4) 1702d is disposed along the other half of the length of ink feed slot 1704. The drop
generators 60 in FG4 1702d are disposed along opposing sides 1704a and 1704b of ink feed slot 1704 and fluidically
coupled to ink feed slot 1704 to receive ink from ink feed slot 1704. Drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5
and D7, indicated at 1710d, 1714d, 1718d and 1722d, are disposed along one side 1704a of ink feed slot 1704 and
drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8, indicated at 1712d, 1716d, 1720d and 1724d, are disposed
along the opposing side 1704b of ink feed slot 1704. The drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at
1710d, 1714d, 1718d and 1722d are disposed between one side 1700a of printhead die 1700 and ink feed slot 1704,
and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712d, 1716d, 1720d and 1724d are disposed along
an inside routing channel of printhead die 1700 between ink feed slot 1704 and ink feed slot 1706. In one embodiment,
drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710d, 1714d, 1718d and 1722d are disposed along the
length of one side 1704a of ink feed slot 1704 and drop generators 60 for data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712d,
1716d, 1720d and 1724d are disposed along the opposing side 1704b of ink feed slot 1704. The drop generators 60 in
data line group D1 at 1710d are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D2 at 1712d. The drop generators 60
in data line group D3 at 1714d are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D4 at 1716d. The drop generators 60
in data line group D5 at 1718d are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D6 at 1720d, and drop generators 60
in data line group D7 at 1722d are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D8 at 1724d.

[0321] Fire group two (FG2) 1702b is disposed along one half of the length of ink feed slot 1706. The ink feed slot
1706 includes opposing sides 1706a and 1706b that extend along the y-direction of printhead die 1700. The drop
generators 60 in FG2 1702b are disposed along each of the opposing sides 1706a and 1706b of ink feed slot 1706. The
drop generators 60 in FG2 1702b are fluidically coupled to the ink feed slot 1706 to receive ink from ink feed slot 1706.
[0322] Drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7, indicated at 1710b, 1714b, 1718b and 1722b, are
disposed along one side 1706b of ink feed slot 1706, and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8,
indicated at 1712b, 1716b, 1720b and 1724b, are disposed along the opposing side 1706a of ink feed slot 1706. The
drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710b, 1714b, 1718b and 1722b are disposed along an
inside channel between ink feed slot 1706 and ink feed slot 1708, and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4,
D6 and D8 at 1712b, 1716b, 1720b and 1724b are disposed along an inside channel between ink feed slot 1704 and
ink feed slot 1706. In one embodiment, drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710b, 1714b,
1718b and 1722b are disposed along the length of one side 1706b of ink feed slot 1706 and drop generators 60 for data
line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712b, 1716b, 1720b and 1724b are disposed along the opposing side 1706a of ink
feed slot 1706. The drop generators 60 in data line group D1 at 1710b are opposite drop generators 60 in data line
group D2 at 1712b. The drop generators 60 in data line group D3 at 1714b are opposite drop generators 60 in data line
group D4 at 1716b. The drop generators 60 in data line group D5 at 1718b are opposite drop generators 60 in data line
group D6 at 1720b, and drop generators 60 in data line group D7 at 1722b are opposite drop generators 60 in data line
group D8 at 1724b.

[0323] Fire group five (FG5) 1702e is disposed along the other half of the length of ink feed slot 1706. The drop
generators 60 in FG5 1702e are disposed along opposing sides 1706a and 1706b of ink feed slot 1706 and fluidically
coupled to ink feed slot 1706 to receive ink from ink feed slot 1706. Drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5
and D7, indicated at 1710e, 1714e, 1718e and 1722e, are disposed along one side 1706b of ink feed slot 1706 and
drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8, indicated at 1712e, 1716e, 1720e and 1724e, are disposed
along the opposing side 1706a of ink feed slot 1706. The drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at
1710e, 1714e, 1718e and 1722e are disposed along an inside channel between ink feed slot 1706 and ink feed slot
1708, and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712e, 1716e, 1720e and 1724e are disposed
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along an inside channel of printhead die 1700 between ink feed slot 1704 and ink feed slot 1706. In one embodiment,
drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710e, 1714e, 1718e and 1722¢ are disposed along the
length of one side 1706b of ink feed slot 1706 and drop generators 60 for data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712e,
1716e, 1720e and 1724e are disposed along the opposing side 1706a of ink feed slot 1706. The drop generators 60 in
data line group D1 at 1710e are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D2 at 1712e. The drop generators 60
in data line group D3 at 1714e are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D4 at 1716e. The drop generators 60
in data line group D5 at 1718e are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D6 at 1720e, and drop generators 60
in data line group D7 at 1722e are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D8 at 1724e.

[0324] Fire group three (FG3) 1702c is disposed along one half of the length of ink feed slot 1708. Ink feed slot 1708
includes opposing sides 1708a and 1708b that extend along the y-direction of printhead die 1700. The drop generators
60 in FG3 1702c are disposed along each of the opposing sides 1708a and 1708b of ink feed slot 1708. The drop
generators 60 in FG3 1702c¢ are fluidically coupled to the ink feed slot 1708 to receive ink from ink feed slot 1708.
[0325] Drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7, indicated at 1710c, 1714c, 1718c and 1722c, are
disposed along one side 1708a of ink feed slot 1708, and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8,
indicated at 1712c, 1716c¢, 1720c and 1724c, are disposed along the opposing side 1708b of ink feed slot 1708. The
drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710c, 1714c, 1718c and 1722c are disposed along an
inside channel between ink feed slot 1706 and ink feed slot 1708, and drop generators 60 in data line groups D2, D4,
D6 and D8 at 1712c, 1716c¢, 1720c and 1724c are disposed between one side 1700b of printhead die 1700 and ink feed
slot 1708. In one embodiment, drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710c, 1714c, 1718c and
1722c are disposed along the length of one side 1708a of ink feed slot 1708 and drop generators 60 for data line groups
D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712c, 1716¢c, 1720c and 1724c are disposed along the opposing side 1708b of ink feed slot
1708. The drop generators 60 in data line group D1 at 1710c are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D2 at
1712c. The drop generators 60 in data line group D3 at 1714c are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D4 at
1716¢c. The drop generators 60 in data line group D5 at 1718c are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D6 at
1720c, and drop generators 60 in data line group D7 at 1722c are opposite drop generators 60 in data line group D8 at
1724c.

[0326] Firegroupsix (FG6) 1702fis disposed along the other half of the length of ink feed slot 1708. The drop generators
60 in FG6 1702f are disposed along opposing sides 1708a and 1708b of ink feed slot 1708 and fluidically coupled to
ink feed slot 1708 to receive ink from ink feed slot 1708. Drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7,
indicated at 1710f, 1714f, 1718f and 1722f, are disposed along one side 1708a of ink feed slot 1708 and drop generators
60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8, indicated at 1712f, 1716f, 1720f and 1724f, are disposed along the opposing
side 1708b of ink feed slot 1708. The drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710f, 1714f, 1718f
and 1722f are disposed along an inside channel between ink feed slot 1706 and ink feed slot 1708, and drop generators
60 in data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712f, 1716f, 1720f and 1724f are disposed between one side 1700b of
printhead die 1700 and ink feed slot 1708. In one embodiment, drop generators 60 in data line groups D1, D3, D5 and
D7 at 1710f, 1714f, 1718f and 1722f are disposed along the length of one side 1708a of ink feed slot 1708 and drop
generators 60 for data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712f, 1716f, 1720f and 1724f are disposed along the opposing
side 1708b of ink feed slot 1708. The drop generators 60 in data line group D1 at 1710f are opposite drop generators
60 in data line group D2 at 1712f. The drop generators 60 in data line group D3 at 1714f are opposite drop generators
60 in data line group D4 at 1716f. The drop generators 60 in data line group D5 at 1718f are opposite drop generators
60 in data line group D6 at 1720f, and drop generators 60 in data line group D7 at 1722f are opposite drop generators
60 in data line group D8 at 1724f.

[0327] Drop generators 60 between ink feed slot 1704 and one side 1700a of printhead die 1700 are in data line groups
D1 at1710a and 1710d, D3 at 1714a and 1714d, D5 at 1718a and 1718d and D7 at 1722a and 1722d. Drop generators
60 between ink feed slot 1708 and the other side 1700b of printhead die 1700 are in data line groups D2 at 1712¢c and
1712f, D4 at 1716¢c and 1716f, D6 at 1720c and 1720f and D8 at 1724c and 1724f. Thus, four data lines 208a, 208c,
208e and 2089 are routed between ink feed slot 1704 and one side 1700a of printhead die 1700, as opposed to routing
all eight data lines 208a-208h. Also, four data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h are routed between ink feed slot 1708
and the other side 1700b of printhead die 1700, as opposed to routing all eight data lines 208a-208h.

[0328] In addition, drop generators 60 between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706 are in data line groups D2 at 1712a,
1712b, 1712d and 1712¢, D4 at 1716a, 1716b, 1716d and 1716e, D6 at 1720a, 1720b, 1720d and 1720e, and D8 at
1724a, 1724b, 1724d and 1724e. Also, drop generators 60 between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708 are in data line groups
D1 at 1710b, 1710c, 1710e and 1710f, D3 at 1714b, 1714c, 1714e and 1714f, D5 at 1718b, 1718c, 1718e and 1718f,
and D7 at 1722b, 1722c, 1722e and 1722f. Thus, four data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h are routed between ink
feed slots 1704 and 1706 and four data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 2089 are routed between ink feed slots 1706 and
1708, as opposed to routing all eight data lines 208a-208h between the ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, and ink feed slots
1706 and 1708. The size of printhead die 1700 is reduced by routing four data lines instead of eight data lines 208a-208h.
[0329] In one embodiment, printhead die 1700 includes 600 drop generators 60. Each of the six fire groups 1702a-
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1702f includes 100 drop generators 60. Six data line groups in each of the fire groups 1702a-1702f include 13 drop
generators 60 and two of the data line groups in each of the fire groups 1702a-1702f include 11 drop generators 60. In
other embodiments, printhead die 1700 can include any suitable number of drop generators 60, such as 400 drop
generators 60 or more than 600 drop generators 60. In addition, printhead die 1700 can include any suitable number of
fire groups, data line groups and drop generators 60 in each fire group and data line group. Further, the printhead die
may include a fewer or greater number of fluid feed sources

[0330] Figure 22 is a diagram illustrating another aspect of the example layout of one embodiment of printhead die
1700. The printhead die 1700 includes data lines 208a-208h, fire lines 214a-214f, ink feed sources, e.g. ink feed slots
1704, 1706 and 1708 and the six fire groups 1702a-1702f. In addition, printhead die 1700 includes address generators
1800a and 1800b and two sets of address lines 1806a-1806g and 1808a-1808g. Address generator 1800a is electrically
coupled to address lines 1806a-1806g, and address generator 1800b is electrically coupled to address lines 1808a-
1808g. Address lines 1806a-1806g are electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in row subgroups in fire groups
1702a-1702c, and address lines 1808a-1808g are electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in row subgroups
in fire groups 1702d-1702f. The address lines 1806a-1806g and 1808a-1808g are electrically coupled to pre-charged
firing cells 120 in row subgroups as previously described for address lines 206a-206g, respectively.

[0331] The address generators 1800a and 1800b are similar to address generators 1000 and 1002 illustrated in Figure
13. Accordingly, suitable embodiments of address generators 1800a and 1800b can be implemented as illustrated in
Figures 9-12.

[0332] The address generators 1800a and 1800b supply address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... -A7 and ~B1, ~B2 ... ~B7 to fire
groups 1702a-1702f through address lines 1806a-1806g and 1808a-1808g. Address generator 1800a supplies address
signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 to fire groups 1702a-1702c through address lines 1806a-1806g. Address generator 1800b
supplies address signals ~B1, ~B2 ... ~B7 to fire groups 1702d-1702f through address lines 1808a-1808g. The address
signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 are supplied by address generator 1800a to fire groups 1702a-1702c as the select signals
SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3 are provided on select lines 212a-212c. The address signals ~B1, ~B2 ... ~B7 are supplied by
address generator 1800b to fire groups 1702d-1702f as the select signals SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6 are provided on select
lines 212d-212f. In one cycle through fire groups 1702a-1702f, address generator 1800a supplies address signals ~A1,
~A2 ... ~A7 to half the fire groups 1702a-1702c and address generator 1800b supplies address signals ~B1, ~B2 ... ~B7
to the other half of the fire groups 1702d-1702f. In one embodiment, the address generators 1800a and 1800b are
synchronized to provide the same address on address lines 1806a-1806g and 1808a-1808g during one cycle through
fire groups 1702a-1702f. After each cycle through fire groups 1702a-1702f, the address generators 1800a and 1800b
change address signals ~A1, ~A2 ... ~A7 and ~B1, ~B2 ... ~B7 to address the next sequential row subgroup in the
sequence of thirteen row subgroups.

[0333] The address generators 1800a and 1800b are located in opposite corners of printhead die 1700. Address
generator 1800a is located in the corner bounded by printhead die sides 1700b and 1700c. Address generator 1800b
is located in the corner bounded by printhead die sides 1700a and 1700d.

[0334] The seven address lines 1806a-1806g are routed between ink feed slot 1708 and printhead die side 1700b,
and along printhead die side 1700c to between ink feed slot 1704 and printhead die side 1700a. In addition, address
lines 1806a-18069g are routed between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, and between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708. The
address lines 1806a-1806g are routed along one half of the length of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to electrically
couple with pre-charged firing cells 120 in fire groups 1702a-1702c. The layout of address generators 1800a and 1800b
may vary, and may be utilized to increase the frequency of operation by reducing the length of the signal paths to the
pre-charged firing cells 120.

[0335] The seven address lines 1808a-1808g are routed between ink feed slot 1704 and printhead die side 1700a,
and along printhead die side 1700d to between ink feed slot 1708 and printhead die side 1700b. In addition, address
lines 1808a-1808g are routed between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, and between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708. The
address lines 1808a-1808g are routed along the other half of the length of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to
electrically couple with pre-charged firing cells 120 in fire groups 1702d-1702f.

[0336] Data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g are routed between printhead die side 1700a and ink feed slot 1704
and between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708. Each of the data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g that are routed between
printhead die side 1700a and ink feed slot 1704 is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in two fire groups
1702a and 1702d. Each of the data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g that are routed between ink feed slots 1706 and
1708 is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in four fire groups 1702b, 1702c, 1702e and 1702f. Data line
208ais electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D1 at 1710 to provide data signal ~D1. Data
line 208c is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D3 at 1714 to provide data signal ~D3.
Data line 208e is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D5 at 1718 to provide data signal
~D5, and data line 208g is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D7 at 1722 to provide
data signal ~D7. The data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 2089 receive data signals ~D1, ~D3, ~D5 and ~D7 and provide
the data signals ~D1, ~D3, ~D5 and ~D7 to pre-charged firing cells 120 in each of the fire groups 1702a-1702f. In one
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embodiment, data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g are not routed the entire length of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and
1708. Instead, each of the data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g is routed to its respective data line group from a bond
pad located along the side of printhead die 1700 nearest the data line group in the fire groups 1702a-1702f. Data lines
208a and 208c are electrically coupled to a bond pad along side 1700c¢ of printhead die 1700, and data lines 208e and
208f are electrically coupled to a bond pad along side 1700d of printhead die 1700.

[0337] Data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h are routed between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706 and between ink feed
slot 1708 and printhead die side 1700b. Each of the data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h that are routed between ink
feed slots 1704 and 1706 is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in four fire groups 1702a, 1702b, 1702d
and 1702e. Each of the data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h that are routed between ink feed slot 1708 and printhead
die side 1700b is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in two fire groups 1702c and 1702f. Data line 208b
is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D2 at 1712 to provide data signal ~D2. Data line
208d is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D4 at 1716 to provide data signal ~D4. Data
line 208f is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D6 at 1720 to provide data signal ~D6,
and data line 208h is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D8 at 1724 to provide data
signal ~D8, The data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h receive data signals ~D2, ~D4, ~D6 and ~D8 and provide the
data signals ~D2, ~D4, ~D6 and ~D8 to pre-charged firing cells 120 in each of the fire groups 1702a-1702f. In one
embodiment, the data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h are not routed the entire length of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and
1708. Instead, each of the data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h is routed to its respective data line group from a bond
pad located along the side of printhead die 1700 nearest the data line group in fire groups 1702a-1702f. Data line 208b
and 208d are electrically coupled to a bond pad along side 1700c of printhead die 1700, and data lines 208f and 208h
are electrically coupled to a bond pad along side 1700d of printhead die 1700.

[0338] The conductive fire lines 214a-214f are located along ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to supply energy
signals FIRE1, FIRE2 ... FIREG to the fire groups 1702a-1702f, respectively. The fire lines 214a-214f supply energy to
firing resistors 52 in conducting pre-charged firing cells 120 to heat and eject ink from drop generators 60. To uniformly
eject ink from each drop generator 60 in a fire group 1702a-1702f, the corresponding fire line 214a-214f is configured
to uniformly supply energy to each firing resistor 52 in the fire group 1702a-1702f.

[0339] Energy variation is the maximum percent difference in power dissipated through any two firing resistors 52 in
one of the fire groups 1702a-1702f. The highest amount of power is found in the first firing resistor 52 of a fire group
1702a-1702f, the firing resistor 52 nearest the bond pad receiving the energy signal FIRE1, FIRE2 ... FIREG, as only a
single firing resistor 52 is energized. The lowest amount of power is found in the last firing resistor 52 of a fire group
1702a-1702f as all firing resistors 52 in a row subgroup are energized. Layout contributions to energy variation include
fire line width, ground line width, metal thickness and the length of the fire line 214a-214f. One embodiment of ground
line layout and sizing is depicted and disclosed in co-pending patent application Serial No. [Not Yet Assigned], entitled
"Fluid Ejection Device", filed on the same date as the current application and assigned to the Assignee of this application.
Energy variations of 10 to 15 percent are preferred and energy variations up to 20 percent have been found to be suitable
energy variations.

[0340] Fire groups 1702a-1702f and fire lines 214a-214f are laid out along ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to
achieve a suitable energy variation. The pre-charged firing cells 120 in a fire group 1702a-1702f are located along
opposing sides of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or 1708. Instead of having all pre-charged firing cells 120 in a fire group
1702a-1702f along the entire length of one side of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or 1708, the pre-charged firing cells 120
in a fire group 1702a-1702f are located along half of the length of each of the opposing sides of an ink feed slot 1704,
1706 or 1708. The length of the corresponding fire line 214a-214f is reduced to half the length of an ink feed slot 1704,
1706 or 1708 from one end of the ink feed slot 1704, 1706 and 1708, as compared to the entire length of an ink feed
slot 1704, 1706 and 1708. Each of the fire lines 214a-214f are disposed on both sides of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or
1708 and electrically coupled at one end of the ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or 1708 to form a substantially U-shaped fire
line 214a-214f. The substantially U-shaped fire lines 214a-214f are effectively half the length of a fire line that extends
the entire length of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 and 1708. The table below compares energy variation for substantially
U-shaped fire lines 214a-214f with that of linear fire lines, that is, fire lines that run the entire length of one side of an ink
feed slot 1704, 1706 and 1708.

Row Fire group shape Fire line width | Gnd line width | Die width | Metal thickness % evar
A Substantially U-shaped | 250um 115um 4200um 360nm 11%
B Linear 250um 115um 4200um 360nm 52%
C Linear 250um 115um 4200um 1440nm (4x thick) | 36%
D Linear 750um 615um ~7200um | 360nm 11%
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(continued)
Row Fire group shape Fire line width | Gnd line width | Die width | Metal thickness % evar
E Linear 515um 380um ~5790um | 1140nm (4x thick) | 11 %

[0341] As shown in the table, using a linear fire group with the same fire line, ground line and die width results in a
larger and unsuitable energy variation (11 percent verses 52 percent). The energy variation difference is improved slightly
by increasing metal thickness by four times to reduce fire line resistance. However, the energy variation is still unsuitable
(11 percent verses 36 percent). Alternatively, to reduce the energy variation to 11 percent in a linear fire group arrange-
ment, the die width is increased.

[0342] The substantially U-shaped fire lines 214a-214f are electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 located
along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708. Fire line 214a is electrically coupled to each of
the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG1 at 1702a. The fire line 214a is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink
feed slot 1704 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1704 to half the length of ink feed slot 1704 in the y-direction.
The fire line 214a supplies energy signal FIRE1 and energy pulses to FG1 at 1702a.

[0343] Fire line 214b is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG2 at 1702b. The fire line
214b is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1706 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1706
to half the length of ink feed slot 1706 in the y-direction. The fire line 214b supplies energy signal FIRE2 and energy
pulses to FG2 at 1702b.

[0344] Fire line 214c is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG3 at 1702c. The fire line
214c is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1708 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1708
to half the length of ink feed slot 1708 in the y-direction. The fire line 214c supplies the energy signal FIRE3 and energy
pulses to FG3 at 1702c.

[0345] Fire line 214d is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG4 at 1702d. The fire line
214d is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1704 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1704
to half the length of ink feed slot 1704 in the y-direction. The fire line 214d supplies the energy signal FIRE4 and energy
pulses to FG4 at 1702d.

[0346] Fire line 214e is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG5 at 1702e. The fire line
214e is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1706 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1706
to half the length of ink feed slot 1706 in the y-direction. The fire line 214e supplies the energy signal FIRE5 and energy
pulses to FG5 at 1702e.

[0347] Fire line 214f is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG6 at 1702f. The fire line
214f is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1708 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1708
to half the length of ink feed slot 1708 in the y-direction. The fire line 214f supplies the energy signal FIRE6 and energy
pulses to FG6 at 1702f.

[0348] Figure 23 is a diagram illustrating a plan view of a section 1820 of one embodiment of printhead die 1700. The
section 1820 is located in the channel between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, and adjacent data line groups D6 at 1720a
and 1720b. The section 1820 includes address lines 1806a-1806g, fire lines 214a and 214b and data lines 208b, 208d,
208f and 208h. In addition, section 1820 includes cross-connection lines 1822a-1822c. The address lines 1806a-1806g,
data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h and fire lines 214a and 214b are disposed parallel to each other and parallel to
the length of ink feed slots 1704 and 1706. The cross-connection lines 1822a-1822c¢ are disposed orthogonal to ink feed
slots 1704 and 1706.

[0349] The address lines 1806a-1806g and data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h are conductive lines formed as part
of first layer metal. The fire lines 214a and 214b are conductive lines formed as part of second layer metal and cross-
connection lines 1822a-1822¢ are formed as part of polysilicon. The polysilicon layer is insulated from the first layer
metal by a first insulating layer. The first layer metal is separated and insulated from the second layer metal by a second
insulating layer.

[0350] The address lines 1806a-1806g are disposed between fire lines 214a and 214b, such that address lines 1806a-
18069 and fire lines 214a and 214b do not overlap. Overlapping substantially all of address lines 1806a-1806g and fire
lines 214a and 214b along the length of ink feed slots 1704 and 1706 is minimized to reduce cross-talk between fire
lines 214a and 214b and address lines 1806a-1806g, as compared to the cross-talk between overlapping fire lines 214a
and 214b and address lines 1806a-1806g. The data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h and fire lines 214a and 214b
overlap along the length of ink feed slots 1704 and 1706.

[0351] The address lines 1806a-1806g receive address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 from onboard address generator
1800a and data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h receive data signals ~D2, ~D4, ~D6 and ~D8 from external circuitry.
The cross-connection lines 1822a-1822c¢ are electrically coupled to selected data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h or
selected address lines 1806a-1806g through vias between the polysilicon layer and first layer metal. The cross-connection
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lines 1822a-1822c receive and supply signals across the channel between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, to the individual
pre-charged firing cells 120. The fire lines 214a and 214b receive fire signals FIRE1 and FIRE2 from external circuitry,
[0352] The routing scheme in section 1820 is used between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, between ink feed slots
1706 and 1708, between ink feed slot 1704 and one side 1700a of printhead die 1700, and between ink feed slot 1708
and the other side 1700b of printhead die 1700.

[0353] Figure 24 is a diagram illustrating an example layout of one embodiment of a printhead die 1900. The printhead
die 1900 includes components that are similar to components in printhead die 1700 and similar numbers are used for
similar components. The printhead die 1900 includes data lines 208a-208h, fire lines 214a-214f, ink feed slots 1704,
1706 and 1708, and the six fire groups, indicated at 1702a-1702f. In addition, printhead die 1900 includes address
generator 1902, address latch 1904, address lines 1908a-1908g and latched address lines 1910a-1910g. Address
generator 1902 is electrically coupled to address lines 1908a-1908g and address latch 1904 is electrically coupled to
latched address lines 1910a-1910g. In addition, address generator 1902 is electrically coupled to address latch 1904
through interconnect lines 1906a-1906g.

[0354] One embodiment of address generator 1902 is similar to address generator 1200 shown in Figure 15. Accord-
ingly, a suitable embodiment of address generator 1902 can be implemented as illustrated in Figures 9-12.

[0355] Address latch 1904 is one embodiment of an address generator and may be utilized in lieu of a second address
generator on printhead die 1900. While address generator 1902 generates addresses based on all external signals (e.g.,
CSYNC and Timing Signals T1-T6), address latch 1904 generates addresses based on a received internal address
provided by address generator 1902 and on external timing signals. A suitable embodiment of address latch 1904 is
similar to latch circuit 1202, shown in Figure 15, which includes seven latch registers, such as latch register 1220,
illustrated in Figures 16 and 17.

[0356] Address lines 1908a-1908g are electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in fire groups 1702a, 1702b
and a first part of fire group 1702c. Latched address lines 1910a-1910g are electrically coupled to pre-charged firing
cells 120 in fire groups 1702d-1702f and a second part of fire group 1702c. The first part of fire group 1702c is disposed
between ink feed slot 1706 and ink feed slot 1708 and includes data line groups D1, D3, D5 and D7 at 1710c, 1714c,
1718c and 1722c. The second part of fire group 1702c is disposed between ink feed slot 1708 and printhead die side
1900b and includes data line groups D2, D4, D6 and D8 at 1712c, 1716¢c, 1720c and 1724c. The first part of fire group
1702c includes half of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in fire group 1702c and the second part of fire group 1702c includes
the other half of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in fire group 1702c. The address lines 1908a-1908g and latched address
lines 1910a-1910g are electrically coupled to row subgroups as previously described for address lines 206a-206g,
respectfully. That is, address line 1908a/1910a is electrically coupled to row subgroups as address line 206a is coupled
to row subgroups, address line 1908b/1910b is electrically coupled to row subgroups as address line 206b is coupled
to row subgroups and so on, up to and including address line 1908g/1910g being electrically coupled to row subgroups
as address line 2069 is coupled to row subgroups.

[0357] The address generator 1902 supplies address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 to address latch 1904 and to fire groups
1702a, 1702b and the first part of fire group 1702c. Address generator 1902 supplies address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7
to address latch 1904 through interconnect lines 1906a-1906g and to fire groups 1702a, 1702b and the first part of fire
group 1702c through address lines 1908a-1908g. Address signal ~A1 is supplied on interconnect line 1906a and address
line 1908a, address signal -A2 is supplied on interconnect line 1906b and address line 1908b and so on, up to and
including address signal ~A7 that is supplied on interconnect line 1906g and address line 1908g.

[0358] The address latch 1904 receives address signals ~A1, ~A2, ... ~A7 and supplies latched address signals ~B1,
~B2, ... ~B7 to fire groups 1702d-1702f and the second part of fire group 1702c. The address latch 1904 receives address
signals ~A1, ~A2, ... -A7 on interconnect lines 1906a-1906g. The received signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 are latched into
address latch 1904, which supplies corresponding latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7. The latched address
signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 are supplied to fire groups 1702d-1702f and the second part of fire group 1702c through latched
address lines 1910a-1910g.

[0359] The address latch 1904 receives address signal ~A1 on interconnect line 1906a and latches in address signal
~A1 to supply latched address signal ~B1 on latched address line 1910a. Address latch 1904 receives address signal
~A2 on interconnect line 1906b and latches in the address signal ~A2 to supply latched address signal ~B2 on latched
address line 1910b, and so on, up to address latch 1904 receiving address signal ~A7 on interconnect line 1906g and
latching in address signal ~A7 to supply latched address signal ~B7 on latched address line 1910g.

[0360] The address generator 1902 supplies valid address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 for three time periods. During
these three time periods, select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3 are supplied to fire groups 1702a-1702c, respectively,
one select signal SEL1, SEL2 or SEL3 per time period. The address latch 1904 latches in valid address signals ~A1,
~A2, ...~A7 as select signal SEL1 is supplied to fire group 1702a. The outputs of the address latch 1904 settle to valid
latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 as select signal SEL2 is supplied to fire group 1702b. Valid address signals
~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 and valid latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 are supplied to fire group 1702c as select signal
SEL3 is supplied to fire group 1702c. The address latch 1904 supplies valid latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7
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for four time periods. During these four time periods, select signals SEL3, SEL4, SEL5 and SEL6 are supplied to fire
groups 1702¢c-1702f, respectively, one select signal SEL3, SEL4, SEL5 or SEL6 per time period.

[0361] The address generator 1902 changes address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 to address the next row subgroup of
the thirteen row subgroups after the time period including select signal SEL3. The new address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 are valid before the beginning of the next cycle and the time period including select signal SEL1. The address latch
1904 latches in the new address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 after the time period including select signal SEL6. The latched
address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 are valid during the next cycle before the time period including select signal SEL3.
[0362] In one cycle through fire groups 1702a-1702f, address generator 1902 supplies address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...
~A7 to fire groups 1702a, 1702b and the first part of 1702c as select signals SEL1, SEL2 and SEL3 are supplied to fire
groups 1702a, 1702b and 1702c. Also, latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 are supplied to the second part of fire
group 1702c and fire groups 1702d-1702f as select signals SEL3, SEL4, SEL5 and SELG6 are supplied to fire groups
1702c-1702f. The address generator 1902 and address latch 1904 supply the same address on address lines 1908a-
1908g and latched address lines 1910a-1910g during one cycle through fire groups 1702a-1702f.

[0363] The address generator 1902 is disposed adjacent address latch 1904 in one corner of printhead die 1900
bounded by printhead die side 1900b and printhead die side 1900c. With address generator 1902 and address latch
1904 adjacent one another, the reliability of passing address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 from address generator 1902 to
address latch 1904 is improved as compared to passing address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 through longer interconnect
lines 1906a-1906g.

[0364] In other embodiments, address generator 1902 and address latch 1904 can be disposed in different locations
on printhead die 1900. In one embodiment, address generator 1902 can be disposed in the corner of printhead die 1900
bounded by printhead die side 1900b and printhead die side 1900c, and address latch 1904 can be disposed between
fire groups 1702c and 1702f along printhead die side 1900b. In this embodiment, interconnect lines 1906a-1906g are
used to supply address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 to the second part of fire group 1702c between ink feed slot 1708 and
printhead die side 1900b. The address generator 1902 supplies address signals ~A1, ~A2, ...~A7 to three fire groups
1702a-1702c and address latch 1904 supplies latched address signals ~B1, ~B2, ...~B7 to three fire groups 1702d-1702f.
[0365] In the example embodiment, the seven address lines 1908a-1908g are routed along printhead die side 1900c
to between ink feed slot 1704 and printhead die side 1900a. In addition, address lines 1908a-1908g are routed between
ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, and between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708. The address lines 1908a-1908g are routed
along one half of the length of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to electrically couple with pre-charged firing cells 120
in fire groups 1702a, 1702b and the first part of fire group 1702c.

[0366] The seven latched address lines 1910a-1910g are routed along the entire length of ink feed slot 1708 between
ink feed slot 1708 and printhead die side 1900b. The latched address lines 1910a-1910g are also routed along printhead
die side 1900d to between ink feed slot 1704 and printhead die side 1900a. In addition, address lines 1910a-1910g are
routed between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706, and between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708. The address lines 1910a-
1910g are routed along the entire length of ink feed slot 1708 between ink feed slot 1708 and printhead die side 1900b
and along the other half of the lengths of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to electrically couple with pre-charged firing
cells 120 in the second part of fire group 1702c and fire groups 1702d, 1702e and 1702f.

[0367] Data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g are routed between printhead die side 1900a and ink feed slot 1704
and between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708. Each of the data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g routed between printhead
die side 1900a and ink feed slot 1704 is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in two fire groups 1702a and
1702d. Each of the data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g routed between ink feed slots 1706 and 1708 is electrically
coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in four fire groups 1702b, 1702c, 1702e and 1702f. Data line 208a is electrically
coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D1 at 1710 to supply data signal ~D1. Data line 208c¢ is electrically
coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D3 at 1714 to supply data signal ~D3. Data line 208e is
electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D5 at 1718 to supply data signal ~D5, and data line
208g is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D7 at 1722 to supply data signal ~D7. The
data lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 2089 receive data signals ~D1, ~D3, ~D5 and ~D7 and supply data signals ~D1, ~D5
and ~D7 to pre-charged firing cells 120 in each of the fire groups 1702a-1702f. In one embodiment, data lines 208a,
208c, 208e and 208g are not routed the entire length of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708. Instead, each of the data
lines 208a, 208c, 208e and 208g is routed to its respective data line group from a bond pad located along the side of
printhead die 1900 nearest the data line group in fire groups 1702a-1702f. Data lines 208a and 208c are electrically
coupled to a bond pad along side 1900c of printhead die 1900, and data lines 208e and 208f are electrically coupled to
a bond pad along side 1900d of printhead die 1900.

[0368] Data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h are routed between ink feed slots 1704 and 1706 and between ink feed
slot 1708 and printhead die side 1900b. Each of the data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h routed between ink feed slots
1704 and 1706 is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in four fire groups 1702a, 1702b, 1702d and 1702e.
Each of the data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h routed between ink feed slot 1708 and printhead die side 1900b is
electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in two fire groups 1702c and 1702f. Data line 208b is electrically
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coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D2 at 1712 to supply data signal ~D2. Data line 208d is
electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D4 at 1716 to supply data signal ~D4. Data line
208f is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D6 at 1720 to supply data signal ~D6, and
data line 208h is electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 in data line group D8 at 1724 to supply data signal
~D8. The data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h receive data signals ~D2, ~D4, ~D6 and ~D8 and supply the data signals
~D2, ~D4, ~D6 and ~D8 to pre-charged firing cells 120 in each of the fire groups 1702a-1702f. In one embodiment, the
data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h are not routed the entire length of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708. Instead,
each of the data lines 208b, 208d, 208f and 208h is routed to its respective data line group from a bond pad located
along the side of printhead die 1900 nearest the data line group in fire groups 1702a-1702f. Data line 208b and 208d
are electrically coupled to a bond pad along side 1900c of printhead die 1900, and data lines 208f and 208h are electrically
coupled to a bond pad along side 1900d of printhead die 1900.

[0369] The conductive fire lines 214a-214f are located along ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to supply energy
signals FIRE1, FIRE2 ... FIRES to fire groups 1702a-1702f, respectively. The fire lines 214a-214f supply energy to firing
resistors 52 in conducting pre-charged firing cells 120 to heat and eject ink from drop generators 60. To uniformly eject
ink from each drop generator 60 in a fire group 1702a-1702f, the corresponding fire line 214a-214f is configured to
uniformly supply energy to each firing resistor 52 in the fire group 1702a-1702f.

[0370] Energy variation is the maximum percent difference in power dissipated through any two firing resistors 52 in
one of the fire groups 1702a-1702f. The highest amount of power is found in the first firing resistor 52 of a fire group
1702a-1702f as only a single firing resistor 52 is energized, where the first firing resistor 52 is the firing resistor 52 nearest
the bond pad receiving the energy signal FIRE1, FIREZ2 ... FIREG6. The lowest amount of power is found in the last firing
resistor 52 of a fire group 1702a-1702f as all firing resistors 52 in a row subgroup are energized. Layout contributions
to energy variation include fire line width, ground line width, metal thickness and the length of the fire line 214a-214f.
Energy variations of 10 to 15 percent are preferred and energy variations up to 20 percent have been found to be suitable
energy variations.

[0371] Fire groups 1702a-1702f and fire lines 214a-214f are laid out along ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708 to
achieve a suitable energy variation. The pre-charged firing cells 120 in a fire group 1702a-1702f are located along
opposing sides of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or 1708. Instead of having all pre-charged firing cells 120 in a fire group
1702a-1702f along the entire length of one side of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or 1708, the pre-charged firing cells 120
in a fire group 1702a-1702f are located along half of the length of each of the opposing sides of an ink feed slot 1704,
1706 or 1708. The length of the corresponding fire line 214a-214f is reduced to half the length of an ink feed slot 1704,
1706 or 1708 from one end of the ink feed slot 1704, 1706 and 1708, as compared to the entire length of an ink feed
slot 1704, 1706 and 1708. Each of the fire lines 214a-214f are disposed on both sides of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or
1708 and electrically coupled at one end of the ink feed slot 1704, 1706 or 1708 to form a substantially U-shaped fire
line 214a-214f. The substantially U-shaped fire lines 214a-214f are effectively half the length of a fire line that extends
the entire length of an ink feed slot 1704, 1706 and 1708. The table below compares energy variation for substantially
U-shaped fire lines 214a-214f with that of linear fire lines, that is, fire lines that run the entire length of one side of an
ink feed slot 1704, 1706 and 1708.

Row Fire group shape Fire width Gnd width | Die width | Metal thickness % evar
A Substantially U-shaped | 250um 115um 4200um 360nm 11%
B Linear 250um 115um 4200um 360nm 52%
C Linear 250um 115um 4200um 1440nm (4x thick) | 36%
D Linear 750um 615um ~7200um | 360nm 11%
E Linear 515um 380um ~5790um | 1140nm (4x thick) | 11%

[0372] As shown in the table, using a linear fire group with the same fire line, ground line and die width results in a
larger and unsuitable energy variation (11 percent verses 52 percent). The energy variation difference is improved slightly
by increasing metal thickness by four times to reduce fire line resistance. However, the energy variation is still unsuitable
(11 percent verses 36 percent). Alternatively, to reduce the energy variation to 11 percent in a linear fire group arrange-
ment, the die width is increased.

[0373] The substantially u-shaped fire lines 214a-214f are electrically coupled to pre-charged firing cells 120 disposed
along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slots 1704, 1706 and 1708. Fire line 214a is electrically coupled to each of
the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG1 at 1702a. The fire line 214a is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink
feed slot 1704 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1704 to half the length of ink feed slot 1704 in the y-direction.
The fire line 214a supplies energy signal FIRE1 and energy pulses to FG1 at 1702a.
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[0374] Fire line 214b is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG2 at 1702b. The fire line
214b is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1706 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1706
to half the length of ink feed slot 1706 in the y-direction. The fire line 214b supplies energy signal FIRE2 and energy
pulses to FG2 at 1702b.

[0375] Fire line 214c is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG3 at 1702c. The fire line
214c is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1708 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1708
to half the length of ink feed slot 1708 in the y-direction. The fire line 214c supplies the energy signal FIRE3 and energy
pulses to FG3 at 1702c.

[0376] Fire line 214d is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG4 at 1702d. The fire line
214d is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1704 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1704
to half the length of ink feed slot 1704 in the y-direction. The fire line 214d supplies the energy signal FIRE4 and energy
pulses to FG4 at 1702d.

[0377] Fire line 214e is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG5 at 1702e. The fire line
214e is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1706 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1706
to half the length of ink feed slot 1706 in the y-direction. The fire line 214e supplies the energy signal FIRE5 and energy
pulses to FG5 at 1702e.

[0378] Fire line 214f is electrically coupled to each of the pre-charged firing cells 120 in FG6 at 1702f. The fire line
214f is disposed along each of the opposing sides of ink feed slot 1708 and extends from one end of ink feed slot 1708
to half the length of ink feed slot 1708 in the y-direction. The fire line 214f supplies the energy signal FIRE6 and energy
pulses to FG6 at 1702f.

[0379] While Figures 21 through 24 depict layouts that show address generators and/or an address latch on the
printhead die, the address signals may be provided from an external source as well. Where the address signals are
provided from an external source, address generators and/or address latches need not be provided on the printhead
die. In this case, the layouts described in Figures 21 through 24 may be exactly the same.

[0380] Referring to Figures 25A and 25B, diagrams illustrating contact areas 2000 of a flex circuit 2002 that may be
utilized to couple external circuitry to a printhead die 40 are illustrated. The contact areas 2000 are electrically coupled
via conductive paths 2004 to contacts 2006 which provide coupling to the printhead die.

[0381] Enableline contactareas EQ-E6 are configured to receive enable signals from an external source and to provide
the enable signals, e.g. select signals SEL1-SELBG, precharge signals PRE1-PREBG, and the LATCH signal. However, it
should be noted that the relationship between the lines described with respect to Figures 4-8 and 11-24 and the contact
areas EO-E6 need not be one to one, e.g. signal PRE1 need not be provided at contact area EO. All that is required is
that appropriate select lines and precharge lines are coupled to the appropriate enable contact areas.

[0382] Data line contact areas D1-D8 are configured to receive signals which provide print data representative of an
image to be printed and to provide data signals D1-D8 respectively, to the individual data line groups, e.g. data line
groups D1-D8. Fire line contact areas F 1-F6 configured to receive energy pulses and to provide the energy signals along
fire lines Fire1-Fire6 to the appropriate fire groups, e.g. fire groups 202a-202f and 1702a-1702f. Ground line contact
areas GD1-GD6 are configured provide a return path for signals that are conducted by the firing resistors from the fire
groups, e.g. fire groups 202a-202f or fire groups 1702a-1702f. Control signal contact area C is configured to receive a
signal for controlling the internal operation of the printhead die, e.g. the CSYNC signal.

[0383] Temperature sense resistor contact area TSR allows a printer coupled to an ink jet cartridge to determine a
temperature of the printhead die, based upon a measurement of the resistor. A temperature sense resistor return contact
area TSR-RT provides a return path for signals provided at temperature sense resistor contact area TSR. One approach
to utilize a temperature sense resistor is described in co-owned patent application serial no.

[0384] An identification bit contact area ID is coupled to identification circuitry on printhead die that allows a printer to
determine the operating parameters of the printhead die and print cartridge.

[0385] In one embodiment, an electrical path between contact areas 2000 and the pre-charged firing cells 120 com-
prises conductive paths 2004, contacts 2006, and the appropriate signal lines, e.g. data lines 208a-208h, pre-charge
lines 210a-210f, select lines 212a-212f, or ground lines. It should be noted that pre-charge lines 210a-210f and select
lines 212a-212f may be coupled to enable line contact areas EO-E6.

[0386] It should be noted that in certain embodiments the high voltage levels discussed herein are at or above ap-
proximately 4.0 volts, while the low voltage levels discussed herein are at or below approximately 1.0 volts. Other
embodiments may use different voltage levels than the previously described levels.

[0387] Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and described herein, it will be appreciated by those of
ordinary skill in the art that a variety of alternate and/or equivalent implementations may be substituted for the specific
embodiments shown and described without departing from the scope of the present invention. This application is intended
to cover any adaptations or variations of the specific embodiments discussed herein. Therefore, it is intended that this
invention be limited only by the claims.

49



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EP 1737 669 B1

Claims

1.

10.

A fluid ejection device (22) comprising:

a first fire line (214) adapted to conduct a first energy signal comprising energy pulses;

a second fire line (214) adapted to conduct a second energy signal comprising energy pulses;

a plurality of select lines to conduct timing signals, said plurality of select lines including a first select line and
a second select line;

a first address generator (1000) configured to provide first address signals based on timing signals received
from said plurality of select lines;

a second address generator (1002) configured to provide second address signals based on timing signals
received from said plurality of select lines;

first drop generators (60) electrically coupled to the first fire line and the first select line and configured to respond
to the first energy signal to eject fluid based on the first address signals and a timing signal on the first select
line; and

second drop generators (60) electrically coupled to the second fire line and the second select line and configured
to respond to the second energy signal to eject fluid based on the second address signals and a timing signal
on the second select line.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, wherein the first address generator is disposed on a first half portion of the fluid
ejection device and the second address generator is disposed on a second half portion of the fluid ejection device,
and wherein the first drop generators are disposed on the first half portion and the second drop generators are
disposed on the second half portion.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, wherein the first address generator is disposed at one end of the fluid ejection
device and the second address generator is disposed at the other end of the fluid ejection device.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, wherein the first address generator is disposed in one corner of the fluid ejection
device and the second address generator is disposed in another corner of the fluid ejection device.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, comprising: a third fire line adapted to conduct a third energy signal comprising
energy pulses; a fourth fire line adapted to conduct a fourth energy signal comprising energy pulses; third drop
generators electrically coupled to the third fire line and configured to respond to the third energy signal to eject fluid
based on the first address signals; and fourth drop generators electrically coupled to the fourth fire line and configured
to respond to the fourth energy signal to eject fluid based on the second address signals.

The fluid ejection device of claim 5, wherein the first and third drop generators are disposed on a first half portion
of the fluid ejection device, and the second and fourth drop generators are disposed on a second half portion of the
fluid ejection device.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, comprising: a fluid feed source (46) having a length, wherein each of the first
drop generators is fluidically coupled to the fluid feed source; and address lines (144) adapted to conduct the first
address signals, wherein the first drop generators are configured to respond based on the first address signals
provided by the first address lines, wherein the first fire line and the address lines are disposed as non-overlapping
metal lines along a portion of the length of the fluid feed source.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, comprising a fluid feed source, wherein each of the first drop generators and
each of the second drop generators is fluidically coupled to the fluid feed source.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, comprising a fluid feed source, wherein the first drop generators are disposed
on opposing sides of the fluid feed source and each of the first drop generators is fluidically coupled to the fluid feed
source, and the second drop generators are disposed on opposing sides of the fluid feed source and each of the
second drop generators is fluidically coupled to the fluid feed source.

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, comprising a first fluid feed source and a second fluid feed source, wherein

each of the first drop generators is fluidically coupled to the first fluid feed source and each of the second drop
generators is fluidically coupled to the second fluid feed source.

50



10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

EP 1737 669 B1

The fluid ejection device of claim 1, comprising: a first fluid feed source; a second fluid feed source; a third fire line
adapted to conduct a third energy signal comprising energy pulses; a fourth fire line adapted to conduct a fourth
energy signal comprising energy pulses; third drop generators electrically coupled to the third fire line and configured
to respond to the third energy signal to eject fluid based on the first address signals; and fourth drop generators
electrically coupled to the fourth fire line and configured to respond to the fourth energy signal to eject fluid based
on the second address signals, wherein each of the first and second drop generators is fluidically coupled to the
first fluid feed source and each of the third and fourth drop generators is fluidically coupled to the second fluid feed
source.

A method of operating a fluid ejection device (22) comprising: generating first address signals in the fluid ejection
device based on timing signals on a plurality of select lines including a first select line and a second select line;
generating second address signals in the fluid ejection device based on timing signals on a plurality of select lines
including a first select line and a second select line; receiving a first energy signal comprising energy pulses on a
firstfire line (214); receiving a second energy signal comprising energy pulses on a second fire line (214); responding
to the first energy signal to eject fluid based on the first address signals and a timing signal on the first select line;
and responding to the second energy signal to eject fluid based on the second address signals and a timing signal
on the second select line.

The method of claim 12, comprising: receiving the first energy signal at each of first drop generators (60); receiving
the second energy signal at each of second drop generators (60); activating the first drop generators based on the
first address signals; and activating the second drop generators based on the second address signals.

The method of claim 12, comprising: receiving data signals representing an image on data lines (208); responding
to the first energy signal to eject fluid based on the data signals; and responding to the second energy signal to
eject fluid based on the data signals.

The method of claim 14, wherein the first and second drop generators are divided into data line groups of drop
generators, the method comprising activating the first and second drop generators in each of the data line groups
of drop generators based on the data signals on a corresponding data line.

The method of claim 12, comprising distributing the first energy signal to the drop generators with an energy variation
of less than 20% between any two of the first drop generators.

The method of claim 12, comprising distributing the first energy signal to the drop generators with an energy variation
of up to 10% to 15% between any two of the first drop generators.

Patentanspriiche

1.

FluidausstoRvorrichtung (22), umfassend:

eine erste Abgabeleitung (214), die ausgelegt ist, um ein erstes Energiesignal zu leiten, das Energieimpulse
umfasst;

eine zweite Abgabeleitung (214), die ausgelegt ist, um ein zweites Energiesignal zu leiten, das Energieimpulse
umfasst;

mehrere ausgewahlte Leitungen, um Taktsignale zu leiten, wobei die mehreren ausgewahlten Leitungen eine
erste ausgewahlte Leitung und eine zweite ausgewahlte Leitung umfassen;

einen ersten Adressgenerator (1000), der konfiguriert ist, um erste Adresssignale bereitzustellen, basierend
auf Taktsignalen, die von den mehreren ausgewahlten Leitungen erhalten wurden;

einen zweiten Adressgenerator (1002), der konfiguriert ist, um zweite Adresssignale bereitzustellen, basierend
auf Taktsignalen, die von den mehreren ausgewahlten Leitungen erhalten wurden;

erste Tropfengeneratoren (60), die elektrisch mit der ersten Abgabeleitung und der ersten ausgewahlten Leitung
gekoppelt und konfiguriert sind, um auf das erste Energiesignal zu antworten, um Fluid basierend auf den ersten
Adresssignalen und einem Taktsignal auf der ersten ausgewahlten Leitung auszustof3en; und

zweite Tropengeneratoren (60), die elektrisch mit der zweiten Abgabeleitung und der zweiten ausgewahlten
Leitung gekoppelt und konfiguriert sind, um auf das zweite Energiesignal zu antworten, um Fluid basierend auf
den zweiten Adresssignalen und einem Taktsignal auf der zweiten ausgewahlten Leitung auszustoRen.
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Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der erste Adressgenerator auf einem ersten Halbabschnitt
der FluidausstoRvorrichtung angeordnet ist, und der zweite Adressgenerator auf einem zweiten Halbabschnitt der
FluidausstoRvorrichtung angeordnet ist, und wobei die ersten Tropfengeneratoren auf dem ersten Halbabschnitt
angeordnet sind und die zweiten Tropfengeneratoren auf dem zweiten Halbabschnitt angeordnet sind.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der erste Adressgenerator an einem Ende der
FluidausstoRvorrichtung angeordnet ist, und der zweite Adressgenerator an dem anderen Ende der Fluidausstof3-
vorrichtung angeordnet ist.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei der erste Adressgenerator in einer Ecke der FluidausstoRvor-
richtung angeordnet ist, und der zweite Adressgenerator in einer anderen Ecke der FluidausstoRvorrichtung ange-
ordnet ist.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, umfassend: eine dritte Abgabeleitung, die ausgelegt ist, um ein drittes
Energiesignal zu leiten, das Energieimpulse umfasst; eine vierte Abgabeleitung, die ausgelegt ist, um ein viertes
Energiesignal zu leiten, das Energieimpulse umfasst; dritte Tropfengeneratoren, die elektrisch mit der dritten Ab-
gabeleitung gekoppelt und konfiguriert sind, um auf das dritte Energiesignal zu antworten, um Fluid basierend auf
den ersten Adresssignalen auszustof3en; und vierte Tropfengeneratoren, die elektrisch mit der vierten Abgabeleitung
gekoppelt und konfiguriert sind, um auf das vierte Energiesignal zu antworten, um Fluid basierend auf den zweiten
Adresssignalen auszustof3en.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, wobei die ersten und dritten Tropfengeneratoren auf einem ersten
Halbabschnitt der FluidausstoRvorrichtung angeordnet sind, und die zweiten und vierten Tropfengeneratoren auf
einem zweiten Halbabschnitt der FluidausstoRvorrichtung angeordnet sind.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, umfassend: eine Fluidzufuhrquelle (46) mit einer Léange, wobei jeder
der ersten Tropfengeneratoren fluidisch mit der Fluidzufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist; und Adressleitungen (144), die
ausgelegt sind, um die ersten Adresssignale zu leiten, wobei die ersten Tropfengeneratoren konfiguriert sind, um
basierend auf den ersten Adresssignalen, die von den ersten Adressleitungen bereitgestellt sind, zu antworten,
wobei die erste Abgabeleitung und die Adressleitungen als nicht Uberlappende Metallleitungen entlang eines Ab-
schnitts der Lange der Fluidzufuhrquelle angeordnet sind.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, umfassend eine Fluidzufuhrquelle, wobei jeder der ersten Tropfen-
generatoren und jeder der zweiten Tropfengeneratoren fluidisch mit der Fluidzufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist.

Die FluidausstofRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, umfassend eine Fluidzufuhrquelle, wobei die ersten Tropfengene-
ratoren auf gegeniber liegenden Seiten der Fluidzufuhrquelle angeordnet sind, und jeder der ersten Tropfengene-
ratoren fluidisch mit der Fluidzufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist; und die zweiten Tropfengeneratoren auf gegentber liegen-
den Seiten der Fluidzufuhrquelle angeordnet sind und jeder der zweiten Tropfengeneratoren fluidisch mit der Fluid-
zufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, umfassend eine erste Fluidzufuhrquelle und eine zweite Fluidzu-
fuhrquelle, wobei jeder der ersten Tropfengeneratoren fluidisch mit der ersten Fluidzufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist und
jeder der zweiten Tropfengeneratoren fluidisch mit der zweiten Fluidzufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist.

Die FluidausstoRvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, umfassend: eine erste Fluidzufuhrquelle; eine zweite Fluidzufuhr-
quelle; eine dritte Abgabeleitung, die ausgelegt ist, um ein drittes Energiesignal zu leiten, das Energieimpulse
umfasst; eine vierte Abgabeleitung, die ausgelegt ist, um ein viertes Energiesignal zu leiten, das Energieimpulse
umfasst; dritte Tropfengeneratoren, die elektrisch mit der dritten Abgabeleitung gekoppelt und konfiguriert sind, um
auf das dritte Energiesignal zu antworten, um Fluid basierend auf den ersten Adresssignalen auszustofRen; und
vierte Tropfengeneratoren, die elektrisch mit der vierten Abgabeleitung gekoppelt und konfiguriert sind, um auf das
vierte Energiesignal zu antworten, um Fluid basierend auf den zweiten Adresssignalen auszustoRen, wobei jeder
der ersten und zweiten Tropfengeneratoren fluidisch mit der ersten Fluidzufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist und jeder der
dritten und vierten Tropfengeneratoren fluidisch mit der zweiten Fluidzufuhrquelle gekoppelt ist.

Verfahren zum Betrieb einer FluidausstoRvorrichtung (22), umfassend: Erzeugung von ersten Adresssignalen in

der FluidausstoRvorrichtung, basierend auf Taktsignalen, auf mehreren ausgewahlten Leitungen, umfassend eine
erste ausgewahlte Leitung und eine zweite ausgewahlte Leitung; Erzeugung von zweiten Adresssignalen in der
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FluidausstoRvorrichtung, basierend auf Taktsignalen, auf mehreren ausgewahlten Leitungen, umfassend eine erste
ausgewahlte Leitung und eine zweite ausgewahlte Leitung; Empfang eines ersten Energiesignals, das Energieim-
pulse umfasst, auf einer ersten Abgabeleitung (214); Empfang eines zweiten Energiesignals, das Energieimpulse
umfasst, auf einer zweiten Abgabeleitung (214); Antwort auf das erste Energiesignal, um Fluid basierend auf den
ersten Adresssignalen und ein Taktsignal auf der ersten ausgewahlten Leitung auszustoRen; und Antwort auf das
zweite Energiesignal, um Fluid basierend auf den zweiten Adresssignalen und ein Taktsignal auf der zweiten aus-
gewahlten Leitung auszustol3en.

Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, umfassend: Empfang des ersten Energiesignals an jedem der ersten Tropfen-
generatoren (60); Empfang des zweiten Energiesignals an jedem der zweiten Tropfengeneratoren (60); Aktivierung
der ersten Tropfengeneratoren basierend auf den ersten Adresssignalen; und Aktivierung der zweiten Tropfenge-
neratoren basierend auf den zweiten Adresssignalen.

Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, umfassend: Empfang von Datensignalen, die ein Bild auf Datenleitungen (208)
darstellen; Antwort auf das erste Energiesignal, um Fluid basierend auf den Datensignalen auszustoRen; und Antwort
auf das zweite Energiesignal, um Fluid basierend auf den Datensignalen auszustof3en.

Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 14, wobei die ersten und zweiten Tropfengeneratoren in Datenleitungsgruppen von
Tropfengeneratoren unterteilt sind, wobei das Verfahren die Aktivierung der ersten und zweiten Tropfengeneratoren
in jeder der Datenleitungsgruppen von Tropfengeneratoren basierend auf den Datensignalen auf einer entspre-
chenden Datenleitung umfasst.

Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, umfassend die Verteilung des ersten Energiesignals an die Tropfengeneratoren
mit einer Energievariation von weniger als 20 % zwischen zweier beliebiger der ersten Tropfengeneratoren.

Das Verfahren nach Anspruch 12, umfassend die Verteilung des ersten Energiesignals an die Tropfengeneratoren
mit einer Energievariation von bis zu 10 % bis 15 % zwischen zweier beliebiger der ersten Tropfengeneratoren.

Revendications

1.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide (22) comprenant :

- une premiére ligne de déclenchement (214) apte a conduire un premier signal d’énergie comprenant des
impulsions d’énergie ;

- une deuxiéme ligne de déclenchement (214) apte a conduire un deuxiéme signal d’énergie comprenant des
impulsions d’énergie ;

- une pluralité de lignes de sélection pour conduire des signaux de temporisation, ladite pluralité de lignes de
sélection comprenant une premiére ligne de sélection et une deuxiéme ligne de sélection ;

- un premier générateur d’adresse (1000) configuré pour fournir des premiers signaux d’adresse sur la base
de signaux de temporisation regus a partir de ladite pluralité de lignes de sélection ;

- un deuxiéme générateur d’adresse (1002) configuré pour fournir des deuxiémes signaux d’adresse sur la
base de signaux de temporisation regus a partir de ladite pluralité de lignes de sélection ;

- des premiers générateurs de gouttes (60) électriquement couplés a la premiere ligne de déclenchement et a
la premiére ligne de sélection et configurés pour répondre au premier signal d’énergie pour éjecter du fluide
sur la base des premiers signaux d’adresse et d’'un signal de temporisation sur la premiére ligne de sélection ; et
- des deuxiémes générateurs de gouttes (60) électriquement couplés a la deuxiéme ligne de déclenchement
et a la deuxieme ligne de sélection et configurés pour répondre au deuxiéme signal d’énergie pour éjecter du
fluide sur la base des deuxiemes signaux d’adresse et d’'un signal de temporisation sur la deuxiéme ligne de
sélection.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le premier générateur d’adresse est disposé sur
une premieére moitié du dispositif d’éjection de fluide et le deuxiéme générateur d’adresse est disposé sur une
deuxiéme moitié du dispositif d’éjection de fluide, et dans lequel les premiers générateurs de gouttes sont disposés
sur la premiére moitié et les deuxiémes générateurs de gouttes sont disposés sur la deuxiéme moitié.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le premier générateur d’adresse est disposé a
une extrémité du dispositif d’éjection de fluide et le deuxieme générateur d’adresse est disposé a l'autre extrémité
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du dispositif d’éjection de fluide.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le premier générateur d’adresse est disposé dans
un coin du dispositif d’éjection de fluide et le deuxiéme générateur d’adresse est disposé dans un autre coin du
dispositif d’éjection de fluide.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, comprenant : une troisieme ligne de déclenchement apte a
conduire un troisieme signal d’énergie comprenant des impulsions d’énergie ; une quatrieme ligne de déclenchement
apte a conduire un quatrieme signal d’énergie comprenant des impulsions d’énergie ; des troisiemes générateurs
de gouttes électriquement couplés a la troisieme ligne de déclenchement et configurés pour répondre au troisieme
signal d’énergie pour éjecter du fluide sur la base des premiers signaux d’adresse ; et des quatriemes générateurs
de gouttes électriquement couplés a la quatrieme ligne de déclenchement et configurés pour répondre au quatrieme
signal d’énergie pour éjecter du fluide sur la base des deuxiémes signaux d’adresse.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 5, dans lequel les premiers et troisiemes générateurs de gouttes
sont disposés sur une premiére moitié du dispositif d’éjection de fluide, et les deuxiémes et quatri€mes générateurs
de gouttes sont disposés sur une deuxieme moitiés du dispositif d’éjection de fluide.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, comprenant : une source d’alimentation en fluide (46) ayant
une longueur, chacun des premiers générateurs de gouttes étant couplé de maniére fluidique a la source d’alimen-
tation en fluide ; et des lignes d’adresse (144) aptes a conduire les premiers signaux d’adresse, les premiers gé-
nérateurs de gouttes étant configurés pour répondre sur la base des premiers signaux d’adresse fournis par les
premieres lignes d’adresse, la premiere ligne de déclenchement et les lignes d’adresse étant disposées sous la
forme de lignes métalliques ne se chevauchant pas, le long d’'une partie de la longueur de la source d’alimentation
en fluide.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, comprenant une source d’alimentation en fluide, chacun des
premiers générateurs de gouttes et chacun des deuxiémes générateurs de gouttes étant couplés de maniére
fluidique a la source d’alimentation en fluide.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, comprenant une source d’alimentation en fluide, les premiers
générateurs de gouttes étant disposés sur des cdtés opposés de la source d’alimentation en fluide et chacun des
premiers générateurs de gouttes étant couplé de maniere fluidique a la source d’alimentation en fluide, et les
deuxiémes générateurs de gouttes étant disposés sur des cdtés opposés de la source d’alimentation en fluide et
chacun des deuxiémes générateurs de gouttes étant couplé de maniére fluidique a la source d’alimentation en fluide.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, comprenant une premiére source d’alimentation en fluide et
une seconde source d’alimentation en fluide, chacun des premiers générateurs de gouttes étant couplé de maniére
fluidique a la premiére source d’alimentation en fluide et chacun des deuxiemes générateurs de gouttes étant couplé
de maniere fluidique a la seconde source d’alimentation en fluide.

Dispositif d’éjection de fluide selon la revendication 1, comprenant : une premiére source d’alimentation en fluide ;
une seconde source d’alimentation en fluide ; une troisieme ligne de déclenchement apte a conduire un troisieme
signal d’énergie comprenant des impulsions d’énergie ; une quatrieme ligne de déclenchement apte a conduire un
quatriéme signal d’énergie comprenant des impulsions d’énergie ; des troisiemes générateurs de gouttes électri-
quement couplés a la troisiéme ligne de déclenchement et configurés pour répondre au troisieme signal d’énergie
pour éjecter du fluide sur la base des premiers signaux d’adresse ; et des quatriemes générateurs de gouttes
électriquement couplés a la quatrieme ligne de déclenchement et configurés pour répondre au quatrieme signal
d’énergie pour éjecter du fluide sur la base des deuxiemes signaux d’adresse, chacun des premiers et deuxiémes
générateurs de gouttes étant couplé de maniére fluidique a la premiére source d’alimentation en fluide et chacun
des troisiemes et quatriémes générateurs de gouttes étant couplé de maniére fluidique a la seconde source d’ali-
mentation en fluide.

Procédé de fonctionnement d'un dispositif d’éjection de fluide (22) comprenant: générer des premiers signaux
d’adresse dans le dispositif d’éjection de fluide sur la base de signaux de temporisation sur une pluralité de lignes
de sélection comprenant une premiére ligne de sélection et une deuxiéme ligne de sélection ; générer des deuxiémes
signaux d’adresse dans le dispositif d’éjection de fluide sur la base de signaux de temporisation sur une pluralité
de lignes de sélection comprenant une premiére ligne de sélection et une deuxiéme ligne de sélection ; recevoir un
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premier signal d’énergie comprenant des impulsions d’énergie sur une premiére ligne de déclenchement (214) ;
recevoir un deuxieme signal d’énergie comprenant des impulsions d’énergie sur une deuxieéme ligne de déclenche-
ment (214) ; répondre au premier signal d’énergie pour éjecter du fluide sur la base des premiers signaux d’adresse
et d’un signal de temporisation sur la premiére ligne de sélection ; et répondre au deuxiéme signal d’énergie pour
éjecter du fluide sur la base des deuxiémes signaux d’adresse et d’'un signal de temporisation sur la deuxiéme ligne
de sélection.

Procédé selon la revendication 12, comprenant : recevoir le premier signal d’énergie a chacun des premiers géné-
rateurs de gouttes (60) ; recevoir le deuxiéme signal d’énergie a chacun des deuxiémes générateurs de gouttes
(60) ; activer les premiers générateurs de gouttes sur la base des premiers signaux d’adresse ; et activer les deuxié-
mes générateurs de gouttes sur la base des deuxiémes signaux d’adresse.

Procédé selon la revendication 12, comprenant : recevoir des signaux de données représentant une image sur des
lignes de données (208) ; répondre au premier signal d’énergie pour éjecter du fluide sur la base des signaux de
données ; et répondre au deuxieme signal d’énergie pour éjecter du fluide sur la base des signaux de données.

Procédé selon la revendication 14, dans lequel les premiers et deuxiémes générateurs de gouttes sont divisés en
groupes de ligne de données de générateurs de gouttes, le procédé comprenant activer les premiers et deuxiémes
générateurs de gouttes dans chacun des groupes de ligne de données de générateurs de gouttes sur la base des
signaux de données sur une ligne de données correspondante.

Procédé selon la revendication 12, comprenant distribuer le premier signal d’énergie aux générateurs de gouttes
avec une variation d’énergie de moins de 20 % entre deux quelconques des premiers générateurs de gouttes.

Procédé selon la revendication 12, comprenant distribuer le premier signal d’énergie aux générateurs de gouttes
avec une variationd’énergie allantjusqu’a 10 % a 15 % entre deux quelconques des premiers générateurs de gouttes.
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